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! A CONDCLENCE MESSAGE FROM DR FAROOQ
ABDULLAH CHIEF MINISTER JAMMJ & KASHMIRF
- . a0
1AM GRIEVED 7O ‘HEAR-ABOUT THE SAD
'PASSING AWAY OF MUFTI ATIQUL REEMAN. SAHIB WHO
WILL BE REMEBERED FOR HIS GONTRIBUTION 70
. ISLAM (&) HB VAS A VETERAN SCHOLAR AND AN
OUTGTANDING PUBLIC FIGURE (%} ON EEHALF OF
1HE PECPLE OF JAMMU & KASHWIR KINDLY ACCEPT
. MY DFEEP CONDALENCES (%) '
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Atiqur Rahman Usmani (1901-1984)

Islamic Scholar, Nationalist, Unifier of Men, Synihesizer of Id‘ens
MUSLIM INDIA JUNE 1984

Borm 'in 1901, Atigur Rahman,
Usmani, populariy known as Mufti
Saheb, came from an eminent family.
of Utema. His father Mufti Maulana
Azizar Rahman Usmani was an
eminent Mufti who had prOnounced
more than §,18.000 Fatwas and was
associated wath the Darul-Uloom,
Deoband. His grabhd-father was one
of. foundcrs of. the Darul-Uloom.

Mufti Saheb studied at the Darul

‘Uloom and became Hafiz at the
age'of 9. He gradvated at the: age

of 22 and initially taught at Deoband

and then at Madrasa Islamia, -

Dhdbet, Gujarat, for five years.
From™~ 1933-37 he ~was Khatib,
Coolotola Mosque 2t Calcutta and
during this period he came close to
Mauiana Abul Kalam Azad: In1938
he <hifted to Delhi and sct up

‘Nadwatul Musannefeen, an jnstito-

tion for Isiamic research and publi-

.cation whi¢ch he servedte his end,

During this_period, bBe translated

-intg U:du wuth ¢xplanatory notes,

Ybne Taimia's' 2l-Kalam al-Tayyab

.and 1bne Jozi's Sadratul Khatir..:He

also began publlshmg the monthly
jourmal ‘Burhan’ which has by .now
achieved ~a posmon “of eminence in
the Sub- contment.

Nationallst nud Freedom Fsghter

In 1930, hc came into contact

with Gandhul during - his Dandi.
‘March, ‘and gavé the famous Fatwa

dedlaring ‘haraam'” the -auction-
plrchase of -properties ‘confiscated
by.the British for violation af the <
Sait Act. Mufti' Saheb identificd
himself' with® the - Freedom - Move=
ment and_ the Indian National

‘Congress’ ‘and was *associdted Wwith.
Though’

Jam!at-Ul Ulema-i-Hind.
his own uncle Mauvlana Shabbir
Ahmad ‘Usmani.supported th¢ Pak-
istan movement and left Jamiat,

“Mufti- Saheb: maintained his-asso-

giation and emerged us one of its
leaders: After Independence, he
became a ¢lose, collzborator “of

‘Mauland’ Hilzur Rnhman and,subse-

quently-” served- as ‘the. Yorking
President of the Jamiat after the

’

“demise of Maulana Ahmad Sayeed
who had succeeded Maulana
Hussain  Ahmad  Madni. Wheo
Jamiat  faced internal  bickering,
Mufti  Saheb preterred 10 dis-
associate himself in  [963  raiher
then take part in the factional fight.

In 1964, along with Dr. Syed
Mahmood he founded the Ali Tndia
Muslim Majlis-e-Mushawarat. Later
he succeeded Dr. Faridi a5 its
President. -

A Pillar of Secularlsm

~ In 1947, Mufii Saheb was himself
a victimi of the communal distur-
bance and bad 1¢ shift from Karol.
Bagh and take refuge in Gali Katra
Nizamul Mulk pear Jama Masjid.
Yet, there was not the slightest
trace of bitterness in him and he
continued to struggle against com-
munalism whatever its. religious
label. ’

Mufn Sahtb was cqually at home
in the’ company of scholars and ol
polmcxans and .equally - acceptable
among the:modern 1ntclllgen51a and
the orthodox Ulema. Even .in the
political field  he erjoyed the confi-
dence of al! polmcal parties. In his
own ~ characteristic way, "Mufti
Saheb served~as’a bridge. between
generations’ and as-the confluence of
many streams of thoughts religious’
as'well.. as political. Mufti Sahed
never pcrmnted personal relations
to be. ovcrshadowed by political
.considerations,  never used strong
Jarguage apainst his’worst .detrac:
lorsc and- treated even those who
differéd. with him” with- considera-
tion-and” aflection. Mis genuis lay
in (he capacity for synthesis, for
reconciliation and*for finding areas®
of agreement.

