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A CCKDCLEUCH message frcm dr farocq 
ABDULLAH CHIEF MINI STB H JAM/4U & KASHMIRF 
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1 AM QRIHVED TO HEAR ABOUT THE SAD 

PASSING AWAY OF MUFTI AHQUL REHMAN SAHIB WHO 

WILL BE REAEBERED FOR HIS 6CNTRIBUTICN TO 

ISLAM (u) HE WAS A VETERAN SCHOLAR AND AN 

OUTSTANDING PUBLIC FIGURE (••) CN BEHALF CF 

THE PEOPLE OF JAT/MU L KASM»CIR KINDLY ACCEPT 

MY DEEP CaiDOENCHS ) 
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Atiqur Rahman Usmani (1901-1984) 

Islamic Scholar, Nationalist, Unifier of Men. Synthesizer of Ideas 

MUSLIM INDIA JUNE 1984 

Born in 1901, Atiqur Rahman, 
Usmani, populariy known as Mufti 
Sahcb, came from an eminent family 
of Ulema. His father Mufti Maulana 
Azizur Rahman Usmani was an 
eminent Mufti who had pronounced 
more than 1.18.000 Fatwas and was 
associated with the Darul-Uloom, 
Dcobaud. His grand-father was one 
of founders of the Darul-Uloom. 

Mufti Sahcb studied at the Darul 
Uloom and became Hafiz at the 
age of 9. He graduated at the age 
of 22 and initially taught at Deoband 
and then at Madrasa Islamia, 
Dhabel, Gujarat, for five years. 
From 1933-37 he was Khatib, 
Coolotola Mosque at Calcutta and 
during this period he came close to 
Maulana Abul Kalara Azad. In 1938 
he shifted to Delhi and set up 
Nadwatul Musannefcen, an institu- 
tion for Islamic research and publi- 
cation which he served to his end. 
During this period, he translated 
into Ufdu, with explanatory notes, 
IbneTaimia's al-Kalam al-Tayyab 
and Ibnc Jozi's Sadralul Khatir. He 
also began publishing the monthly 
journal 'Burhan' which has by now 
achieved a position of eminence in 
the Sub-contincnL 

Nationalist and Freedom Fighter 

In 1930. he came into contact 
with Gandhiji during his Dandi 
March, and gave the famous Fatwa 
declaring 'haraam* the auction- 
purchase of properties confiscated 
by the British for violation of the 
Salt Act. Mufti Sahcb identified 
himself with the Freedom Move- 
ment and. the Indian National 
Congress and was associated with 
Jamial-Ul-Ulcma-i-Hind. Though 
his own uncle Maulana Shabbir 
Ahmad Usmani supported the Pak- 
istan movement and left Jamial, 
Mufti Sahcb maintained his asso- 
ciation and emerged as one of its 
leaders. After Independence, he 
became a close collaborator of 
Maulana Hifzur Rahman amUubsc- 
quently served as the Working 
President of the Jamial after the 

demise of Maulana Ahmad Sayccd 
who had succeeded Maulana 
Hussain Ahmad Madni. When 
Jamiat faced internal bickering, 
Mufti Saheb preferred to dis- 
associate himself in 1963 rather 
then take part in the factional fight. 

In 1964. along with Dr. Sycd 
Mahmood he founded the All India 
Muslim Majlis-e-Mushawarat. Later 
he succeeded Dr. Faridi as its 
President. 

A Pillar of Secularism 

In 1947, Mufti Saheb was himself 
a victim of the communal distur- 
bance and had to shift from Karol 
Bagh and take refuge in Gali Katra 
Nizamul Mulk near Jama Masjid. 
Yet, there was not the slightest 
trace of bitterness in him and he 
continued to struggle against cora- 
munalism whatever its religious 
label. 

Mufti Saheb was equally at home 
in the company of scholars and of 
politicians and equally acceptable 
among the modem intclligcnsia and 
the orthodox Ulema. Even in the 
political field he enjoyed the confi- 
dence of all political parties. In his 
own characteristic way. Mufti 
Saheb served as a bridge between 
generations and as the confluence of 
many streams of thoughts, religious 
as well as political. Mufti Saheb 
never permitted personal relations 
to be overshadowed by political 
considerations, ncVcr used strong 
language against his worst detrac- 
tors and treated even those who 
differed with him with considera- 
tion and affection. His genuis lay 
in the capacity for synthesis, for 
reconciliation and for finding areas 
of agreement. 

A man of keen perception and 
high intelligence. Mufti Sahcb went 
to the heart of a problem, cutting a 
difficult knot in one stroke and 
produced a solution acceptable to 
all concerned. This helped him in 
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keeping the Muslim Majlisc- 
Mushawarat alive. 

