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The word "Copt" simply means Egyptain, and Coptic Christians
- represent nearly all that is left of the once great church of Alexandria.---After
the Arabs conquered Egypt in 639, apostasies to Islam were so numerous
that the country is now more than 90 percent Muslim. The Copts (mwstly
poverty-stricken peasants) form the largest christian body. Their religious
head is the Coptic Patriavch of Alexandria, who lives at Cario, with 25 bishops
under his jurisdiction. The rites of worship of the Coptic Church are derived
from the original Greek liturgy of Alexandria. These rites are celebrated in thi
now cead Coptic tongue, with a large admixture of Arabic. Pg 390. V.No.6

COPTIC {ka'ptrk}, a language, the latest stage of Egyptian, employed by
Christian population wo the Nile Valey. Pg 312.VNo.7.
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