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Abstract

hadars had played significant rele in Muslim
educational and cultural histery. hMadaris-e- Nz amia
are the great husline educational nstiutions founded
by Seljuk's Prime bdinister Ehwaja Mizam al-hulk
a-Tusi . in sewveral cties of the state.

These hdadaris gave enomous scholars to Islamic
world whose imtellectual works are still benefiting
Islarmic world.

Present article shad the fight on the history of
hdadaris-e-Mizamiyah lsfahan, Marw, Aard, Basra,
Hirat, Balkh, Jazera Bn Umar, Khirgard {¥haaf) and
Rey and alsa stated the ife of some of the teachers
and students of these hMadaris.
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Early Arabic Literary Criticism
Dx. Mohammad Abu Tayyub Khan

Abstract

Thiz: paper s designed te give a brigf sumvey of the
origin and development of Arabic literary criticism right
from the Pre-Islansc age down to the end of the
Urapvad era It sipveys different tremds that were
priblizhed vnder review.

The Arabs were less eritic  Thiz maxm holds e in
respect of their history, biography., howm behaviowr
and social conditions. Bt other than there, they were
more tmelined towards erilicism tham apy other nation
S0 for as the ergftsmomulop of literatire @5 concerned,
they begam cribictem of poetry. preose aud history
successively (Zagydan 1907 1 531)  In the present
paper an attenp! has been made to give a brief novey gf
the origim and developrent of Arabic hterary criticism
vight from the Jallivvah or Pre-Ilamwic age (which
covers more than a cenhiy from about 500 A D) to the
end of the Umayvad pertod (001-7530 A D)

ARABIC LITERARY CRITICISM

Arabic literary crificism’' has a long bistory and it seems to goback as far
as the bepirmung of Arabic hterafure self Literary cobicrsmowas extamt
m Arabic dunng the Jalalivvah or Pre-Islamac age, though ot was sunple
and blamd which suited Arabic postry. The poefry of Pre-Islamme age
was nothing but an expression of immediate feeling and crficism, too 50
based on the excitability and semstmvty (rabom 1037 24

There were ivo trends 1n the cinhelsm of the Pre-Islanec age. Ome 5 to
pass a mdgment on a poem Here ina enhe ;pives attenhion to the form,

1



Chuarterly Al- Tafsesr Vel 6§ Ne 17 Early Arabic Liferary Ciiosm
theme and stmcture of the poem The other 15 to pass udgment on poets,

compare them and prefer one to other on the bases of ther ments and
dements amd entitle some of thewr odes {Qasidahk) through conparnsm

(Tasuf 1987: 48)

The anciert lustonars of Arabic bteratare refemred to the chservahoms
made by hterary cobes, specially m the Armal Tomrmaments at “Ukaz
Famr near Taif and other Seasomal Assermblies or mackets {(Aiwag),
hterary 5 ithngs—special and peneral—mn the comrts of the Arab Kmgs of
Hira amd Ghassan and elsewhere. In those places the poetusad fo gather
to present thewr poems and the mdges or cxhies wsed to chioose the best
poern or poens m accomnlance with cerfaan prineiples. Thers 15 a legend
that each of the poems awarded ammal prize at the “Ukaz Famr was
mscrbed m golden letters amd having agairst the walls of the Kabah
(Hitth 195303). Hence they are called Mu'allagat or suspended poems.
Of conrse, thas legend 15 vebemently demied by the modemn scholars .

These literary compehborws where poets wed with ome another mn
composing poems and their appreciabon theremn, mohvated them to make
their words and cordents stable resuling 1n the advancement of hterary
embicrm  The Qurarsh had an inoportant rale to play n the progress of
enficrsm  The poent accepted ar rejected by them were the accepted
and rejected respectively by other hibes, as they (Qurash) ocoapied very
legh posihon as cnbic. They had the privlege to choose the best words
and styles compathle fo what they had at thewr desposal and hence thenr
lanenage became more acceptable to people than that of other tobes. 5o,
the posts mngeneral composed thewr poers m the language of the Curash
(Arnuan 1967:345).

