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"Ghalib, on the other hand, in spite of many broad
innuendoes in his poetry about the political situation of
his time, was largely able to maintain his plilosophical
detatchment and defiance, perhaps as weapons against
any assault upon the spirit and intellect. Athough
deeply aware of human sorrow and human inperfections,
Ghalib was above all a lover of life. His poetry is
comparatively free from the usual romantic depression and
the sense of doom which pervades Urdu poetry of the
time. Ghalib does not indulge n agonizing
soliloquies, but speaks to man from philosophical
heights. As an  original thiker, he refused to
accept some of the current religious tenets and

beliefs at  their  face value..  Ghalib  embarked
upon what may be called a rediscovery of the
Devine Being, but the results gave no
satisfaction. One of his constant puzgles
was whether God was an absolute truth or a creation
of the human mind. Newertheless, this

intellectual remoteness did not  -prevent Ghalib
from voicing a rebellion against the narraw minded
theologians, who insisted on the institutionalization
of God. Ghalib also believed-- and this was

N



) .
perhaps a direct conclusion drawn from the
contemporary social situation-- that the
promise of reward was no provocation to good
deeds, nor was the fear of punishment a deterent

. from evil. The motivation for good must be
the love of humanity; for evil, the lack of it" 6 -
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"Momin did not live long enough to see the Mutmy,

but Ghalib did, and  his poetry and other wrmngs

are equally colored with a deep sense of personal
foss." 27)
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26. Asia. A journal published by the Asia Society,
New York : No, 9, 1967. Page, 39.

27. As above. Page, 39,
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