Fikr-o-Nasar (Islamabad) 6:6 (1968)
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“‘And, indeed man haspever—acl even i the contemporary China
of the Chou period with its highly develeped sense of crasand epochs—been
so awake and aware, so deeply sensible of time and conscious of dircetion

and fate and movement as he has been in the West.™

(Spengler - Decline of the Waest, Vol. 1, P. 133)
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“The first Greek writer whe alludes to i 1s Damascius. In his book,
On Primitive Principles (12th P. 384 ed Kopp) he says, +The Magi and the

whole Arvan nations consider, as Eademos writes, some Space, and gthers

Time. as the universal cause ont of which the good God as wellas the evil

spirits were scpamt(d

'Martin Haug : Essays on the Sacred language. Writings and
Religion of the Parsis. P. 12)
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“In the time of the Sasamdes 8 monotheistic tendency becomes
clearly apparent in dissident sects.  The expression, infinite time, Zarvan
akarana, which is found in the later part of the Avesta, was used as the
basis for the idea of a single God superior to the two principles. This
doctrine was known to Theodoros of Mopsuestia in the IV cemury of
our era and 10 the Armemian writers, Eznik and Elisaeus, in the
V century.”’

(Huart: Anctent Persian and Iranian Civilization, P. 171)
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«On the same matter Theodoros ot Mopsestia writes as follows,
according to the {ragment preserved by the Polihstor Photios (Biblioth 81):
1n the first hook of his work {On the de cirines of the Magi), says Phonios,
he propounds  the nefarious doctrine of the Persians, which Zarastrades
mtroduced, viz., that about Zarouam. whom he makes the ruler of the whole
aniverse and Calls him Destiny. {Marting Haug: Essays on the Sacred

| anguage, Writings and Religion of the Parsis, P. 12).
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Eznik says, in his refutetions of heresies (in the second book)
) ) ) v ) L b
containing a refutation of the false doctrine of Persians © Before any thing
i b
heaven or earth, or creatuve of any kind whatever therein, was exisfing

Zeruan existed, whose name means f.rtune or glory.”” (Ibid P. 12)
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“That the doctrine of Zarvan akarana
Persia during the time of Sasanians,

quoted above.’’ (Ibid).
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was commonly believed in
may be distinctly seen from the reports
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(1) *‘Even with this might and powerfulness of wisdom and knowledge,

cven this it is not possible 1o contend with destiny. Because when
prcdestination as {o virtue, or as to the reverse, comes forth, the wise be-

comes wanting {niyazan) in duty, and the astute in evil becomes intelligent,
the faint-hearted becomes braver, and the braver becomes faint-hearted, the

diligent becomes lazy and the lazy acts diligently. Just as predestined as

4o the matter, the cause enters into it and thrust our every thing else.”

Dina-i-Mainog Khirad Chap. «X1I1. 4-9, Sacred Book of the East

Part 111, P. 54}
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(1) “As to another delusion of those asserting the non-existence of a
sacred being, whom they call athestical (Dahri) that they are crdained free
from religious trouble (alag) and the toil of practising good work and the
unlimited twaddle (drayisin} they abundantly chatter, you should observe
this. ‘That they account this world. with the much change and adjustment
of description of its members and appliances, their antagonism to one
another, and their confusion with une another, as an original evolution of
boundless time. And this, too that there is no reward of good works, 1o
punishment of sin, no heaven and hell, and no stimulator of good works and
crimes.  Besides this that things are only worldly and there is no spirit.”’
(Stkand Gumantk Vijar Chap. VI Sacred Book of the East Part III. P. 146)
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