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Urdu Articles:

1) Usmani Script makes the Quran Unparallel
By Hafiz Taj Afsar

Quran is a divine guidance revealed to the Holy Prophet (sall Allahu alaihi
wasallam). It brought about metabolicschanges in the material, social, moral
and spiritual life of men and societies.

There are numerous evidences for the Quran to be the divine book. The
greatest one of them is its status as a miracle. This miraculous aspect has
further dimensions. One of them is its unique script and a variety of its gira'aat.
Both these disciplines are interlinked.

The article identifies the Quronic script in the backdrop of common rules
of calligraphy. What is the nature of their uniqueness? What is the wisdom
behind them? How far is the impact of this on the gira'aat of the Quran? How
the Companions of the prophet in general and Hazrat Usman (raziAllahu anh)
in particular preserved these gira'aat in the background of these script? These
are the questions attempted in the article.

2) An Analyses of the injunctions of Zakat Obligation and its Non-

Giver in an Islamic State
By Dr. Abdul Quddus Sohaib

Zakat is one of the pillars and important elements of Islam. Quran, Sunnah,
Iijmah and Qiyas prove the obligation of Zakat. Collection and distribution of
Zakat has been emphasized thought the Islamic history, to mainton the
economies during the ages of Rislalt, Khulf-e-Rashdeen, Umvis and Abbasids
in order to maintain the economic security of the poor. This study analyses the
different aspects of Zakat. Zakat is based on assets so there are five conditions
for the obligation, and Nisab. Will to pay Zakat and Tamleek are also
necessary. Person who don't pay Zakat, despite being Sahib-e-Nisab, commit
the refusal of Haqooq Ullah and Haqooq-ul-Ebad. This study addresses another
very significant issue, the commands about the deviants of Zakat in the light of
Quran, Sunnah and Oswah of Khulfa-e-Rashdeen. Quran notifies terrible
punishment for those who accumulate gold and silver and do not spend in the
way of Allah. Hazrat Muhammad (PBUH) ordered collection of zakat
forcefully, alongwith the fine, from the deviants. Hazrat Abubakar Siddique
(RA) decided to launch Jihad against them. All the Imams and other Fugha
have consensus that the deviants are Murtid and eligible for murder and it is
the duty of state to collect Zakat forcefully and punish the deviants.
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God’s Word Scripture, Scripture, Traditions Scripture Scripture
tradition and Pope and Bishop
Authority Apostolic Apostolic succession Varies The original
succession apostles
Head of Pope Council of bishops Varies Jesus Christ
church
Salvation | Faith+Sacraments Faith+Sacraments+ By Faith, By obedient
+works works= deification Grace, Christ | Faith, Grace,
Christ
Saints and Veneration and Veneration to help - -
Mary super veneation with deification
Purgatory Place of - - -
preparation for
heaven
(Z2)
Conclusion:

Christianity began with Jesus, the Christ and was in its pure form
during his short-lived life. It was his death and his resurrection that eventually
led to further extension of the unified Church and faith and then its rift into
multiple ones. It was then the division of the two that shook the whole
foundation of the religion and then Christian Church was divided into further
sects. Nevertheless, we should not ignore the fact of all the subdivisions of
Christianity sharing the common beliefs of Trinity, Jesus the Messiah and

Scripture being the Sacred Text.
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4. Veneration of saints and Icons: The orthodox pray to saints,

particularly Mary, because these people have achieved deification.

“Orthodox Church comprises the faith and practice of Churches
stemming from ancient Churches in the Eastern part of the
Roman Empire. The eastern Orthodox Churches recognize only
the canons of the seven Ecumenical Councils (325- 787 A.D.)
as binding for faith and they reject doctrines that have been
added in the West... The number of sacraments in the Orthodox
Church is the same as in the Western Catholic church”??.

Modern Christianity:

There happen to be some Christians who are neither Catholics,
Orthodox nor Protestant. They may have believed in some of the
characteristics of all three of the churches.

