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The Prophet's empire, which commenced with a few
streets of a small city-state, expanded at the average rate
of 274 square miles daily ; and after ten years of political
activity, when he breathed his last, he was ruling over s :
million square miles. This area, as big as Europe minus
Russia, and inhabited certainly by -millions of people at
that time, was conquered at a cost of barely 150 men killed
on the battlefields on the cncmy side. Loss of Muslims
- was at the rate-of one martyra month for a period of ten
years at an average. This respect of human blood is un-
‘equalled in the annals of man. Moreover, the firmness of
.occupation, the ‘mental transformation of the conquered
. snd their complete assimilation, and the production of such
trained officers who in a bare fifteen years after the death
of the leader delievered millions of square miles from *
_bellum omnium contra omens to enjoy the pax Islamica and
to be ruled from Medina in three continents—these and
similar phenomena arouse jn us an intense curiosity—to
study the wars of the time of prophet. These wars of the
Prophet had nothing in common, except the name, with
our mundane wars and we see in his wars the truth of his
own saying: I am the Prophet of Battle, I am the
Prophet of Mercy”’!

r s

1. Dr Hamidullah, The Battleficlds of the Prophet

. Muhammad - (England, 1953), p. 5.
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