In his political thinking Mufti 
Saheb was essentially a nationalist 
and a moderate in tone and style. 
His nationalism not only stood for 
equality of all citizens but also for 
respect to the identity of all social 
groups which composed the nation. 
His main object in the post-parti- 
lion period when he pursued as a 
close-associate of Maulana Hifzur 
Rahman was to ensure for the 
Muslim community a place of 
dignity in the council of the nation. 

Mufti Saheb was associated with 
practically all Muslim institutions 
in the country. He was a life-long 
member of the Majlis-c-Shoora of 
the Darul Uloom, Dcoband, as 
well as Nadwatul Ulcma, Lucknow 
and Darul-Musanncfcen, Azamgarh. 
He served as member of the Aligarh 
Muslim University Court and 
always took keen interest in its 
affairs. Jamia Millia Islamia and 
other Muslim educational, cultural 
and religious institutions in Delhi 
sought his guidance and patronage. 

He was one of the founder mem- 
bers of the All India Muslim Per- 
sonal Law Board and served as its 
Vicc-Prcsident. 

From its inception he was a mem- 
ber of the Central Wakf Council 
and on several occasions served as a 
member of the Haj Committee, 
Bombay, as well as of the Central 
Haj Advisory Board. 

He had life-long interest in the 
promotion of Urdu language and 
literature and associated himself 
with Anjuman laraqqi c-Urdu and 
with several other Urdu organisa- 
tions in Delhi. 

Mufti Saheb represented the Wali- 
ullah tradition and quietly encour- 
aged every initiative towards "ijlihad* 
in order to find solution to the pro- 
blems and dilemmas thrown up by 
the process of modernisation, in the 
light of the Quran and the Sunnah. 
He was one of the founder members 

of the Islam and Modern Age 
Society founded by Dr. Abid Hus- 
sain as well as of the Indian Instilu- 
tute of Islamic Studies, founded by 
Hakim Abdul Hamid. He also 
patronised such initiatives as the 
Baitul Hikmat, an organisation set 
up by Muslim scientists and intel- 
lectuals in Delhi. Mufti Sahcb's 
greatness lies in making a clear dis- 
tinction between the essentials of 
Islam and its superficial manifesta- 
tions. In his personal life he was an 
orthodox Muslim but never judged 
anyone on the basis of the degree of 
his adherence to orthodox norms. 

In his social life Mufti Saheb was 
approachable and affectionate to all 
and had a kind word of cncduragc- 
mcnl and sympathy for anyone who 
had had an original thought and 
came up with a new idea. 

Foreign Travel 

In his later years Mufti Saheb 
visited many countries. Apart from 
Haj. he visited Saudi Arabia as well 
as Pakistan and other countries 
to attend International Conferences 
sponsored by Rabita al-Alam-al- 

Islami. Makka, Motamar al-Alam 
al-Islami. Karachi, and other organ- 
isations. He attended the Afro-Asian 
Islamic Conference in Jakarta as a 
representative of the Government of 
India. He also participated in many 
academic seminars and symposia m 
India and abroad. On his visit to 
the USSR he studied the status of 
the Muslims of Central Asia parti- 
cularly in relation to cultural and 
educational development. 

In his speech and writing Mufti 
Saheb reflected the balance, modera- 
tion and precision of his pcrsonaliiy. 
His speech and writing were equally 
marked by felicity of diction, com- 
mand of subjccl-matlcr. logical 
arrangement of ideas, brevity, wit 
and by the spirit of umvcrsalism. A 
collection of his radio speeches has 
been published. 

Last Days 

About three years ago. while re- 
turning from the International 
Seminar of Orientalists organised by 
Darul Musanncfcen. Azamgarh. he 
suffered a paralytic stroke. He never 

fully recovered from it but retained 
his memory, intelligence and inte- 
rest, right upto his end. From his 
sick bed he directed the affairs of 
the Mushawarat and other institu- 
tions associated with him. Many of 
his friends and admirers who saw 
him during this period could not 
restrain their tears but Mufti Saheb 
never showed pain, never com- 
plained. So resigned was he to the 
will of Allah! 

A few months before his death a 
swelling in his nose was diagnosed 
as malignant cancer. It spread 
rapidly and he passed away on the 
12th May. 1984 and was buried in 
Qabrislan Mchdiyan, near the grave 
of Shah Waliullah. 

Last of the great nationalist 
Ulcma thrown up by the Freedom 
Movement. Mufti Sahcb's passing 
away is indeed the end of an era and 
creates an irreparable void. May he 

. . rest in eternal peace! — Editor 
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