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"My ideais that the Koran is a kind of cocktail of texts that were not al
understood even at the time of Muhammad. Many of them may even be a
hundred years older than Islam itself. Even within the Islamic traditions
there is a huge body of contradictory information, including a significant
Christian substrate; one can derive awhole Islamic anti-history from them
if one wants. The Qur'an claimsfor itself that it is'mubeen,’ or clear, but if
you look at it, you will notice that every fifth sentence or so simply
doesn't make sense. Many Muslims will tell you otherwise, of course, but
the fact is that afifth of the Qur'anic text isjust incomprehensible. Thisis
what has caused the traditional anxiety regarding trandlation. If the Qur'an
is not comprehensible, if it can't even be understood in Arabic, then it's
not trandlatable into any language. That is why Muslims are afraid. Since
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the Qur'an claims repeatedly to be clear but is not-there is an obvious and
serious contradiction. Something else must be going on."
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"Some of the parchment pages in the Yemeni hoard seemed to date back to
the seventh and eighth centuries A.D., or Islam's first two centuries-they were
fragments, in other words, of perhaps the oldest Korans in existence. What's
more, some of these fragments revealed small but intriguing aberrations from
the standard Koranic text. Such aberrations, though not surprising to textual
historians, are troublingly at odds with the orthodox Muslim belief that the

Koran as it has reached us today is quite simply the perfect, timeless, and
unchanging Word of God."
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fragments, in other words, of perhaps the oldest Korans in existence. What's
more, some of these fragments revealed small but intriguing aberrations from
the standard Koranic text. Such aberrations, though not surprising to textual

historians, are troublingly at odds with the orthodox Muslim belief that the
Koran as it has reached us today is quite simply the perfect, timeless, and e
unchanging Word of God." W
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Aqdam ul Makhtootat Al-arbia fi Maktabat el Aalam, Unknown, Retrieved 10
December, 2010, from - "http://www.alyaseer.net/vb/showthread.php2=5199"
Azwa Ala Mushaf e Usman Wa Rehlata ho Shargan wa Garban, Dr. Sahr Al-sayyad
Abdul Aziz Salim, Retrieved 10 December, 2010, from
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