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Poet Qazi Nazrul Islam's contribution to

Mushm Nationalism in South Asia
Dy Mohammad Abu T';yub KEhan

Qaz Hazal Islam was a great poet and voriter of ghazals. His
Iiterary actorities were spread over a period of about tewenty
frwe years from 1917 to 1942, His writings exmde sirenygth amd
boldness. Howwever Ius cherquerred career was mudarlined with
ps and blowvemn, poverty and suffermps. He ahways believed
that Islam grres great anportance to the sprx of mdependencs
and  bravery. He wuas grestly mopressed by Prophet
Mubhscenad (5SAV) and the wenebr of great Mushn
Gemerals like Fhalid bin Walsed, Muss Bm Fusame, and
Tarig Bm Zovad etc. He mubibed teachmes of the Prophet and
pristime achaeveinents of the Muslin calphs sand Generals to
evalie am ecuinlitarian outlock. Inhes zaal for the wpliftnent of
Minslm Bengal Mzl Islan wrot: & large moonber of poems
onn the theme of IShonie TUndeersal wotherhood and the
Muslen glorias. Of recert history he regarded hMostafs Fanal
Pasha “Attaturk’ as the savior ad badlder of Modam Takey.
Mamuol Islan bebeved with the ideal of Eamal Atttk
Minsleny prestige and poliscal stabtes can be regamed. Ha
revolad apainst the British ecoupatamn of Indis. Braich molers
put hin nte prison for about one year (Howember 23 1922 to
December 15, 19234 charge of sediion and proscribed lus
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bocks and wrEmgs for what fhey called radacal MNazad

Islaon’s wrimgs proved catalyst o swnkenmg the Mushn
Bengal His confriintions to ailding BMuoslion iderd iy cam be
equated with poet Allana Igbhal no doubt of ¢omtradiction
sach confriobions by the two wmderaably paved the way to
reation of Pakastan Hence resesrch bide vnder comsiderstion
based o “objectmre explorations and ao@ical analysis® is

needed most to keep the young generations both m Paloistan
and Banghdesh acquamted with sostamied efforts of Allaoos
Ighal and Qazi Haznal Islam o the restion of Mnslnn states.
ouch stode s are vital to ensure ooty of thoughts and actions
to forge orovard march, Had not Nazmal Ishon crested ‘culoral
conscnaess’ not andy anong the Moaslins of Bengal tn
also m Soath Asisn Ninslimes

Nazrul's comtrbution to Mushm Natenakzm

Qam Hazml Islam’s poers amd ghazals amoused an all pervadmg
Mushne remarsance 1 Bengal and added presisthle strength to the
cultaral comscimasness that Mushne were a mabon Like Allama Igbal
HNazml drew mspmators from Qurame feachings and mbdbed the
progressive spuit of Islam NHazmil smele handedly gave Iife to Mushm
Bengal and evenmally galvam=ed Bengalh Muslim mund for collectve
stggle to acconplish the aspoations of the Muashne m South Asia as &
evidernced m s letters and wntings.

Qazm Nazml Islam’s ghazals were timged with ‘fragrance aroma’ of

Iraman Saady, Hafiz, Jaano amd for the fust fime he mbodoced and

assmalated their gerwes in Bengah Lteratare.' This had pastive telling
).
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effects on Bengah Mushns psyche. Hy songs on Makka (Mecca),

Medina, Prophet Mubanmead (G AWS ), Eid, Mohamram, and the Azan
bespeak eloquently and elegartly s devohon to Islam and Mushm
achievements durnng the hey-day of Mushm mles beyvond Arab world

In sach poenes Nazmul emerpes as an mspumg Mushm remalssamce
fipure. On the ope hand be sang of Islam’s postme glones, on the other,
he tned to rouse the Mushns firom ther “merha’ by satm=ng thenr
bacwand-looking, marrow and selfish preoccupations and mourmng the
past The moving Islamme sonmgs of Hazul fouched the hearts of all
segments of Bengall population and forced them to review theiwr athtude
to moderty.