A man ol‘*kccn pereeption and,
high -intettigence, Mufti Sahch.went
to the heart of:a prablem, cutting a
difficult Knot in onc.stroke -and
produced, 't solution 1occpmbtc lo
atl concerned. ~This’ hclped him-in




keeping the Muslim  Majlise-
Mushawarat alive.

Iz his poiiticat thinking Mufti
Sahzab was essentially a nationalist
and a moderate in tone and style.
His nationalism not only stood for
zquality of all citizens but also for
respect 1o the identity of all socizl
eroups which compased the nation,
Ris main object in the post-parti-
tion period when he pursued 8$ a
closc-associate of Maulana Rifzur
Rahman was to ensure for the
Mustim community a place of
digoity in the counci! of the nation.

Mufti Saheb was associated with
practically all Muslim institutions
in the country. He was a life-long
member of the Majlis-¢-Shoora of
the Darul Uloom, Deoband, as
well as Nadwawul Ulema, Lucknow
and Darui-Musannefeen, Azamgarh.
He scrved as member of the Aligarh
Muslim  Unpiversity Court and
always took keen interest in its
affairs., Jamia Millia Islamia and
other Muslim ‘educational, cultural
and religions institurions in Delhi
sought his guidance and patronage.

Hez was one of the founder mem-
bers of the All [ndia Muslim Per-
sonal Law Board and served as its
Vice-President.

From its inception he was a mem-
ber of the Central Wak[ Council
and on several orcasians served as a
member of the Haj Committee,
Bombay, ds well as of the Central
Haj Advisory Board.

He had life-long interest in the
promotion of Urdu language and
literature and associated  himself
with Anjuman laraqqQi-e- Urde and
with several other Urdu organisa-
tions in Delhi. = 7 :

Mufti Sahcb represented the Wali-

ullah tradition and quietly encour-
.aged every initiative towards ‘ijtihad”
-inorder to find solution to the- pro-
-blems. and dilemmas thrown up by

the process ol maderaisation, in the:
light of the Quran‘and the Suanah.
He'was ope of the founder members
of .the' Islam and Modern Age
Society founded by Dr. Abid Hus-

‘snip as'Well as of the Indian Institu- -

tute of Islamic Studies, -founded by
-Hakim Abdul’ ‘Hamid, He also.
patronised ‘uch initiatives a3, the
Bzitul . Hikmat, an organisation set
up by Muslim scientisis’ and intel-
lectuals - Delhi.  Multi “ Sabch's,
greatness lies in making a clear dis-
tinction belivéeh theessentials af
‘18lam and.its superficial - manifesta-
tions. In his personal life he'was™an
orthodox: Muslim but fever judged
anyon¢ on the basis of the degree of
kis- adberence ta. ‘orthodox norms.

Big

.

‘- turning

. rest inelernal peace!

In bhis social lifc Mufii Saheb was
approachable 2nd affcctionate toall
and had a kind word of cncourage-
ment and sympathy for anvore who
had had aa original thought and
came up with a new idea.

Faoreign Travel

In his later years Mufti Saheb
visited many countries. Apart {rom
Haj, he visited Saudi Arabia as well
as Pakistan and other countries
1o attend International Conferences
sponsored by Rabita al-Alam-al-

Istami, Makka, Motamar al-Alam
al-Islami, Karachi, and other organ-
isations. He attended the Afro-Asian
Islamic Confercnce in Jakarta as 2
representative of the Goveroment of
India. He also participated in many
academic seminars and symposia ja
India and abroad. On his visitto
the USSR he studied the “status of
the Muslims of Central Asia partl-
cularly in relation to cultural and
educational development,

{o his speech and writing Muft
Saheb reflected the balance, modera-
tion and precision ol his personaliiy.
His specch and writing were equally
marked by felicity of diction, com-
mand of subject-mattér, logical
arcangement of ideas, brevity, wit
and by the spirit of universahism. A
coltection of his radio specches has
beon published.

Last Days

About three Yyears ago, while re-
from the International
Semminar of Orientalists organised by
Darul Musapnefeen, Azamgarh, he:
suffered a paralytic stroke, He never

‘Yully recovered from it but retained

his memory, intctligence and inte-
rest; tight upto  his” end. From -his
sick bed he directed the aiairs of
the Mushawarat and other institu-
tions associated with him, Many. of-
‘his friends and admirers :who stw
nire during this period” could” not
restrain their ‘tears but Mufti Ssheb
nevet showed pain, never com-
plained. .So resigaed was: he to the
will of Allah!, .

A few modths® before his death a
swelling in his nose was - diagnosed
as. malignant .caoter. 1t spréad
rapidly and he passed'away on the
12th -Mdy, 1984 and was buricd in
Qabristan Mehdiyan, near the grave
of-Shah Waliullah,

Last” of the pgreat natiomilist
Ulema. thrown up, by the Freedom
Movement, Muft; Saheb’s passing’
away is indecd the end of aii eca and
creates ansirfeparable void. May he.
' «- Editor
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