TN =BT T gy
Mohsin ul Mulk's View Point about Food

of the People of the Scripture: A Research Based Study

ABSTRACT

There were many emerging social and legal issues during the end of the
nineteenth century and the beginning of twentieth century in the Indian Islam that
became the bone of contention between the traditionalists and the modernists.
Although, the real challenges of the social, political, religious, economic nature were
lying unresolved before the Muslim thinkers and reformists i.e., the role of women
in Islam, the western colonization of the Muslim lands, the Christian missionaries
challenging the importance and significance of Islam in the modern world, and
above all, the modern education system, however, most of the traditionalist ulama
indulged in reletively less issues important, such as whether it is permitted for a
Muslim to eat meat slaughtered by a non-Muslim? Or is it permissible in Islam to
dine with a Christian on the same table? And other such issues.

Sir Sayed Ahmed Khan, known as the founder of the Muslim modcrmism in
India, and his Aligarh companions tried to focus on the major issues confronted
Indian Muslim of their time. But they also had to face the challenges of Indian
Ulema and willingly or unwillingly they too had to answer the questions poised by
them, as the majority of the Muslims where following the ulama in their daily
practice of religion. Hence, Sir Syed and his companions also addressed issues of
dinning with the people of the book (ta'am ahl-c- kitab) and slaughtered by the
people of the book (zabiha ahl-e-kitab).

One such personality who came to the rescue Sir Syed in confronting ulema
on these issucs was his closest friend and companion, Nawab Mohsin ul Mulk. He
not only defended Sir Syed on these issues but also presented his personal views in
these matters, with his own set of arguments. The present paper is focuscd on

Mohsin ul Mulk’s ideas on the issues of ta'am and zabiha of people of the book.
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