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Although there are different opinions among Muslim scholars on

the topic of Islam and abortion, most agree that the termination of

a pregnancy after forty days- the point at which, in Islam, a fetus

is thought to become a living soul - is not permissible. Many Islamic

thinkers contend that in cases prior to four months of gestation,

abortion should be permissible only in instances in which a mother's

life is in danger or in cases of rape.Among Muslims, abortion is

Haram or forbidden in most cases but is acceptable depending on

the circumstances around the pregnancy. In the case where the

mother's life is threatened by the pregnancy, Muslim jurists agree

that abortion is allowed based on the principle that "the greater

evil [the woman's death] should be warded off by the lesser evil

[abortion]." In these cases the physician is considered a better

judge than the scholar.
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