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Introduction of Quranic Orthography ((((An Overview))))

/ )g=

Abstract

The topic is relating to introduction and historical background of Quranic

Orthography. After narrating a brief introduction of Quranic Orthography

(ilm-ur-rasam), I have elaborated the characteristics of Quranic Orthography in

this Article. In addition, conflicting views of Muslim scholars regarding the subject

are also highlighted. As Masahif-e-Usmania are basis of Quranic Orthography, the

historical background and other aspects and features of these Masahif are also

identified. I have also described few examples of the conflicts between Quranic

orthography and Arabic calligraphy.   

ŒÛWyœÅ}.#ÖÆpVyZyZzg_·ŒÛWyÆ%zVÁz+�ZzgŒÛWy™*Ð0t

dyZyZzgdÄZy¼Š’k]Zzg%zV@*c]z�Š~Ññ�XZy~ÐZq-ZëZzgãCŠ~

yZyLLZÅ3ú
E

ZÅWãóó)Ü‹ŒÛWy(ÅÜ~Â"$ZzgZÏÂ"$ÜÆ̧Z°zçZ*ÆÒy»d

ÄZyLLDZ°ÌóóìX

ggggÌÌÌÌ»»»»½½½½~~~~pppp

²!i!*y~âŠ{gXkXxZçãÆnZEwƒ@*ìX~ÐZq-pLLZW,c*¶KyóóÆ

óói}6,kyÆ� …‰³Ü]Ö³‚]…VÚ³^Ò³^áÚ³à�$³^…a³^Ÿ‘Ï^e^¢…š �XZÏn²!~¹Y@*ìLL

óóÆZÖpÌZEwƒD …‰³Ü]Ö³Çn&]Ö‚]… ZW,Z]!*¹g{‰ƒVZ7gÌ¹Y@*ìXZzg²!i!*y~LL

�Xªi}6,!*gl»ƒäˆ�WU*gghîìZyWU*gÃLLgÌóó¹Y@*ìZÏ§bLLgÌóóÆçã

¼gÔe6g¹WsZsîZSm,ÔD-Eg;WsâegyÉ45½ð GE
Y+?ç GEEÔZÝX9ÔZsxW!*ŠÔ0*ÎyX  /

89



i†‰Ü]Ö†‰Ü óËqÅYyœ™äÆnÌWD�6
¹Y@*ì:LL ]Öß¿†æ]ÖjË†ŒÖ×#oðX LL

ó~äyÆ¶K**]» Þ³¿³†l]Ö³o…‰çÝ]Ö‚]…X óóZzgZÏ§bF,‚ÆçãƒD�:LL VÞ³¿³†]Önä

X i†‰Ûk]ÖÛßˆÙ(]piªÚ×k…‰ÛäæiË†‰jäXX 5±̈gzjnÐHXZÏ§bLL

…‰³³³³ÜÒ³³³³„] Z¤/âŠ{gXkXx)d(Æ‚B¼~ƒÂÂ"$Æp~ZEwƒ@*ì‰:LL

óXZkz‰Ü¹Y@*ìZ#Ãð‘XfzZ°%îG»Zq-ÄZ0ZpgZÆJ�ÛjäZkpÅ@*G æ…4³Ü]ƒ]ÒjgX

~7Hì�
Šg`fsì:

ÒªÞ`^e^Ö`‚Ú¡l]Ö†æ]‰nÜ æø:ôÚûßèºaøn$røkû4øçÎoÚøÃ^ÖôÛö`^

Zzgiâ:Yq~ÃÆa²[LLgzZ®óó»ÂZEw™D¸XZÏ§bLLN[%Ìóó&B‹û
EÀ}Æ

i³©$³†Êo]¢…šÚà óó»ÂZkZzï
ÆnZEwƒ@*ì�LL Þ³^Îèº…‰çÝ nZEwƒ@*ìXZÏ§bLL

óó�ZL0*ƒVÆizgŠZgZ0+ZiÐi}6,ZLŠñVÆ¶K**]ghŠ}X 4‚é]Öç½ð

XZzgZkÆ%ZŠÃ]Z�ÔZ2/ÔZ²',ÔZÅi�çÔ )1( ª]gpZÌBwì Z]Ö³Û³†‰çÝXX Ð%ZŠL ZZ]Ö³†‰ÜXX

Z°¶ÔZ°ÖZzgZÅ:Cé XEYz){�Zy~ÐŒÛWy™*ÅÂ"$ÆKÂLLâóóÐÀ˜æïZzgpÛ+»Òy

ZzgZkÅ@*gõ%ZŠàYCìZzgtæoZzg!ígcâ»yZyìX

DDDDZZZZ°°°°ÌÌÌÌÅÅÅÅZZZZ˜̃̃̃kkkk°°°°pppp
ZZ]Ö`³³r³³³^ð( 6
¬¦/g[ì
â»ÂæïZzgpÛ+ÆnZEwƒ@*ìXZÏ§b