Hiz poehc works comfamn evocabve smmles, 1mmagenes, allegpomes
andsootlmg rlothm and 1msxe. Combined together, these fall on the ears
as cascade It was umgue m Bengah hiterature as mot seen earher. His
poetry idfused sef-cordfidence and respect mn the nund of Bengal
Mushme, effecting at the same time a link of conmbmity with the
processes of their past lnstory. He attamed the magmficence becanse of
lns adherence fo Chur'an and ifs v ic teachings .

He aborted famaticism and all the above fondamentabism He also
umntially champroned the Hmdu — Mushm undy, apparently under the
Char'amae behef1 e, Man's greatmess.

HNazml mn lus wnhngs appears unhappy at the sigld of demorabezed and
decaymg Mushms. He falt that it was so because Mushns had forsaken

path of tuth, pstce and forgotten the teaclhings of equabty, bberty and
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fratermoty of Islam They had steeped themwselves m a hfe of merha and

sloth

Hazmal semsibibtes as a post were touched, s emohions as a Mushm
were roased, and hermce we find Hazul wnting poem affer poem, song
after song, m a bad to rouse hos fellow-brethein from then stapor. The
Bengalh Mushms of the twerties and thorbes sav hunwith Prode that here
was a Mushm post who coald wnte with suchbeanty and power to ebhert
the nmwhnfed admiraton of nulhons of Bengahh readers. Omnly the
Mushms of that fime could feel how wonderfl 1t was to see the eloments
of Islanee faith and cultare, its past lnstory and wealth of thougld made a
vital part of Bengalh Literature m a style where Bengalh Persian and
Arabic words and wdionws blended together effechrely and harmomously.

Nazml's postc worls are largely mspued by Qur'ame verses amd
prstme Islamne lustory. His attachment to Holy Qur’an may be ganged
fror the fact that s greatest desue was fo render Qur’an m postry. In
the preface of s Kyvbbyo Ampara, a poetic tramslation of the last para
(verse) of the Holy Qur'an he wrote: “The biggest desme of nor bfs was
to render a rhymed, poetic tramslation of the Holy Qur'an™® It was an
mmportant nulesfone m ks hfs as he wanted to define lnmself
categoncally. However, he conld not accomplish lus precions desire as
he suffered paralyhe attack 11 1942 when he was at has pome.

HNazml abvays beheved that the undecayimg verses of Qur’an are to guide
the enbre mankind amd not spectfically the Muslims. Hence he always

drew nwponatons flom the Qur'ame verses to wnte lws poetry. He
absotbed the Qur'amic minmeic spuat as 5 eflected m s lnmge mnber
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of songs amd poems . Apparently entlmsed by Qur’ame verses he became

a messenger of free luman spmt, of wmversal botherhood, of conrage,
of digmty, of peace and harmony, of umty and co-operation, of what
nglt and mast, of what 15 tme aml beanhfal of love and compassion, of

non - dogrnatys m and non— fanahesm

Trerefare, lus works nmst not be wiewed with myopec s1ight. He was a
great poet by any standard. He had mever subscmbed to any polihcal
creed and always denounced all social and relizious bigohy as prevalent
m India 1n s e . Henee los songs and poens became mstantly popalar

ard are shll revered.

Great winters uranably inroduce nmlbple strands m thewr witing whech
nspire people m vanous ways. Awareness of the range, vanety and
many dunensoit 1 then woirks are essential for a balanced apprasal of
thewr ment. In precemeal treatment one 1 apt to get a lopsided wew and
ercourage famlty assessment. We can safely approach the parts only
when we have a soumnd appreciation of the whole, if we do not remenber
thh mm our precccupaton with Nazml's posns on Islamme themes we
shall on the one hand, dimmmish ks stahare as a poet and on the other,
betray the basic canoms of hterary ppdgment By virlue of hus poens on
Islanme themes Hazml bas undoubtedly become a great poet of Mushm

reTRIssATCE

Hence Namml 15, above all, a poet of nmars m, of spited revolt aganst
nqustice and of the Ibemtion of ety from all suffocatmg bonds as

also advocated by the Holy Qur'an tlwough its ever lastmg verses. As
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Hazmal calls hmself says m lus ome of the poem as the "Poet of the

world”.

