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When several states (mudun kathirah) exist at a time,
dissension arises, infecting the body-politic of the states.
In such cases, a superior physician (tabib al-atibba or
imam al-aimmah) is required to cure th‘ese inter-state
diseases. Elsewhere, the imam al-aimmah has been
termed the khalifah. This is the fourth irtifag, which is, in
fact, an elementary form of international polity. (16)
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