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- Mohammad Mohar Ali, Sirat al-Nabi and The Orientalists, King Fahad Complex,

Madinah, 1997, page. VII-VIII
A1 P Fooc &uxz i S B e s )T ,Lf‘KJn(VubJ/le: _t
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4-  Unknown, "Aloys Sprenger ", http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aloys Sprenger
(accessed January 6, 2014)

5-  Ibid.

6- The prophet was not free from superstition; he believed 1n jinn, omens and
charms, and he had many superstitious habits. The jinn were, according to his
opinion, of three kinds: some have wings and fly; others are snakes and dogs; and
those of the third kind move about from place to place like men. Again, some of
them believed 1n him, and others did not. (A. Sprenger, Life of Muhammad from
Original Sources, Allahabad, Presbyterian Mission Press, 1851, p. 90)

7-  Muhammad Ikram Chaghatay, DR. ALOYS SPRENGER (1813-1893) His Life
and Contribution to Urdu Language and Literature , http://www.
allamaigbal.com/publications/journals/review/apr95/5.htm (accessed Jan uary 6,
2014)

8- At that very time Jesus cured many who had diseases, sicknesses and evil spirits,
and gave sight to many who were blind (Luke: 7: 21)

9- His i1deas of omens, however, were more sensible: he admitted lucky omens, but
forbad to believe i unlucky ones. (Life of Muhammad p. 91)

10- Up to hus fortieth year Mohammad devoutly worshipped the gods of his fathers
(Quran: 93: 7). (Ibid., p. 94)



11-

12-

13-

When he was forty years of age the first doubts concerning 1doltary arose in his
mind. The true believers ascribe this crisis to a divine revelation. (Ibid., p. 95)

It 1s likely that the accentric Zayed, whom he must have met 1n mount Hara, first
instilled purer notion respecting God into his mind, and induced him to read the
Biblical history. (Ibid., p. 95)

He spent the greater part of his time 1in Hara, and came only occasionally to
Makkah for new provisions. Undisturbed meditation increased his excitement,
and his over-strained brains were, even 1n sleep, occupied with doubts and
speculations. In one of his visions he saw an angel, who said to him, "Read!".

(Ibid., p. 95)
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In the Quran we can trace three phases in the progress of the mind of
Mohammad, from idolatry to the formation of a new creed. First, the religion of
the Ka'bah, in which he sincerely believed, seems to have formed the principal
subject of his meditations...By mystifying the faith of his fathers he tried to
reconcile 1t with the belief 1n one God. (Life of Muhammad, p. 103)
[t has been mentioned that the vision, in which he was ordered to read, caused
him finally to renounce 1dolatry...Before the vision he was an 1dolator; and after
the fatrah he possessed the acquaintance with the Scriptural history, which we
find 1n the Qoran. Even after he had declared himself a prophet he shewed,
during the beginning of his career, a strong leaning towards, and a sincere belief
in, the Scriptures and Biblical legends; but 1in proportion to his success he
seperated himself from the Bible. This 1s the second phase in the progress of the
prophet's mind. (Ibid., p. 104)
Disappointed with the Jewish and Christian religions, he began to form a system
of faith of his own; and this 1s the third phase of the transition period. (Ibid.,p. 105)
He suffered of halucinations of his senses; and, to finish his sufferings, he several
times contemplated suicide, by throwing himself down from a precipice. His
fnends were alarmed at his state of mind. Some considered 1t as the accentricities
of a poetical genius; others thought that he was a Kahin, soothsayer; but the
majority took a less charitable view, and declared that he was insane; and, as,
madness and melancholy are ascribed to supernatural influence in the east, they

said that he was in the power of Satan and his agents, the jinn. (Life of
Muhammad, p. 105)
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His actions were, 1n some 1nstances, as cruel as his poetry: some apostates from
his faith were sentenced by him to have their hands and feet cut off, and their
eyes pierced with hot 1ron. In this condition they were thrown on the stony plains

of Maydynah. They asked for water, and 1t was refused to them; and so they died.

»®



Such 1nstances of cruelty are the more characteristic of his fanaticism, as he was
naturally mild, and even soft. (Life of Muhammad, p. 91)
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Unknown, William Muir, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William Muir(accessed
on January 6, 2014).
[bid.
The Biography of the Prophet and Orientalists, Mohar Ali, p. 73.
Unknown, 1d Samuel Margoliouth, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Davi
d Samuel Margoliouth (accessed on January 6, 2014).
D. S. Margoliouth, Mohammad and the Rise of Islam, New York, 1905, p. 9
He dreamed that he was swiftly carried by Gabriel on a winged steed past Medina
to the temple at Jerusalem, where a conclave of the ancient Prophets met to
welcome him. (Ibid., p. 121)
From these remarks we may conclude that, while some information regarding
Christianity may have been drawn from Christian slaves or Arabs, Mohammad
gained his cheif knowledge of Christiamity from Syria, through the same Jewish
medium which, at an earlier period, funished the more copious details of Jewish
history. (Ibid., p. 158)
Unknown, Wilhlam Montgomery Watt http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
William Montgomery Watt (accessed on January 6, 2014).
[bid.
Finally, what of our question? Was Muhammad a prophet? He was a man 1n
whom creative imagination worked at deep levels and produced 1deas relevant to
the central questions of human existence, so that his religion has had a
widespread appeal, not only 1in his own age but 1n succeeding centuries. Not all
the 1deas he proclaimed are true and sound, but by God's grace he has been
enabled to provide millions of men with a better religion than they had before
they testified that there 1s no god but God and that Muhammad 1s the messenger
of God. (W. Montgomery Watt, Muhammad: Prophet and Statesman, Oxford
University Press, 1961, p. 236)
Image of the Prophet Muhammad in the West: A Study of Muir, Margoliouth and
Watt by Jabal Muhammad Buaben , Islamic Foundation, 2007
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