There are mmerous mstances 1 the lnstoncal and biograplecal sketches
of Pre-Islanuc poets whose verses have been openly enheized for oms
reason ar the other. Imthe “Ukaz Fair a red tert of slon was putup for
the post al-Habigah al-Dhwbvam (died about 604 A D) and the poets
would go there amd present then poenys before ham for appreciaton
Omnce al-A'sha Abu Basir recited hos poem followed by Hassanb . Thabat,

then all other poets did the same m thenr fum Lastly, al-Khama al-
sulrgvah presented herself there amd recited her poem. Al-Habigalh sand,
“By Allah, had Abu Baswx not recifed to me a bit earher, I wounld
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certamly remark that you (al-Ehamsa) are the greatest of all poets of
gem and man (fbr Craeqybah 1000 344).

It 5 well Imown that Inounl-Qays and “Algama ved with each other m
externpore versificabon  Omee Inm'ul-Qays recifed the following

couplet:
e poal pdy e s lly 50 Glually o ggll b ylls
[[The hore ¥ so swift when it mms) the whp blazes and the shanls

remain momentum, and the rebuke 13 very effechve for i The horse
15 coloured withblack and whate and well disciplined . ]

Ard "Algarma recited:

- &l & - L . L
[[The horse 15 so swift that) 1t attaned then {caravan) wlole 1t was
foldme with bndle and if passes hke an evernng cloud which sheds raimn |

The couplets were referred to the wife of Inma nl-Qays for her opmmon
she gave her verdict m favonr of “Algama on the groand that the
quabihes of the horse, descidbed by Inma nl-Qays, were imfenor to those

described by “Algama, although both poets were equally efficient m
drchon, expression and style [ Tabana 1975 54).

Imma'ul-Qays was comdered as the onmmator of a stvle of Qasadah
(ode) and was prarsed for lus conmand over umque descriphons,
origmal simubies and metaphors (Bn Sallam 1847 27). §inmlardy e was
prarsed for hos followmg elegant and charmurg verses (bn Gutaqybah
1060 114).

[And your (poet’s beloved) eves did not shed tears but only to attack ny
prerced heart with your two ammows (eves)].

In the hke mamner, he was severely enticrzed for the ve1se such as:

Jore (o 51 papiie g Lgass y any o 150G pus

[Then Tawwdah and Maxgrate (twro places) whose smgs have notbeen
chhterated. ., Amnd 15 there amy relying on obhiterated s1grs ... 7] since the
second verse v:-:-:drﬂ:hch the first. And mn the couplet:
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uadall AL I LS o ya5 - casa yaSclasall  ils 501 L 13
[[He went to her) when the Pletades came across the sky like a Woman's
belt stadded with gers].

I ul-Qays was cnheized for the reason that it 15 the Genum and not

the Plaiades that comes across the sky after nodmglt
The above mentioned cobcal observations medicate that not only dichion

and style were taken irdo account but also the poets reabism and cortect

knowrledge of the subject were comsidersd m passmg mdgment on lus
verse [ Khan 1062-0301).

Though most of the ecnbeal narmatves of the pre-Islanmc age are not
aufhente but all of ther foundatiors are gemime which denotes the
prmary faste of cihersm of the penod. It 15 nafural that the hiterary
enficrm followed ths way m the fost stage. Cohesm followed the
poetry as the fust poet was followed by the first cohe. Arabic poeby in
pre-Islarme age, m mthell was more athibute fo pemceptbibty and to
exnberance of feeling than with pmdence amd thought The poet
composed poens, under combrolled exuberance of lns thought and the
enftic was also puded by los perceptibility (Anan 1907 385

That was the mreason that cnherm was nedther based on the arbshe
ponciples mor was 1t based on coordmated and matured taste. It was
partal and mataral accnune from excitervert of feehng amd natural taste.
This sumple fype of cobesm remamed m 15 pomary stage for a long
tine m the Islamue penod tll 1t was founded on the estabhshed pnneiples
based on the scienhific amalysis. (Thad: 385).

The second phase m Arabx hterary cohelsm started with the advent of
Islam amgd the rewvelatom of the Holy Quran wloch was comgpletely
defferant from all existmg forne of hterature as it was nertther poetry nor
pare prose. Lhe Hely Quian was destined fo play an mmportant 1ole 1m
the Iife of the Arabic language amd htsrature and comsequently i the
ermichment of Arabic hterary enbersm ( Bakalla 1084 260

The Prophet Mubanvoad (3M) was befter than any one who paid

atterhon to Iterary cnfictsm and hus was the new method compabble
with the spmt of Islam amd also with 1ts teaching. His opouoms about
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poetry amd the poets amd prachce with posty and 1ts enhersm that has
come down to us bears s testmony.” Feality and tmth were the two
enfenna adopted by him 1 evaliatimg poeshy amd grang mdgment om it
This was the method of cotersm of followed by hus four Calipls as well
as lus other compareors { syl bid 534-535).

