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"Islam made its appearance in the world at a

time wh en t he o lder  c iv ilizatio ns, i .e . ,t he

byzantine, the persian and indian civilization

had decayed and the people everywhere were

looking for a release from the oppressive class

an d cast e  sy st em s which  was a  co m m on

characteristic of the older civilizations." 





























 
 

"Between the eleventh and thirteenth centuries,

European culture began to develop, facilitated

by the eager and systematic appropriation of

suitable elements from the higher civilizations

of  I slam  an d by zan t ium ,  t o get h er  with

ado ptatio n of  this in her itence to t he special

conditions and interests of the west.
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"Fo r  m o re t h an  a t h ousan d y ear s,  I slam

provided the only universally acceptable set of

rules and principles for the regulation of public

an d so cial life . Ev en  dur ing t he p er io d of

maximum European influence, in the countries




ruled o r do min at ed by Europ ean  im per ial

po wers as well as in  th o se t hat r em ained

in dependen t,  Islamic p olit ical no tio ns and

attitudes remained a  profo und and p ervasive

in fluence.  In  r ecent  y ears th ere h av e been

man y signs th at  th ese n ot ion s and att itudes

may be returning, albeit in modified forms, to

their previous dominance." 
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