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AY "I should say sincerity,a deep,great,genuine sincerity.is the first characteristic of

all men in any way heroic. Such a man is what we call an original man: he
“comes to us at first hand. A messenger he.sent from the Infinite Unknown with
tidings to us.We may call him poet,Prophet, god:-in one way or other, we all N
feel that the words he ufters are as no other man,s words.Direct from the Inner
Fact of things;-he lives,and has to live,in daily communion with that.Hearsays

cannot hide it from him; he is blind, homeless, miserable, following hearsays; it

glares in upon him.Really his utterances, are they not a kind of revelation:, what -

/ we must call such for want of some other name? It is from the heart of the
world that he comes; he is portion of the primal reality of things. God has made .
many revelations:but this man too,has not God made him, the latest and newest '
of all? The' inspiration of the Almighty giveth him ﬁnderstanding:' we must
lissten before all to him"  ["On H.roes and Hero Worship” by Thomas Carlyle, P: 61- -62]
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[On Heroes and Hero-Worship: 82] -L tUs

"To the Arab Nation it was as a bmh from darkness into light; Arabia first
became alive by means of it .A poor shepherd people, roaming unnoticed in its |

deserts since the creation of the world: a Herb Prophet was sent down to them \ﬁ\
with a word they could believe:see, the unnoticed becomes world-notable, the
small has grown world-great; within one century afterwards, Arabia is at
\"4 ) Grenada on this hand,at Delhi on that - glancling in valour and splendour and
the light of genius, Arabia shines through long ages over a great section of the
world.Belief is great, life-giving .The history of a Nation becomes truitful,
soul-elevating, great, so soon as it believes . These Arabs, the man Mahomet,
and that one century,-is it not as if a spérk had fallen,one spark, on a world of

what seemed black unnoticeable sand; but lo, the sand proves explosive

powder, blazes heaven-high from Delhi to Grenada! I said, the great Man was
always as lightning out of Heaven;‘fhe.l'est of men waited for him like fuel, and
then they too would flame". {On Heroes and Hero-Worship:101-102] -
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' persons may surprise some readers and may be questioned by others,but he was

the only man in history who was supremely successful on both the religious and

secular levels.

Of humble origins,Muhammad founded and promulgated one of the'world.:s

great religions, and became an immensely ef.ective political leader.Today,

thirteen centuries after his déath, his influence is still powerful and pervasive.”
["The 100" by Michael H.Hart,P:33] ‘
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"Most Arabs at that time were pagans, who believed in many gods.There were,
however, in Mecca, a small number of Jews and Christians; it was from them
no doubt that- Muhammad first learned of a single, omnipotent God who ruled
the entire universe.When he was forty years old, Muhammad became convinced

that this one true God (Allah) was speaking to him,and had chosen hin: to

spread the true faith"  [“The 100" by Michael H.Hart,P:34]
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‘"How, then, is one to assess the overall impact of Muhammad on human
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"My choice of Muhammad to lead the list of the world,s most influential
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history? Like all religions, {stam exetts an encrinous mﬂuenée upon the lives of
its followers. It is for this reason that the founders of the world,s great religions
all figure prominently in this book.Since there are roughly twice as many
Christisns as Moslems in the world, it may initially seem strange that
Muhémmad has been ranked higher than fesus.There are tow principal reasons
for that decision. First. Muhammad played a far more impotant role in the
development of Islam ihan Jesus did in the development of Christianity,
Muhammad, however, was responsibale for both {he theology of Islam its main.
ethical and moral principales.In addition, he pl@edthe key role in proselytizing
the new faith, and in establishing the religious practics of Isalm."
["The 100" by Michael H.Hart,p:83-39)
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"We sce, then, that the Arab conquests of the seventh century have continued to

play an important role in human history, down to the present day,'lt is ihis

unparalleled combination of secula and religious influence which I feel entitles

Muhammad toc be considered the most influential single figure in human

history” ["The 100" by Michael H.Hart, P:40]
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