Dy .Ahmad Nabi Khan*

A Hitherto un-Noticed Tomb of Multan
Style of Architecture at Dipalur (Punjab)

Dipalpur or Deobalpur or Deopalpur of medieval historians is
one of the most ancient and important historic cities of Pakistan.
Today, it is si{uated on the old bank of the river Beas, in 30° 41’
N. and 73° 32’ E. in the Sahiwal district of the Punjab and is the
headquarter of a tehsil of the same name established in 1870.1 Its
origin goes deep into antiquity and is attributed to the legendary
Dipa, one of Raja Saliwahan’s sons after whose name it was called
Dipalpur.2 The city however rose into prominence with the establish-
ment of the Tughluq dynasty whose founder, Ghazi Malik or Ghiyas
al-Din Tughluq was, prior to his elevation to the throne of Delhi,
appointed its governor by ‘Ala’ al-Din Khalji.® The activities and
administrative reforms of the new governor gave a new impetus to
the so far little knoewn and insignificant igfa‘, making it the ‘tqta‘-1,
buzurg, as recorded by the contemporary historians.* It became the
principal centre of sacio-political activities of area and a number of
edifices, both religious and secular, were built here during this and

subsequent periods. The town was regarded secend only to Multan

possessing 84 towers, 84 mosques and 84 wells.? The great Jame*
Mosque built by Firuz Shah Tughluq, the impressive fortificatio.
with high bastions and gateways of the Lodi period, and several

* Superintendent of Archaeology, Northern Circle, Old Fort, Lahore.

1. Panjab District Gazetteers, vol. xviii-A, Montgomery District, part A {Lahore
1933) p. 69.

Sce, for details, present writer’s article, ‘Debalpur Through the Ages, in Jour.
Res. Soc. of Pakistan, vol. vii no. 1 (Jan. 1970) p. 62 sqq

1bn Battuta, Rehla, (GOS) p. 48. For a curious story about his succession to the
throne, related by ‘Afi, see his Ta'rikh-i-Fivuz Shahi (Bib. Ind.) p. 36 sqq-

4. Mahdi Husain, The Rise and Fali of Muhammad Bin Tughing (London 1938) p-

28 £n. 5.
5. Drstiict Gazetteer p. 70,
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at Merv, when he was a child of six.! On 10 Dlu ’'l-Hijja 514
another of his teachers, namely Ibrahim ibn Muhammad ibn
Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ibn Amirawaih al-Salihiini died. He was
with him, and he says :* 47l saus aeazt a3t I x5, As regards Abu
"1-Hasan ‘Ali ibn al-Husain al-Hafsawi al-Marwazl (who died in 515,
when Abad Sa‘d al-Sam'ani was 9 years old), he gave lecturers at the
Masjid al-Qaffal in the Fullers Street (=Sikkat al-Qassarin) at Merv.
al-Sam‘ani used to sit in his Class.?

In 520, when Abd Sa‘d al-Sam‘ani was a lad of 14, a teacher
called Abu ’l-Qasim Isma‘il ibn Ahmad ibu Muhammad ibn al-}lasan
al-‘Attar al-Saidalani who had already granted an “ijaza’” to the
author in the year 509 (at the age of 3) died.*

Abd Sa‘d has recorded that the year 527 (December 1132)
witnessed the severest weather while he was journeying to Bukhara
to meet Abu’l-Fadl Muhammad ibn ‘All ibn Sa‘id of Bukhara
(d.536) and to obtain from him an “ijaza’’ which he subsequently

gave him.® We do not get further details.
We find a few indications in this MS to the effect that this work

was undertaken by Abidi Sa‘d in a much later part of his life, and
this Mu‘jam al-shuyikh was therefore going to possess the best
qualities of his authorship. He had by then gained a lot of experi-
ence and had gathered a large treasure of information. For instance
under Amir ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn al-Muwaffaq,® Abid Sa‘d al Sam‘ani
says in the MS : Llwasts o)l 5 i s 5o Sde pulidl @ O leaving
a small gap between 4w and owiyls. Yaqit al-Hamawi, probably
quoting from al-Sam‘ani’s Takbir, does not give any date at all.* The
Ansab lacks the article on ““Diwaqani’’. Again the complete ancestral
line of Abu Sa‘d al-Sam‘dni is to be found given in the MS (folio 17 b)

under biographical sketch of his unlce Abii Muhammad al-Hasan ibn-

Mansir (d. 1 Jumada I 531).2 It reads
O el o iz of dast oy deal ) jlamlis o de (o jgate (Gl dest )
vo o geendl dpamdlaee oy dildee o @hees C_.g)]l O Jeaddl oy sladlas
While the one given in the Ansab!is evidently defective :
O i o daa g deg o deal fp ldlae fp det g gaezs
eS| Glaswdl Dl oy (,L.... o @Q}J\ O et

