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"In interpreting Islamic mystical texts, one must not forget
that many sayings to which we give a deep theological or
philosophical meaning may have been intended to be
suggestive wordplay; some of the definitions found in the
classical texts may have been uttered by the Sufi
sort of ko'an, a paradox meant to shock the Masters as a
hearer, to kindle discussion, to perplex the logical
faculties and thus to engender a non logical
understanding of the real meaning of the word
concerned, or of the mystical "state” or "stagé" in
question. The resolution of apparent contradictions in
some of these sayings might be found, then, in an act of
illumination. This is at least one possible explanation of
the fact that the masters give many different answers to
the same questions” 1
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All men at one time or another have fallen in love with
the veiled Isis whom they call Truth. With most, this has
been but a passing passion: they have early seen its
hopelessness and turned to more practica! things. But
there are others who remain all their lives the devout
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tovers of reality; though the manner of their love, the |
visions which they make unto themselves of the beloved
object, varies enormously. Some see Truth, as Dante
saw Beatrice: a figure adorable; yet intangible, found in
this world and yet revealing the next. To others she
seems rather an evil yet an irresistible enchantress:
enticing, demanding payment and betraying her lovers at
the last. Some have seen her in a test tube and some in
a poet's dream: some before the altar, others in the
slime. The extreme pragmatists have even sought her in
the kitchen: declaring that she may best be recognized
by her utility. Last stage of all: the philosophic sceptic has
comforted an unsuccessful courtship by assuring himseif
that his mistress is not really there.

Under whatsoever symbol, they may have objectified
their quest, none of these seekers have ever been able
to assure the world that they have found, seen face to
face, the Reality behind the veil. But if we may trust the
reports of the mystics--- and they are reports given with a
strange accent of certainty and good faith— they have
succeeded where ail these others have failed, in
establishing immediate communication between the spirit
of man, entangled as they declare amongst material
things, and that "only Reality", that immaterial and final
Being, which some philosophers call the Absolute, and
most theologians call God. This, they say-— and here
many who are not mystics agree with them--- is the
hidden Truth which is the object of man's craving; the
only satisfying goal of his quest’. £
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"All doctrine is related to the mind but mystical doctrine,
which corresponds to the lore of certainity, is a summons
to the mind to transcend itself"<®
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