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. Eclecticismin Idlam, Arthur Jeffery, 1922
. The Quest of the Historical Muhammad, Arthur Jeffery, 1926
. Materialsfor the History of the Text of the Qur'an, Arthur Jeffery, 1936
. A Variant Text of the Fatiha, Arthur Jeffery, 1939
. The Orthography of the Samargand Codex, Arthur Jeffery, 1943
. TheTextual History of the Qur'an, Arthur Jeffery, 1946
Islam: Muhammad and His Religion, Arthur Jeffery, 1958
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"To begin with it is quite certain that when the Prophet died there was no collected,
collated, arranged body of material of his revelations. What we have is what could be
gathered together somewhat later by the leaders of the community when they began to
feel the need of a collection of the Prophet's proclamations and by that time much of it
was lost, and other portions could only be recorded in fragmentary form. There is a
quite definite and early Tradition found in several sources which says, "The Prophet of
Allah was taken before any collection of the Qur'an had been made". Muslim
orthodoxy holds that the Prophet himself could neither read nor write. But in our
generation both Professor Torrey of Yale and Dr. Richard Bell of Edinburgh, working
independently of each other, have concluded that the internal evidence in the Qur'an
itself points to the fact that he could write, and that for some time before his death he
been busy preparing material for a Kitab, which he would leave to his people as their
Scripture, to be to them what the Torah was to the Jews or the Injil to the Christians.

Thereis, indeed, an uncanonical tradition current among the Shi'a, that the Prophet had
made a collection of passages of his revelations written on leaves and silk and
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parchments, and just before his death told his son-in-law Ali where this material was
kept hidden behind his couch, and bade him take it and publish it in Codex form. It is
not impossible that there was such a beginning at a collection of revelation material by
the Prophet himself, and it is also possible that Dr. Bell may be right in thinking that
some at least of this material can he detected in our present Qur'an. Nevertheless there
was certainly no Qur'an existing as a collected, arranged, edited book, when the
Prophet died...Here, however, we have our first stage in the history of the text of the
Qur'an. There could not be a definitive text while the Prophet was still alive, and
abrogation of earlier material or accessions of fresh material were always possible.
With his death, however, that situation ended, and we have what was preserved of the
revelation material, partly in written form, partly in oral form, in the hands of the
community, and tending to become the special care of a small body of
specidists... The text thus obtained Tradition regards as officially promulgated by Abu
Bakr, and so the first Recension of the text of the Qur'an. Modern criticism is willing
to accept the fact that Abu Bakr had a collection of revelation material made for him,
and maybe, committed the making of it to Zaid b. Thabit. It is not willing to accept,
however, the claim that this was an official recension of the text. All we can admit is
that it was a private collection made for the first Caliph Abu Bakr. Some scholars deny
this, and maintain that Zaid's work was done for the third Caliph, Uthman, but as
'Uthman was persona non grata to the Traditionists, they invented a first recension by
Abu Bakr so 'Uthman might not have the honour of having made the first Recension.”

(http://www.bible.calislam/library/Jeffery/thg.htm
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