Dumng the time of the poous Cahpls lferary assenbles (Magalis al-
Adab) were held m the mosques where poens were recited amd
evaluated. DBesides the posts, the Cahipls and other hterature loving
people participated m these hterary cucles where discussows about the
Jalnli and Mokhadram poets albo took place. Mapls (assembly) of
Hassan b. Thabit 15 one of the famous examples of these assembles

‘Abd Allah b. "Abbas, a compamon of the Prophet Muhanonad (5 M)
was a distmgished hterary personality and entie of that tume (fbid 1)

The second Caliph Tmar (B) was known for les appreciabon and sound
mdgment of ancient and cortempaorary Arxabic posftry. Once he made the
follwing remmark about the famous Pre-Islanue poet Zuhayrb. Abi Salma
(fbr Rashigue 1972:181)

“He was the greatest poet of the Arabs, because he never nwerted
redundant words, abvays avoued the uncouth amd unfarmmbar words and

dichon in poetry and never pratsed a man except for lus ment”

Umar grave preference fo Zuhayr for the hterary reasows found m the
moulding of forms amd coherence of thought In moulding of forns

Zahayr avouded archaic and cmade usages. In coheremce of thoaght he
reframed from prazsimg anyone for any quahtes that he did not possess.

50 Umar was the fist cnhe who consadered the text m respect of

moulding of forms and coherence of thonght. [ the hkewise he was the
first to set verdict of covhersm on the deshiet prieiples and 1 los hands

enticrs m entered mto a new phase (brafom 1903731,

With sorme excephions, which were brought aboat by the Prophet (5 M)
ard lus Cahpls and some of s compareos, hterary eobessm remained
umaltered m the early [slarmc age. The Poetry of Hassan, Abdallah b,
Abi Fawaha, al-Hutayya and the like, evoked comsiderable admmaton
from the people as the poetry of Zuhyr, A'sha and Nabigha dxd. The
enfical chservators (of this tme) did not divoace the expressiom of
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mdivaiual opouon regarding Pre-Islanue and early Lslamme poetry
withoat baving great difference between them These chservations came
to the aud of formung a miclens of enbeal movement i succeeding ages

(Siddigree 1091 245).

Arabic literary enficsm developed to a great extent in the TTmayyad

peniod (661-750 A D) when the Arabs settled mn the towms and cihes of
the non-Arab coantnes and were mfluenced by foreipn civibzatiom m
respect of matenal and mtellectual aspects. The progress of research m
different branches of knowledge such as granwmar, plulolopy amnd
Ihngurtcs mereased ther mderest m hteratare. Hence thewr bterary taste
m different field of hiteratare developed (Daguf 197026},

General as well as parbienlar assenbhes for hterary enbeism were held
m the markets, Mosques, Palaces, dwwelhng houses i the Ummayvad
peniod, where the poets, the rthapsodists, the gramananans, the Caliphs,
the Ameers even the army persommels and all other hterature loving
peaple en-mass parbiipated. ‘'Far frombemng confined to hiterary cueles,
the taste for poetry was diffased throughout the whole nahon and was
culbvated even anndst the fatpnes amd dangers of war’ (Mcholion
1062 4.

The most woportant place for hterary descussiors was ‘BMabad’ of Basra

for ‘Ukaz of Islam whatever mav be called). Hers the cocles of
recitatiors and disputatioms as to who was the best poet among the poets,
were held. Maibad left two vast collechions of poetry for the postenty.
One 15 al-MNaga Td (VilnperaborsFlytmes), hke Haga'id of Janr (d. 728)
and al-Faramdag (d 728) and Naga'id of Janr and al-Akhtal (d. 712). The
second 15: al-Argiic or Rajaz poens (poems composed m the meter
Fajaz’), hike the Arajz of al-"Apag (d. 708) and that of Abu Najam and
of Ruba b al-"Apay (d.762). In addibom to aforesaid collections, the
other lmge collechon of poetry was there whose mporfance was not less
ard their bulk and volume was not fewer then those of the Haga'sd and

Fajaz poens .