1. Ansab, 25b - 26 a. 2. Folio 1 b. lines 5-10. 3. Ansab. 171 b -172a.
4. Folio 1 b, lines 23-24. 5. Folio 100 b, lines 12-16 6. Folio 41 b line 20.
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ibn al-Husain ibn Hamza ibn al-Qasim ibn fa‘far ibn ‘Aqil ibn
Muhammad ibn‘Abd Allah ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Umar ibn Ali ibn
Abi Talib, who died® on 7 Muharram 507, when Abd Sa‘d was
hardly 5 months old) issued an “‘ijaza’ to Abi Sa‘d al-Sam‘dni.a

The last date occurring in the MS seems to be that of the death
of Abd ‘Umara Hamza ibn Abi Siddiq Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-
Hamadhani al-Qassar {d. 15 Jumada IT 507).* In a biographical note
on Abu ’I-Fath Mas‘id ibn Muhammad ibn Sa‘id ibn Mas‘ad ibn ‘Abd
Allzh al-Mas‘@di, the author gives the dates :?
odldt 5 SN A S dsYl &) sl G Gioses GG elayY) pa 433Y s

(568=) &ilawad 3 Cntw s O Laew @7 S 5, 9,6 Lluyls

This is inherently improbable, for al-Sam‘ani died on 1 Rabi¢ I
562.2 In the margin. however. there is an entry made in dim ink
possibly in the same hand, explaining :

e 45 @7 &Y Glaawdl JsF e o 1s

Therefore the MS cannot be an autograph.

Another discrepancy in the great Mu‘jam al-bulddn comes to
light when we study the biography of Abu ‘Abd Allah Rahmat Allah
ibn ‘Abd al-Rahmain ibn al-Muwaffaq. Yaqit mentions him under
“Diwanaja”* that accordingto Aba Sa‘d al-Sam‘ani this scholar
died at Diw&qan in Dhu ’1-Qa‘da 505. But the MSreads :® 4is Sorem
ol 81 4yl (v 9 ¢ Obigay, Dhu ’1-Qa‘da 505. The year 505 is infeasible,
for Aba Sa‘d al-Sam‘dni was born on 21 Sha‘ban 506.°

Of the earliest reminiscences recorded by Aba S‘ad al-Sam‘ani
in his Mu‘jam al-shuyihh (MS) is that of Abd ‘Uthman Ism&‘dl ibn
Sahl ibn Abi Sahl ibn Muhammad al-Muqri’ of Nishapdr (d. 5 Rabi’
I 519),” who granted him the “ijaza” in 509. This was only when
Abii Sa‘d was only three years old and was learning the Qur‘dn under
this teacher. ‘Abd al-Ghaffar ibn Muhammad ibn al-{Tusain ibn
Shirawaih al-Junabidhi of Nishapir® is another teacher under whom
he studied when he was only three years and a half, of course in the
year 509. Then we find the author observing the funeral ceremony
of Ab@i Bakr Muhammad ibn al-Husain al-Arsanidi (d. Rabi* I 512)

a. Folio 3 b, lines 3-9. 1. TFolio 22 b. lines 19-21. 2. Ibid.
3. Ibn Khallikin. s. v. 4. Mu‘jam al-buidan,s. v. 5. TFolio 25 a, lines 9-12.
6. Ibn Khallikan, s. v, 7. Folio 3 b. lines 10-12. 8. TFolio 49 b, lines 19-20
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(aar- ) dswadl GBI gupe o3 Glaal gy danl gy deal ota gyl o

The name of his uncle Ahmad al-Sam‘ani Abu’l-Qasim (b. 487-
d. 534)2 could still be added. He had taken the young scholar to
Nishapar.

" But now we have to examine if the MS is the Mu'jam al-shyikh
or the Tahbir. .

Though some scholars® think that the Tahbir and the Mu'jam
al-shuyikh are one and the same work of Abd Sa‘d al-Sam‘ani, but the
description given}by various scholars like Ibn Kballikan,*al-Dhahabi®
and Hajji Khalifa® lead us to the conclusion that the Takbir was
several times larger than the Mu‘jam al-shuydikh, to the retio of 40 :
300. Hence the MS under examination cannot be the magnus opus
{the Tahbir) of al-Sam‘ani.

