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fttered wikth potholes, & was Sir Syed who had paved
the way for them. Bomn in Oilli, 57 Syed grew up
basically under the care of his mother. After the death
of his father, he joined the East ndia Company and
sawed the lives of several Englishmen n the wake of
the 1257 War of Independence which was a
watershed ewent n the e of Sir Syed who worked
hard remowe misunderstandings of the hdasters
towards ther Muslirm subjects. To enlighten the
Wiuslims, he established seweral institutions and
organizations as well as started magazine and a
newspaper to ensich them with modem civlizations.
And, of course, he established a college that later
became the aimost mythebogical Aligarh Universty, in
recognition of these serdces, he was awarded the
Sitara-e-Hind, while the Umiversity of Edinburgh
conferred Doctor of Law (LLD). For his reBgious
inclination, 5r Syed had to fce accusations of being
"Cheistaan™ "Maturee™ and even an atheist. In his fnal
years, he also had to suffer from domestc womes
that played heawy on his nerves. He died a
somewhat dejected man on harch 27, 13949

Wb er SE 2 e S JrE E T B e inee
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Sir Syed Ahmed Khan was one of the greatest
leaders who pulled the Muslirs of the subcontinent
aut of the sordid depths to which they had fallen on
poltical, social, educational, journalistic, linguistic,
reigious fronts. In a nutshell, Sir Syed made the
hduslims aware of how negative influences in the
narme of tradifon and culture had been selfnficted
by the comrmumiy. He had no role medel to follow,
but he presented himself as a leader with the Jison
and competence reguired to rescue a nation on
decine. Pakistan. without a doubt, is a result of Sir
Syed's sruggle in these dark years. Had & not been
far him, latter-day Buslim leaders frem the
Quaid-e-Azam and Allama Igbal right down to
hdadtana Zafar A Khan would hawe found their path
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