The poets themvelves were more mportant enbes m the Umayyad
peniod.  Along with the poets, on Ab:i “Atmge and Sukayma bint al-
Hosam of Madima became famous i cohcsm of postty. Thn Ab:
‘Atimue was renowned for lus evalmabon of poers of famous
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cormfermporary poet “Umar b Abz Eabi’a (d 719). Sukayma used to
partcipate 1 assenblies of poebr disoassiors where anstoriats of the
Curaish also remained present to equally share in literary crthessm The
assenbhies of Sukayma at Madma were more resembling the assembhes
of Iiterary erthersm of mest modem mators of the present tue [ Zagydam,
ibid: 331)

Abdul Mabhk b, Manvan eamed mame amd fame as eohe among the
Cabhpls. He had inhisx and subtle hiterary taste. The poets would
come fto hum with their pamegymes. He would stasghten themy meost
beautfilly and evalnate them with has witty amd shaep sermse (Arvan ibid

505).

Beyond all doubts, that the basis of umregistered Iterary ernhieism related
to the pre-Islamue amd Umayyvad penod was nothing bat Arabie postry.
Bezides the mdgment and cxheal chsernmhors of recongised hiterary
entic, scholars amd Iitteratenrs, Arabic hterature has also preserved
entical statements of the larty who got together armong the scholars to
vanoas poetic recitabiors and discassions .

The most promunent poets of the Umayvad penod are Janr, al-Fara=dag
and al-Akhtal Once when janr, recthing hrs Jasida+d-ampyah to the
Cabph Abdul Mahk, reached the following veises:

g9 LS pais S ja Ma Liaall e oy u g 5 92 J 455

The Cahph remarked that he (Janr) spouled has finest verses by inchnding
the odd names (bn Chtaqybah, ibid 7).

COn amother occasion, when al-Akhtal was asked to declare who was the
better of the two poets—al-Farazdag or Janr — he rephed that the former

‘outs the stone and the latter takes water fioan the ocean™ ( D thid: 35).
Ard when Jarr was asked abont al-Alkhfal he said that latter was the best

poet of them at praise of kings and description of wine and woman' (/bn
Critepebakh, thid: 467)

In the ke manner al-Farmzdag passed the verdict on Nabigah Ja'ds
poetry that 1t was a ruxtore of the hoghest as well as the lowest
specimen (Dayf thid:34)
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These cnhcal remarks, quoted above for mwtance, are moft mere
subjechve statements based on individual faste, whm and famey.  If these
comsidersd vies about the charactennshes of different poets and matare of
therr posty are amalysed they would mdicate that, besides formes and
expression, dichon and style, emobion, 1maginaton and thought of the
poets were also taken o comsideration These cobes knew the vahie of
these basic elements of hferatare and they defternuned the poet’s posthon
on this basis.

It 5 cbserved that tvo groups of bterary crthes lvved side by side from
the last part of the seven cemury. One group cowisted of htteratenrs
namely the poets, the Calhpls, the Ameers amd some of the nmlbhhades
having lLiterary taste, and the other was a group of scholars hlke
hngurtcs and granmanans who were s pired by the new [slanue spimt.
A new Techmque of hterary enbicrsm with a sort of objective cntena,
based on the praemples and fandamsertal mles of language and granmar,
developed 1n then hands ([Bralom ibid 40). The most famons of these
scholarly cnhes are Yalya b Ya ‘mar al-Basn, "Tmbasah al-Fil, Abua
‘Amarb al-"Ala and Abu Ishaque al-Hazarm ( Freyf ihid: 54).

In mtshell ths pranmatical seilentfic enticism came 1mmfo bemg 1 the
last part of the Umayyvad penod. With commencemert of the Abbasid
peniod [ 150-1285) the sters of knowledge spread, the Iderary cinhicrsm
became indlnenced by science and bferary taste huned ifs coarse towards
mles and pronciples and hemce the cnherm altered s way from
subjechvity fo chjechvity.

Notes:
1. The term ‘Liferary Coheism’ 15 used here to cover the field

of literary appreciation, analysis, judgment and companson

of hiterary tests m termy of theooy as well as 15 prachee

(Bakallah 1034 200).

As the Prophet (5 M) says:

sl - ska g Sonpa o NS e o ME Ll Lol nlill e
UECTOPRTIN ™ O W PO S T NN PI
s 4 s L 8 JEFT i 55 el LgllE Ll Gl y e

(Ibn Rashigue 1972 127 Zaydan 1967 1 190).
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