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As late as the1950s, more than 70 percent of all American

families comprised a father who worked, a mother who stayed at

home to take care of the children. By 1980, that description applied

to only 15 percent of all families. In the same year, birth rates

declined precipitously. At the height of the baby boom, the average

family had more than three children. By 1980, that figure had fallen to

less than 1.6 children, the reproduction level required for zero
population growth. (p. 265)
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The divorce rate climbed more than 100 percent in the twenty
years after 1960 and by 1980 more than two out of five marriages
were expected to end in divorce. (p. 265, 266)

By the 1970s, these trends in behavior and attitude had begun to
reinforce each other. College educated women--those most affeccted
by the rise in feminist conscienceness--increasingly declared that a
career was just as important a priority as marriage.(p. 264)

Women must boldly announce that no job is more exacting, more
necessary , or more rewarding than that of housewife and mother. (p.
262)

As soon as the war ended, business leaders, politicians and
social commentrators insisted that women must recapture their
traditional role as housemakers. (p. 261)

During the war years, the female labor force increased by 57
percent, and the proportion of women who were employed leaped
from 25 percent to 36 percent. When the war began, it was expected
that virtually all the new workers would return to home as soon as the
war was over. Four years later, more than 80 per cent told the
government pollsters that they wanted to stay on the job. (p. 261)

Women who, a few years before, had been told it was a mortal
sin to leave the home and take a job were now urged as a matter of
patriotic necessity to help win the war by replacing a soldier gone to
the front. Between 1941 and 1945 over six million women took jobs
for the first time, the majority of them married and over thirty. (p. 261)

In effect, a married middle-class white women who wished to
work was an anomaly, acting in violation of both her social status and
the attitude of dominant culture. As the anthropologist Martraret
Mead observed in 1935, a young woman contemplating a career had
two choices. Either she proclaimed herself "a woman" and therefore
less an acheiving individiual, or therefore less a woman. She could
not do both, and if she chose to follow the second option, she took
the risk of losing for ever the chance to be a "loved object, the kind of
girl whom men will woo and boast of, toast and marry."
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(p. 260-261)

By the end of 1930s state, local and national authorities all
endorsed discriminatory treatment against married women seeking
employment. As one congressional representative declared, a
woman's proper place was in the home, not taking job away from a
male breadwinner. (p. 260)

Adlai Stevenson's injunction to Smith College class of 1957 that
women's primary role as citizens should be to influence men through
their positions as "house wives and mothers' as a latter day
manifestation of the same cultural world view that guided colonial
America. (p. 259)

In the word of one matron quoted in an eighteenth century news
paper, "l an married, and | have no other concern but to please the
man | love; he is the end of every care | have; If | dress, it is for him,
if | read a poem or a play, it is to qualify myself for a conversation
agreable to his tatste."”
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