Qam Hazml [slam appeared on the homzon of Bengah Iiterature when the
Muslmes 1n parbenlar and the Indian m gemeral were passing through a
eracial phase of hastory in the twenheth certary. With the fall of Osmam
Flulafat, the Klulafat moverment i India as elsewhere lost 1t momendam
and gradually died Im thes sibeabton Qam Nazml Islam took upon
lonself the responsdbhility and penmed “fiery poens and songs’ to shr the
Muslme from stapor fo attamn the objective.

Ermonent Bengalh wrter Prneipal hrabim Khan of Eamban College
(Mymemwsingh) m Nazmul Panclot (Introduction of Nazul) wrote: *1
have been charmed. "Whoever has read lum had become chammed.
Nobody could magime that Islamoc womrds could be set m Bengah
langnage mst hike pileces of diamond Bengah Mushm youtls were
charmed and encharded amd comvneed.™

Dr. Qazm Mofahar Hussamm says: "Hazul's nund was concentrated
towards the mam teachings of Islam™ * Munir Chonduary says: “Wazml
Islam i the poet of rebelhon, poet of revolution, poet of eqguality. He 15
the poet of love and hatred, winty amd stuggle... The polihcal stmgsle
that ended with the acleevement of Palastan was gethng emohonal root
in the hearts of people flwough the songs of Wazml *

Afsamaddin in los 5Shalutter Pathe says: “He (Hazml) will abvays be
remermbered as an epoch maling post. He attamed the posihom of
National poet of the Muslins of Pak-Bengal” (Bangladesh) "
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Abul Kalam 5hanwuddmm an ermnent witer, says Nazml Islam, *i5

amother epoch makimg post, he mbroduced a complete separate poetic
style agaimst (the then established) Michel Madusudan Dutta and
Rabindranath Tagars™ '

Nazml's comternparary wiiter Qazm Abdul Wadud has remarked: “The
poetry of Mazml has been one of the combbubing factors to the
awakermg of the (Muslim) masses that we now see aroand us. From that
point of view, his historical importance 35 very great indesd™ *

HNazml Islam won the hearts of the Mushms of Bengal He became a
national poet. But how it was possible? He was a Mushm and bad a
great love for the Mushns. His beart ached when he saw the oppressing
condihon of the Muslmy throughout the world. He attacked the mbng
Engbsh authonty m India tlwough los mughty pen  Smmlardy, he
appealed to the Mushns fo get up, give up letharpy, mse and play the
anthontatve role mn the world. He dud not give any phulosophy, nor any
formmla from hus own He called upon the Mushms to take lessorms from
the Holy CQur’an and tread the pathof the Prophet. (Peace be upon ham).

Nazml concerved verywell the fact that the fall of the Mushme 5 due to
the degradation and derailment fiom the real track of Islamn They have
farled to produce men of real farth amd achon hke Hazxat Abu Bala,
Hazat Omar, Hazrat Usman and Hazrat Ah He chershed to have agam

braves and warmors hke Ehalsd b Wahd, Tank bin Ziyad and Musa b
Mussair. He sang on each of them to mcaleulate the ethos of Islam

among the demoralkzed Mushnes of Bengal He appealed to the Mushns
to hght the candle of knowledge, which sprngs from the Cur'an. Eagld

<
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fromn the first book of poem “Agm Bima® fo the last speech he delivered at

a hterary corference held at Calcutta m 194] he forused on a cenhal
point and the poirt 15 Islam”