“Liberal Christianity typically supports Christianity not as a divine
revelation, but because of its moral vision. Liberal Christianity may keep the
traditional Christian liturgy, including the creeds, but allows them to be
understood in a symbolic rather than literal sense. In Liberal Christianity moral

concern is typically at the forefront

»5(21)

An overview of the Main Branches of Christianity

Roman Eastern Orthodox | Protestant Biblical
Catholic Christianity
Number of Over 1 billion 250 million 575 million Unknown
Believers
Geography Worldwide Eastern Europe, slav Worldwide worldwide
Countries,
Mediterranean
History | Developed form | Separated in 1054 AD | Separated in Books of
apostolic church sixteenth Acts, 33 AD.
century
reformation
God Belief in trinity Belief in trinity Belief in Belief in
trinity trinity
Bible Historical reliable Historical reliable Historical Historical
word of God word of God reliable word | reliable word
of God of God
Jesus Christ | Messiah and God Messiah and God Messiah and Messiah and
God God
Resurrection Historical fact Historical fact Historical fact | Historical fact
Apostles Completely Completely accepted Completely Completely
Creed accepted accepted accepted
Nicene Completely Completely accepted Completely Completely
Creed accepted accepted accepted
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o Matrimony- union of man and woman. Divorce or remarriage
cuts the believer from Eucharistic Communion.

o Purgatory and Indulgences- despite good works, entrance into
heaven is not promised. A man may have to face a stage where
he is freed from sins.

o Mary and Other Saints: Catholics pray and saints intercede for
them in front of God ",

“The Roman Catholics believe their church to be the one holy

catholic and apostolic Church, possessing all the properties of

the one, true Church of the Christ... The Centre of the Roman

Catholic worship is the celebration of Mass, the Eucharist,

which is the commemoration of Christ’s sacrificial death and of

his resurrection. Other sacraments are Baptism, Confirmation,

Confession, Matrimony, Ordination and Extreme Unction,

seven in all. The Virgin Mary and saints, and their relics, are

highly venerated and prayers are made to them to intercede with

God, in whose presence they are believed to dwell. The Roman

Catholic Church is the largest Christian organization in the

world, found in most countries”® 17,

The Eastern Orthodox Church:

The Eastern Orthodox Church originated when a rift occurred between
the Eastern and the Western Churches. This sect of Christianity faced much
persecution in the hands of the invaders of Jerusalem, however, it still
survived.

" There are estimated to be 250 million Eastern Orthodox Christians
today. The Orthodox Church stretches over Alexandria, Antioch, Jerusalem,
Constantinople, Eastern Europe, Slavic countries and the eastern
Mediterranean.

In many ways, from the Biblical Christian View, the Eastern Orthodox
Church stands close to Roman Catholic Church as it can be seen in the
following overview: 18U

1. Authority of Church: Church possesses sole authority over the

Scripture.

2. Apostolic Succession: believe in apostolic succession of the

bishops.

3. Salvation and Sacraments: ohgervation of seven sacraments is the

same as Catholics with difference in interpretation. Eucharist means

Christ is present in the elements of bread and wine. Baptism

forgives original sins with regular confessions. Salvation is attained

through the work of deification (become like God)

62



a loosely defined group, this branch of Protestantism is called
Sectarianism™!", :
The further sects of Sectarianism are:

1. The Anabaptists '

2. The Quakers

3. The Shakers

4. The Pentecostals

5. The Methodist Church )

The Roman Catholic Church: ™

Roman Catholic Church was basically called so when the rift occurred
between the East and the West, dividing the Church into Eastern and Western
Church. However, during the Middle Ages, the reformation again divided the
western church into two halves: Protestant and Roman Catholic Church.

The Roman Catholic Church, today is the most vast and followed
church. It focuses in the Vatican in Rome and spreads from there, being
dominant, on the whole through southern and central Europe, Ireland and
South America’?. It traces its foundation to Jesus and the Twelve Apostles. It
sees the bishops of the church as the successors of the apostles and the pope in
particular as the successor of Peter, the leader of apostles. Catholics support
the view in the words of the Bible

“...you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church... I

will give the keys to the kingdom of haven. Whatever you bind

on earth shall be bound in heaven; whatever you loose on earth

shall be loosed in heaven™'?,

The major beliefs of the Roman Catholics are:

1. The Authority of Church: Catholics believe that it is the church that has
the ruling authority and the true power of interpretation of Scripture.