óZzgZkÆº]ZzgZy6,FFF,ZIZ5YŒÛWyÆZßwz̧Z°ÆsV~Zq-DZzgZq-®Æ ]Ö³³†‰³ÜX

Z˜k**x0`�XZkDÅ°p~fYÆZZ̧Zw��
Šg`fs�:

Zâx8�.ç EE~äDZ°ÌÅ°pŠg`fsZÖp~Åì:

ZZaöçÚí^ÖËjäE]p]Ö†‰Ü]ÖÏn^‰oD(ef‚Ùœæ‡m^:é(œæÊ’Ø(œææ‘ØÖ×‚ŸÖè

X )2( óó Â×oƒ]l]Öv†Íœæ]‘×äœæÊ†Âäœæ…ÊÄÖf‹œæÞvçå

LLDZ°ÌÐ%ZŠÔgÌªÏÆ‚BgÌ¢ã»Z%sÒy™**Ô$+wÔic*Š]c*`ZzgzÝ~Zk

§b
ZyÅŠÑªws6,ìc*ZkÆZÝZzg�Ûq6,ìZk§b
Zy~Z£8k»eg»ƒYñóóX

90



ZâxyZiäZkÅ°pŠg`fsZÖp~Åì:

X )3( óó Â×ÜmÃ†ÍeäÚí^ÖË^lì¼]ÖÛ’^uÌ]ÖÃ%Û^Þnè¢‘çÙ]Ö†‰Ü]ÖÏn^‰o LL

LLz{DTÆfg)…rz¢6Æèo»gÌªÏÆZßßVÆ‚BZ%s»

Ø−óóX

Zq-[¬ÝäZkÅ°pŠg`fsZÖp~Åì:

X EPD ZZÂ×ÜmöÃ†øÍeôäÚí^ÖËè]ÖÛ’^uÌ]ÖÃ%Û^Þnè¢‘çÙ]Ö†‰Ü]ÖÏn^‰oXX

LLz{DTÆfg)rz¢6ZzggÌªÏÆZßßV~Z%sÆ!*g}~Y**YñóóX

�†ZAig‡ãäZkÅ°p~-VgBZi�:

X )5( óó ]Öç•Ä]Ö„p]…i–^åÂ%Û^á!…•o]Ö×#äÂßä!ÊoÒj^eèÒ×Û^l]ÖÏ†�áæu†æÊä LL

LLz{zäTÃ|]¢yXgèZvÅXäÜ]zwzsŒÛW6ÅÂ"$~Z(gHóóX

eZË‚Ý
&D4jè GEä�†ZAig‡ãÅf™™Š{°pÃ„ðh}ŠpÆ‚BÜHìz{˜�:

ZZæø]Ö†$‰Ü]¦‘_¡uomöÏø^ÙÖäE]ÖÃ%Û^ÞoDÚø^Òjfkeä]Ö’v^eè!…•ç]á]Ö×#ä!Â×n`Ü

X )6( ]qÛÃnà!]ÖÛ’^uÌXX

LLgÌZ˜kÃgÌ¢ãÌ¹Y@*ìZzgZkÐ%ZŠz{gÌZ�ìT6,ô/™ZxärzÃ

–óóX

‡g~g°jägÌZ�Å°pZyZÖp~ÜÅì:

LLŒÛWãÜ]Ãv.szic*Š]ZzgzÝzsÅ0*È~Æ‚BZk̂6,rT6,ô/»Z)qì

X )7( ZzgÂZF,÷BÑ™*X~VXÐ®wìóó

èÃg{!*Ñ°d]Ð…è¸ì
:

«°pZk!*]ÅÜZs#™Cì
gÌ¢ãZzgªÏ~£â]ZzgÜ]»Z%sñ�Š Z³X

ìX

[XeZË‚Ý
&D4jè GEZzg‡g~g°jÅ°p~Zk!*]Å§sZ�ág{Mì
ZkgÌZ�6,ô/»Z)q

91



ìXZzgtgÌZ�ÂZF,Æ‚B®wìX

`XZyÓxèÃg{°¶VÆŠgxy4,Zq&Z%sŠìZzgZy~rŠbeìX

gÌ�¦ZzggÌªÏc*âZzggÌZ�»�ÛtëŠg`fsVßVÐ™Mh�X

(ZyÜ]»ñ�Š{âÂ ]ÖÃ×ÛnàD(E]Ö†uÛàD(E]Ö’F×vFkD(Ea©ŸðD(EÚàÞf^−]ÖÛ†‰×nà )

ó~LLc*Yóóè Ú³àÞf³^−X ó~LLzZzóóZzgLL a©ŸðX gÌŒÛWãÆñZ¬ìYèZy~LLZ³óó–ƒZ7ìZzgLL

ƒðìXZzgZ¤/ZyÃŠg`fs§iÐK:

(ÂZyÅÂ"$Í
 ]Ö³Ã³^Ö³ÛnàD(E]Ö†uÛ^áD(E]Ö’^Öv^lD(Ea^œŸðD(EÚàÞf^ð]ÖÛ†‰×nà )

