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Abstract

Humanism is a philosophical and ethical stance that emphasizes

the value and agency of human beings, individually and collectively,

and generally prefers critical thinking and evidence (rationalism and

empiricism) over acceptance of dogma or superstition.Humanism as a

philosophy today can be as little as an perspective on life or as much

as an entire way of life; the common feature is that it is always

focused primarily on human needs and interests. Philosophic

Humanism can be distinguished form other forms of humanism

precisely by the fact that it constitutes some sort of philosophy,

whether minimalist or far-reaching, that helps define how a person

lives and how a person interacts with other humans. Humanism is a

rational philosophy informed by science, inspired by art, and

motivated by compassion. Affirming the dignity of each human being,

it supports the maximization of individual liberty and opportunity

consonant with social and planetary responsibility. It advocates the

extension of participatory democracy and the expansion of the open

society, standing for human rights and social justice. Free of

supernaturalism, it recognizes human beings as a part of nature and

holds that values-be they religious, ethical, social, or political-have

their source in human experience and culture. Humanism thus derives
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the goals of life from human need and interest rather than from

theological or ideological abstractions, and asserts that humanity

must take responsibility for its own destiny. Humanism is a

democratic and ethical lifestance which affirms that human beings

have the right and responsibility to give meaning and shape to their

own lives. It stands for the building of a more humane society through

an ethics based on human and other natural values in a spirit of

reason and free inquiry through human capabilities. It is not theistic,

and it does not accept supernatural views of reality.
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