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Abstract

The devolution of power in the structure of local government is
the most effective way of enhancing public participation in the
political affairs at grass root levels. This paper examines the process
of decentralization in Pakistan. It provides an in-depth analysis of the
historical overview of local government reforms starting with
pre-independent period up to the current political setup. It is an
interesting paradox that every representative political government in
Pakistan has simply ignored the importance of local self-government
and undermined these structure reforms, while each of the three
military regimes of General. Ayub Khan, General. Zia-ul-Haq and
Gen. Pervez Musharraf, has initiated and implemented the local
self-governments reforms. Since the inception of Pakistan, negligence
of decentralization by the politicians, the bureaucratic control,
dictatorial apprehension, eventually led local government plans to
regression. Comparative analyses of three systems of local
self-government introduced by the dictatorial regimes have been made
and the motives behind every local government plan and the potential
impacts have also been explored.
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