ÈÆ_.ìpgÌ¢ãÆ!*ssìXZÏ§bZ¤/ZyZÖpÃâ¬ÅOñâ&)ZgŠz(~

KA$ÌZ¤/ZÖpzwzs~¶�:ƒÂtZÖpâÆ$+wYäÆ!*z�ŠgÌ¢ãÆñZ¬ƒfZzg

Z¤/wzs~¶�g{YñÂQgÌ¢ãÆÜsƒfeìâÃðÌƒX

ggggÌÌÌÌ¢¢¢¢ããããÅÅÅÅSSSS::::]]]]ZZZZzzzzgggḡ̄̄̄ZZZZZZZZ++++
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ZķwÆ‡9Æ4,Šq-aègÌ¢ãZ˜kìÂD7®ZZkÅ#¿Y,̂ìXZzg].h+
X )62( gÌZ5ð~ŒÛWyœÅÂ"$Šg„ì

ZzgZyÆëìwfYÅìXÆ )82( Zzg³0†Z?x )72( Š~gZñ´)igÉ 3X

4,Šq-gÌŒÛWãÂD7ì®Z¬%îGZÜkÆnrzÅÂ"$Z7czsZzŸqzZ˜q]6,Å

Yãec�ZyÆŒVczszŒZzw�ZzggÌ¢ã6,:ÅYñ@*
YIßÍV~ˆz]ßÈ~

�áù:ƒnXpZkÆ‚B‚BgÌ¢ãÅõØÌÅYñZzgf}gÌÅ{§gÌ¢ã~Ì

rz»gGYN)92(X

DDDDZZZZ°°°°ÌÌÌÌÅÅÅÅ@@@@****ggggõõõõ»»»»ZZZZqqqq----¿¿¿¿YYYY^̂̂̂,,,,{{{{

]Ö³Ój³³^eè(]Ö³í¼(]Ö³ˆe³†( ²!i!*y~–ðÆn¼ŠZÖpëpZEwƒD�}

Yz){XZy~ÐŒÛWyè™*ÅÂ"$ÆnÂâÐæï ]ÖŠ³_†(]Ö†ÎÜ(]Ö†4Ü(]Ö†‰Ü(]Ö`r^

ZzgpÛ+ZzgZkÅ@*gõ%ZŠàYCìXZzgtæï»yZyìX²LLZÅ:Cé XEYóóZzgLLZ°ÌóóZzgZkÆº]

ZzgZy6,FFF,ZIZq-{m®ÅZ˜b�X¦/Z̧ŠzZg~ZkDÆnZZÖpZEwKYDgì

96



�XƒÐ¬Â"$c*âÔQWÐ̂™ZúZïÅ¯Y6,ÂLLVYóó»ZEwÑzqƒZXZkÆL̂LVY

Z…zóóc*LLVYrzZÆIrgóóÔLLVYZÅ2.ç
GEEsóóz){XÂVYÆŠp�w̄VÆ**ñVÅZ’Zð

WzZizVÐÂ¯**†ê–»VY)[XuXg(ìXZk§bVYZ…z»ÈƒZŒÛWyÆ/VÃ™

ÆnZyÆw̄VÃF,KMzZgÌ™!*ë�hä»§ic*ZkÆ̧Z°X0*v,œ~ó~~ÂLLZ°ÌóóZzg

LL%Îxóó»ZEwÑzqƒZX†LLgÌZ
Å.|Býóóc*LLgÌrzZÆIrgóóÔLL%ÎxZ…zóóc*LLZ°ÌZ

Å.|B§ö
E

óó

X )03( –ì

XŠHgð,!*gð,œ~ó~Ð )13( ¡Ò©k5å
GGIE~äZÐLLZ

Å.{ŒÑ
÷Z°ŠóóZzgLLZÑ˜bZ9óó–ì

gÌÆ‚B|]¢yñc*ZyÅ§sÐ™[rz»**xic*Š{ZEwƒäÎX†êLLgÌZ…z

ZÅš-)é I6óózLLgÎxrz¢yóózLLgÌZÅ.|BýZÑâxóóZzgLLZ°ÌZÅš-)é Iãóóz){XZzgZkÆn].h+ZzgYì

Z˜bLLDZ°Ìóóc*LLZ°ÌóóZ(gÅYg„ìX
Z¤/ëDZ°ÌÅèÃg{°d]»Y,̂{BÂ…Ø¸ì
DZ°ÌÅãCŠrzè¢6�Zk

nDZ°ÌZzgrzÆ!*g}~PZñg»Y'¢zg~ìX
1XrzÅ»g~~ƒÐZë»x|]ih+0U*"$ñ»åX|]ih+0U*"$ä„

Çt~å~Â"$ŒÛWy»�Û9uZ�xŠc*åZzgZ#r8ýL¢6ÅÂ"$¬Šzgœj~ZzgZkÆˆ

Šzg¢ã~ƒðÂZkz‰ÜÌZrVä„t�Û9uZ�xŠc*åZzgŠzg¢ã~Z#rzÅÂ"$ƒðz{

52|c*03|åªÑ™*X~VXÅzÃ]Ð51@*02‚wÆZ0+gZ0+gZzģgwZ~«zkÆ4,zwÐ�k
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