To further bear it out, we may like to compare the excerpts of
the Tahbir given in the Mu‘jam al-buldan of Yaqat al-Hamawi’
regarding Aba Sa‘d Khalid ibn al-Rabi‘ibn Ahmad ibn Abi’l-Fadl
ibn Abi’l-‘Asim al-Tarani, where two of his beautiful poetical lines
are quoted as specimen. In the Mu‘jam (MS), al-Sam‘anl briefly
mentions him only as a poet of spontaneity.® Yaqat quotes from the
Tahbir and gives two of his lines.

Again, regarding Abd Bakr Khalaf ibn Ahmad ibn Abi Ahmad
al-Marw al-Rddhi, Yaqat? says on the authority of the Tahbir that
he died in Rajab 506. Inthe MS (Mu'jam al-shuyikh)'® the date of
death of Abd Bakr Khalaf ibn Ahmad is not given. He however
mentions that the ““ijaza’ was issued in Rajab 506. The strangest
aspect of this piece of information is that Abd Bakr Khalaf ibn
Ahmad al-Marw al-Rddhi had issued the ‘‘ijaza’ in favour of Abd
Sa‘d al-Sam‘ani a month before his birth. This ““ijaza’’ was obtained
on a request made by Abi Bakr al-Sam‘ani, fcr his son to be born
in a month or so. We also learn that a teacher (Abu 'l-Hasan Isma‘il

1. On the authority of the Tahbir of Abu Sa‘d al-Sam‘ani, see Mu'jam al-buldin,
art. Dandavagan,

Ansab, 308 b, lines 9 ff,
Wafaydi al-a'yan, ii. 378.
Kashf al-zunun, per index,
Folio 23 b (A}, lines 4-9,
Folio 23 a (B), line 16.

Al-Tashkupri-zada : Mifidk al-sa‘ada, i. 211,
Tadhkirat al-puffaz, iv. 110

Article Taran.

Art. Maw al-Radh.
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7000'— the latter said to be a record number — that lifetime was
largely spent in travelling from place to place in order to hear tradi-
tions and collect other information’.?

The name of al-Sam‘ani’s teachers given in the MS are not
arranged strictly in alphabetical order. The present MS opens with
IBRAHIM. After two of them comes the name ISMAIL :

e GG 5 Jusle) (Folio 4a
Lo deal gy dez op Jeslel (Folio 5 a
PO RR RN WA (Folio 5 a
dag p degt o Jasled (Folio 5b
oo m2lah o e oy Jeelel (Folio 5 b)
... Gleal  (Folio 6 b) ...ad  (Folio 6 b)

Tn the Section of *“alif’’, notices of those of the scholars bearing
the name ‘“Ahmad” are wanting. We know at least ten of
al-Sam‘an1’s teachers each called “Ahmad’’ :

Al s (as5.- ) Ay u{g[i” d'l-;:-_,y‘ Ol o doaal Jig_,.;l 3
.&Tl;_}nwa c_kﬁ :jt::y'

(avr- ) s,aklt (g3l SV | o AB o daa! SNl bk s 4
) acis e ¢ GEsLIE G K| Of o Saal Aogre il 8

( ~£v)
Ola g oyl ke =S ¢ Glaydell GLAN daal oy dasz oy denl Juaidlpl @
{sse- )
aae bty i 38T LA, 201 alE g dmal oy diag o deanl e ) 7
(8va- )
A8y~ 38 t...ri:l [ STNIN POPI T TS el LAy o Aest ] J\A»T S Q‘ B
I N o Pk

(g59 2-33) sy &is xS 6 359500 Je of dest o Sl dxae s
A2 (arye ) CAR @aY Sdlae o dast gy daal i gyl 19
Aol e

Are xS C)ﬁl Jat e @yl LI oy dast oy EWR QUSSR st

1. Ibn al-Najjar (Ms) Cambridge, Folio 278 b.

2. Ansab, ed. Margoliouth, Intra., p. 2,

3. Ibid, 24 a. 4. 1Tbid., 377 a. 5. Ibid,287 b,
6. Ibid., 211 a, 377 a. 7. 1bid., 332 a. 8. Ibid., 193 a.
9. Ibid., 281 a 10. 1bid., 377 a. 11. Ibid., 393b.
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of Abid Sa‘d al-Sam‘dani. It is also evident that it is a Mu‘jam
of scholars (i.e., a Dictionary of names alphabetically arranged).
The biographical notices are very brief enumerating the lineage of
a particular scholar generally to three or five generations, giving the
main occupation or scope of his literary activities, then mentioning
only one or two of his prominent teachers, and finally his dates —
birth and death, adding the author’s personal note &jla¥l Jl =5
(M5 500 C:«z:e) or simply 4 =5, We may quote an example here :*