How rmich regard he had for Islam can be visuabeed from hos poetic
books. Thatwas a time when the semlansts and the socialists made the
torch bearers of Islam then target of attack. These ank-Islanuc forces
understood that if the serse of egard filom the hearts of the conunon
Mushne for Ulema could be remwoved and 1mstead of love and hatred
could be generated, therr parpose woald be sered. Ulena have a special
place 1 Mushm society. Conmon men are ready to come to the street at
thewr call and can stand as a “hll 1ock’ agamst anb-Islanoe way of his.
Therefare, the shrewd policy makers of so-called Congress seculanst and
comrmirnst lohby charged the Ulema for backwardmess and hability on
the society. hust at that moment Hazul wrote, ““The Moukn of Maktab
st ke oar father, be 15 the representative of the Holy Prophet (5 AWS ).
The worldly men remoaun bus v m woddly affars but according to lum the
Moulwn Salth words day and mght for keeping the heglht of Deen’
aflame. It 5 he who gives ws kmowledge of Qur'an It 15 due to lum we
can claim to be man When people sleep he lets them know that the
dawn has appeared. Withoat lum we cammot think of ‘Manhd Shant.
He comes fo comsole us at the fime of sommows and depression. He does
not hanker after wealth, 1t 15 due to hes unhnng stugele and sermons the
villagers can pass a peaceful hfe. We are free from all sorts of evils due
to hus moral teachings "

In s poem entitled ‘Azan’ Nazml says, “When we remam busy n

worldly affans, when we pass our valnable fime m 1dle gossip, whenwe
2
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make our nund vicious jost cordtenplatng on hemoas affams, when we

forget the fact that i every passmg moment we are procesding to the
grave to nse agam before our Lord for accountabilbity, we bhear the
melodious sound of Azan-Allah 15 Great, Allah 15 Great. Though we do
not understand the real sypmuficance of thas call vet a parbenlar type of
spomtnal change 15 felt m our mmer core of heart. Just at that moment,
though for a while, we feel that we will have to leave this wodd.
Throagh thes call of Azamwe can reabze the fact thatwe, the creatare on
earth, have a relabonwith our Lord. Lest we forget thas fact Azan malkes
15 aware amd renunds us fove hmes a day that we should get ready for all
sorts af sacifices as we prachce at dawn, at noon, at aftermoon, after

surset and at nidnight” '

Hundreds of quotations can be cited from hes poshe collectiorns m thos
regard. Hazml Islam always felt for the downtodden Muslins of Bengal
and of the world. He appealed to the Mushns for gething up agam and
fight tooth and nail for talomg the leadershap of the world. He enlrrensd
the comscience of the Mushms of Bengal, got them prepared for msing
aganrt the Brotsh and Hindus domuration and explorfation He made
them knoav their role in the world again. He was really a poet of Islansc
Fenarsamce. The fatare gememtions of the Musliw of Bengal mm
parboular will remember lum with best megards, bonmour and
complments

Qazm Nazml Ilam's sermbments amd subjects were also
unmns takably [slanee mncharacters and aderdity, the heroes he mmbroduced
and popalarrzed 1 Bengah biterature were mot self-~comscious m the least.

They were Muoshm 1 name as well as m combuct. Wazml Islam made
o
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them a part of the world of Bengal hteratare and mcreased therebhy the

resources of 15 expressiveness. Thus, more than any other smgle
modern witer m the lanpuage, even more than Tagore, he was
resporsble for malang the hiferatare of Bengal non-commmnal;, hatherto
it had been an exchasive, belonging to a Hiwba particular commmimty

Hazml for the fost tme demomstated that excellent hteratare
coald be wnften mm the spoken langunage of the Mushnes The
pyehological reachion among the Mushos was sudden and sportaneous
He made them fo realize that they were not infenor fo any one and that
they need not be ashamed of thew 1denhty

Mrzamr Fehman wiites:

“To say tlns 15 not, however, to suggest that lus 1ole was mamly, or aven
largely, negahve. Because he not only dispelled the feshng of nmfennonty
of awareness of what the Musline lacked as also a desire fo achueve what
they did not hawve™ "

