orarSeliaoms sl /M panidl)

A K P o A PES ety A
,--’fr{.'_.-;iu'r:lcﬁ.»lf
L e B o e L bt a2
Abstract

This paper seeks to analyze the varemt interpretations of
Shah "Abd al-'Aziz's fabwa {ruling) dedaring Indo-P akistan
subcontinent as dar al-harb, the abode of war. With the
British conguest of Delhi in 1803, Shah 'abd al- Aziz issued
a fatwa arguing that under the British subjugation the
Subcortinent was no longer dar aldslam |, a land where the
Faith {islam) enjoyed soveresign awthority and political power
and it had been converted into a dar al-harb, a land where
Islam was not free and soversign. "Abd al-'Axz | in his fatwa,
did not suggest a line of action {jihad or hijrah) for the
Musglim community. Therefore various imterpretations of his
ruling have been emerged so far. The 'ulama, particularly
those whe were associated with Jam'iyyat al-'ulama- hind,
and a group of historians (Mizami, Ashraf, Qureshi, Hag and
Cradari, ete ) hold that the legal and political implications of
the ruling were that it was the duty of Muslims to wage jihad
to restore the Subcortinent to its former status i.e., dar
al-lslam .

on the other hand, the modernists, most notably among
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them are Musghir al-Hag, Athar Abbas Rizvi, and Khalid
Masud, maintain that through his fatwa neither Shah  'Abd
al-'Aziz asked the Muslims to wage jihad against the British
nor persuaded them to migrate from the courntry. Rather his
prime maotive was to protect the “economic interests” of the
Musglim community, by allowing them to take interest on
financial transactions. Modemists agrue that, to Shah 'Abd
al-"Aziz, emigration from the territories under British
occupation was not imperative and his fatwa was naot
designed to mobilize the Muslims against the British.
This paper argues that though Shah 'Abd al-'Aziz had not
suggested a cowrse of action in his theorsetical formulations,
however_ in practice he patronized the jihad and reform
movement of Sayyid Ahmad Brelavi and Shah fsmafl. This
suggests that he was primarily concerned for the restoration
of the Muslim authorty (dar al-dslam) in the Subcontinent.
This paper also argues that the positon of the modernisis
regarding the "economic implications”" of Shah "Abd al-'Aziz's
fatwa (ruling) could not be fully substantisted by concrete

and well established evidences.
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