Oas Jal g Glhegdl Guarmlall (ogliell Jo o dest o2 w8l Glral
¢ " s_S’)gj o ul; Of AeR y hual r,u.\i.‘l lgT oo ¢ |=J§>'. f>=)l,a f.cb:‘.’:. oK
O dt“” enaVt s ailigy ¢ l:'lu.gﬂ} g 9 oot Diw (§ 4T3V 5 BT
 Blocsiy Creet 9 Can dle
The next issue for discussion is whether all the scholars described
in this MS are none more than the teachers of Abi Sa‘d al-Sam'ani.
We have a strong feeling that the MS isa Mu‘jam of al-Sam‘ani’s
teachers (=Shuyakh), for after having finished with the biographical
sketches of scholars of his time, Abd#i Sa‘d al-Sam‘ani appends a
Chapter captioned :2
o azmmedl Uge e op[allenl i)y ¢ s xS Gladl s
s A e o 2 Y
Thisaffords usa cogent hint that this workis primarily concerned
with the biographical notes on such of the scholars—men & women—-
from whom al-Sam‘ani had directly drawn. This particular Chapter
deals with the lady-teachers of al-Sam‘ani. Herein he mentions his
mother Fatima.* However the name of his sister Amat Allah Al-Hurra
(b. 491)* appears to have not been included. She was o/l 585~
OV but probably had not much for Aba Sa‘d to benefit from. In
view of this piece of internal evidence, it cannot now be denied
that that the MS is a Mu‘jam of Abd Sa‘d’s teachers,
The total number of al-Sam‘ani’s teachers described in this
Mu‘jam is 8723 We learn that ‘‘since the number of persons under
whom he studied in his lifetime was variously reckoned at 4000°—

1. Foliolb. 2. Folio 140 b, lines 5-6.

3. TFolio 145 a, lines 15-19. 4. Ansab. 308 b, lines 16-18.
5. Folio 1b. 6. Ibn Khallikan, ii. 378,



et e
and &l demy @ally Jo diiny 2
And.? -.zala»)”..\:i— ual‘ o 4 AV Ollledt ng) d}S I 00 oty
oo Lnany ¢ rl,ml L Ga,S 1y W #ls8 Opier g S13 3 O s A desy
Sl ot il e dlaee o1 5las i 30l demy Glaned) quldl gl as Gel )3y
, e ol «?)
Here under the biographical note on Abi ‘All al-Husain ibn ‘Ali
al-Lamishi (d. 522)* the author mentions an emissary of the Khaqan
Muhammad Arsalan Khan ibn Sulaimzn ibn Dawid (fl.  495-524 . .
526-536)® to the Court of the Caliph al-Mustarshid bi’llsh (fl. 52 -
529), he alighted at the Royal Guest House in Merv. Abid Sa'd
al-Sam‘ani and his elder brother Abu’l-Muzaffar ‘Abd al-Wahhab
(whom he speaks of as dead now) were carried to his audience. He
did great honour to the young nephews of his teacher Abu’l-Qasim
al-Sam‘ani., This was in the year 515 ; and in return a few months
later, Abu Sa‘id Yahya ibn ‘Ali was sent on a royal errand to the
Court of the Khagan.®* A study of this exchange of diplomatic
messages and their results yields an independent research paper to
be contributed at a subsequent date.
Finally, in very clear terms the author mentions his father and
his mother:7?
Gl iyl G aad o Aeal o el oy Bubli ol ol
SR o) OF ladlly | pilly Ful ) ot o ot yin o1 (o B Lmamny
L O\ iyl L3aY s wib Ty . bl OleaYly Uynadl 5425 pdell g 441,
Cnnne |, Blemaiy N 3 SN i iy 23l ¢ Blanyls oniled 5 i
v ol Glaeadl degt K LT Gl cnae Ja85 A Lpamy GA1
He also mentions his maternal uncle :8
Lalsai it el LS'J o deal ot owerll oy Aest ® .&)'J:E_}J Jdla

It is therefore decidedly proved that the MS is one of the works

1. Folio 87 b. line 16. 2. Folio 20 b, lines 7-9.

3. B.487-4d. 534. 4. D. 522 (Yaqut, see art. uﬁ...Y)

5. Zambaur, Mu'jam al-usva¢. .., p. 313. 6. Ansab., 173 a.

7. TFolio 145 a, lines 15-19. 8. TFolio 87 b, line 13 : Ansdb, 280 a.
9. In the Ansab (op. cit.) his patronym is Aba Bakr (b. 490 circa - 4. Dhu ‘1.Hijja

549).
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ink is black with a brownish tinge of meg-nut, The script is evident-
ly a fast cursive Naskh of sixth century (Hijra).