2. Pope: Bishop of Rome, the Pope has the supreme power over all
Christians and whatever he says is binding for all. Pope is the
descendant of Christ and representative of Pope.

3. Seven Sacraments: According to the Catholics, God’s grace is
bestowed by following the Seven Sacraments. These are:

o Baptism- eradication of sins.

o Confirmation-complete baptism and give oneself to holy spirit

o Holy Eucharist- Holy Communion.

o Penance- confession of sins in front of a priest so as to free
oneself from sins.
Anointing the Sick- the priest anoints the sick with oil and prays
for him.
o Holy Orders- Ordaining of three levels of bishops, priests and

deacons.

o
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Catholic Church. The people who had tried to do so before had run afoul as
they were given no protection at all. However, Luther managed to get the
support of the German Prince. On the other hand, John Calvin (1509-64)
developed a related viewpoint in a more systematic way. His way of preaching
was to express the views expounded by Luther quite explicitly in contrast to
Luther himself who had done so quite tacitly(s).

The views held by Luther and Calvin had significant differences.
Nevertheless, both had mutual faiths and doctrines, depending on the belief of
God being the savior.

The Anglican Church

The third form of Reformation Church is the Anglican Church, which
contains the elements of both the Lutherenian Church and the Calvin Church.
Anglican Church was introduced by King Henry VIII of England. The main
concern in this period was the authority of the Pope. The Anglican Church
introduced by Henry made the Monarch the head of the English Church but no
other amendments were made in the church’s doctrines®.

Michael Molloy writes about the Anglican Church that,

“A third form of Protestantism, which originated in England

under Kin Henry VIII (1491-1547), unites elements of the

Reformation with older traditional practices. Some see the

Anglican Church as a compromise between Catholicism and

Protestantism. Perhaps it is a compromise, because it was born

not so much out of Henry’s interest in reform as it was out of

his interest in marriage... He also kept the basic structure of

religious services much as before, although they were

conducted in English. He even maintained priestly celibacy,
although it was repealed soon after he died. As a concession to

the reformers, Henry had an English translation of the Bible

placed in each church for all to read. The Church of England

had a shaky beginning, but Henry’s daughter Elizabeth, when

she finally became queen, established it firmly”(lo).

Sectarianism

Division of churches started then and there after the split of East and
West. Therefore, many differences arose in the perception of beliefs and the
Sacred texts. There happens to be a group of Protestantism which is called to
be a ‘loose group’. _

“Some have interpreted the Bible with literal seriousness, thus
producing special emphases-among them, the rejection of the outside world
and its technology; the adoption of extremely simple lifestyles, total pacifism ,
or complete celibacy; and the expectation of the imminent end of the world. As
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Gradually the two divided churches began to. drift apart and many
differences arose between the two. The Eastern Church became an empire of
its own as the ruling power/person seemed to head the church whereas; the
western church still retained its independence. The Eastern Church despite
honoring the Bishop of Rome still limited him to his own group of people but
on the other hand, the Western Church seemed to increasingly honor the
Bishop.

Eventually in 1054, the two Shurches excommunicated each other and
thus, the Eastern Church now is termed as Orthodox Church and Western as
the Catholic Church®.

[ Chl'iStlanChm-ch ]

((Eastern Orthodox Churctr | [ Cotholic Chureh 1] [ Viodern Chiinity )

—{ . ‘Angelic Church ']

L Sectarianism ]

Split Between east and West and Further Branches
Western Churches Reformation:

During the Middle Ages many Christians resorted to the Jerusalem area
which had the Jesus’ scared and historical places and the churches built by
Constantine. However, Jerusalem then was under the reign of Muslims. This
led to many bloody invasions as both the parties wanted the reign of Jerusalem.
The Eastern Church, weakened by invasions and its own decentralization had
less need for reformation. However, the Western church with its expansive
development and centralized power needed reformation. Earlier attempts of
reformation made by John Wycliffe and Jan Hus were in vain. However, the
one made by Martin Luther was quite successful®.

Derivation of Protestant Churches:

Martin Luther and Calvin
In 1517, Martin Luther raised the standard of protest against this
development. He inaugurated the movement that cast off the authority of the
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