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(before the creation of the heavens and the earth). This is only a
restatement of the well-known scientific fact that a universal sea
preceded the birth of the land. If the Bible: "And the earth was
without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face to the
deep. And the spirit of God moved upon the face of the
waters."(Ge.l:2) According to another rendering, adopted by
Ewald, Dillmann, and Schrader (following Rishi), "And the
earth was waste and void, and darkness over the watery abyss,
and the breath of God was brooding over the waters." (D.B.1,
502) It is , however, to be noted that unlike the Bible which lays
down a sequence of the creation of the heavens and earth, and

which has been disproved by modern scientific researchers, the
Quran does not describe their origin in any particular sequence.
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Water is at the heart of both the causes and effects of climate
change. Water is necessary to sustaining life and Earth and
helps tie together the Earth's lands, oceans and atmosphere into
an integrated system. Precipitation, evaporation, freezing,
melting and condensation are all part of the hydrological cycle -
a never ending global process of water circulation from clouds
to land, to the ocean and back to the clouds. This cycling of
water is intimately linked with energy exchanges among the
atmosphere, ocean and land that determine the Earth's climate
and cause much of natural climate variability. The impects of
climate change and variability on the quality of human life
occur primarily through changes in the water cycle.
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