The outer boards are flapped off, probably due to roughhandling
one some occasion, but later the binding has crudely been mended
with a piece of silk cloth.

At places the MS is worm-eaten and has several small round
perforations here and there. The first folio and the last three
folios are water-stained, making a part of the text completely
illegible.

Paper of the MS has fabricational defects, ¢ g. the top left corner
of Folio 52 is torn off. The scribe has therefore not cared to mend
it with pasting a slip onto it. Similar fabricational defects are to
be found on Folio 90 and 94. A small slip has however been pasted
on Folio 78 to mend the space in the middle of the lowest edge.

The MS bears a few seal impressions. The old seal reads : 4xXe)!
dsas02) in Tughra, and is impressed on Folios 62 a and 145 b. A larger
seal within two concentric circles which reads : 4 »Wl 4Kt in
modern type is to be found printed on Folio 5 b.

The writer of these lines possesses a photographed copy of
this MS.

A close examination of the MS confirms that it is a composition
of Taj al-Din Abd Sa‘d ‘Abd al-Karim al-Sam‘anI (b. 21 Sha‘ban 506,
d. Rabi‘* I 562), the author of the celebrated Dictionary of Ansab
(sing. misba : ascription, Nomina relativa, or relative adjectives—and
the adjectival forms indicating tribal relation, so popular among the
Arabs, or signifying connection with places, trades, occupations, sects,
or some other form of location).! The author is Abd Sa‘d al-Sam‘ani,
for he frequently mentions his grandfather : Glass!l aliad! gl rl.‘Yl S 2
He mentions his father?® ,az O5 3 ¢ jplusd Jl &l desy Gl gloa
Lrews ¢ chie dulse, u;'.‘) BTN _,:\5;'” jl ot d“i L.)J.‘ G e4is C:.:L“
Sl b2 izt leawd] ATy | Cial g opte SN ol STy K A
Aol pbant jaa g Jgiy & Aii eul aie gledl @ i OF ¢l demy
WSO 3 G 058 L A ane gl esil sty A1 Gn oleyllae

1. Cf. W. Wright : Grammar of Arabic Language, Cambridge 1967, i. 149-165.
2. Folios 2 a, line 3 ; 18 b, line 10; 54 a bis. 3. Folio 49 b, lines 18-22.



Dr M. N. Ehsan Elahie*
A MS Copy of al-Sam‘ani’s Tahbir

AT the other end of the Siq Musaqqaf (the roofed market) of
Damascus in close vicinity of the great Umayyad Mosque, there
stands a 700 year old structure called al-Zihiriyya. This is a
library, and a public library—and no more a Madrasa now. Precisely
it is called the Maktabat al-Zzhiriyya al-‘Umimiyya. 7The Research
Academy ( la! C:,—-Jl) of Damascus is also housed in one of its

flanks.

Among the several rare manuscripts preserved in this grand
library perhaps the most attractive, though relatively less attended
to, is the one catalogued under ‘“‘History - Biographies’ as the well-
known al-Tahbir of AbG Sa‘d al-Sam‘ani.!

This MS, as it exists today, contains 158 folios on thick Bagh-
dadi paper, now slightly brown with age. It is defectiveat both ends.
Without mentioning the title of the work? and the name of its author
and even without proper doxology or the usual form of introduction
the MS abruptly opens with : cnntyl 9 Ce_;f f Qlay et e oientls
el s el I G o iilwss s, Likewise the MS lacks the
colophon. While enumerating the lady scholars,? the author reaches
i ,8 Yeowl 4o o UK U y- 0 Here the text closes. Obviously the
MS should not have lost more than four or five of the folios from the

beginning, and a similar number of folios at the end.

The size of the page is 111" x 83" with 23 lines to a page.® The

R.tired Associate Professor, Punjab University, Lahore (Editor).

Yusitf al-Tsheh @ & ikl oSy @b ghimadle 48, Damascus 1947, p. 181
On the outer cover, the title “‘al-Tagbir 1i'l-Sam'ani’’ appears in a recent hand.
From Folio 140 b.

Folio 148 b,
24 lines to a page are to be found on folios 8 b;9a;52a,b; 53 a; 9 a. And
22 lines to a page are to e counted on folios 51 a ; 94 b.

*
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(A)—Dipalpur: An un-known tomb.

(B)—Dipalpur :-An un-known tomb. The stucco ornamental
tracery with a fughra in the centre,



(A)—Dipalpur: An un-known tomb. General view from the south.

g

(B) —Dipalpur : An un-known tomb. A close-up view of the above.