Ismaill Hossam &lwrajes, the great ocmafor amd witer, who was then
working for the regeneration of the cormmmty, read Mazmml's The
Esbel’ and got mspoed 5 hoajee, mmpetaons as be was, woed ten mapess
to the poet and wiote on the monev-order form, Don'’t refase the money.
I would have sent you ten thousand i I could. " He did somethng wlich
most of has Mushma readers had felt hke domg. Nazml accepted the gift
ard saud: “T read the above several tmes with tears tnclang down may
cheeks I placed the sum on my head. I had not yet seen 3 lwrajes, but
sure to read hus wrodmmgs with great mierest and even memonse them

10
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5lurajee’s whole hife was a flow of fire. Hy fue 15 reflected m 1y

; : .HI.“
slhrajee haneelf was profound scholar m several langnages and was
sereol fo Nazml by 19 years . He was decorated by the then Sultan, Abdul
Hamod of Tarkey as a "Ghazee’ for s scholaste achievements. Hx
poetic collechiors “Anal-Prabaha’ was mibhkshed m 1900.

‘Amal Prabaha’ threw Shoajee mio jail for sedihon and lus
worls rrmamed proserbed from 1210 to 1951

The book contans thnteen lonmg poeny n stming larmgmage, toochme
India, Afghamstan, Turkey, Egypt Morocco, Persia, Arabia, Spam efc.
The book deplays excellent prasp of the world siwahon vis-a-vis Islam
and 5 harajee’s remarkab le study of Islamme lestory

It 5 trae that Nazml Islam hike 5 hiagee and Allama Igbal had sung to the
past He could hardly avoid domng that, but he did not sing in the stram of
an unpoversshed amsfocrat boashng of s ancestors wealth He lonew
that the past was dead, but he also knew that the past could be wsed to
measure the indipmty of the present. That s why the past amd the present
work oot a parallehsm m les wohnegs. Hs eves were firmly planted on
the present more nstead of the physical glones and grandeur of the past.
He loved amd chershed the vakues that he thought gave the past s glory

He wanted the present to be overhauled m accordance with those vakaes.

Hence Nazml's poers Kanal Pasha, Awvar Pasha and Khabd shoald be
read mn tles backsround. Apparently they all dreamt of and sought to

‘re-enliven’ " Islarme tenets and teaching among the Muslins mass.
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The method was charactenste of the patiot Mushm buat the senbhment

and the gestare embodied m Shiragess works was shared by Mushm
wnters who followed hom

Jastice Syed Malbooh Murshed, former Chief Fustice of erstiwlile East
Palxtan, says: [ was a schoolwaywhen Hazmul Islam burst into our cosy
domestc pardour i Caloutta bhke a gust of stoom and recited the
unforgettable poemy, Budioln — The Eebel It was a revelaton to oy
mvernle nund, a5 it was to the Mushm society of Bengal and fo the
peaple of our great sub-conmbment. It gawe a message of hope fo &
despondent conmmraty. It gave hfe to bnghten the world. The messape
of the poet mowved, with compelling attraction, the yoathful heart aboat

remascent Islam in Bengal™ "’

Trae, there were some who were 1mahally hostile to the poet. They were
opposed fo the prachee of the arts om what they called moral amd vice
versa. But once they had read los posnws or, as more hkely heard s
songs on Islanmc subjects hke Allah Prophet Cabpls amd rebpious
occasions, the became, very soon, the hero and darhrng that the Mushnes
conuwmiraty was yeanung for long. They had to sumrender bhe dad not take
muach fme to make the comuest of lns comommty commplete. After
Nazmal Islaran, Bengal Mushies were not what they had been before as
pointed by Pomeipal Terabom khan

His poetry, and prose and rmisic heightened the commmuty’s sersbihty
and sharpenad its semsihvity. Now, as never before m recent lnstory, the
members of the conmmmty could veunt lns name, recite hus poenss, sing
les songs amd feel that thev wers not without ther own treasure of

12
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hteratore. Once Nazml had come to Bengal the Bengah Nushe were

not the same as before. They were nicher men and women '*

Contemporary Pobibelans mehding Moalym A K. Fazll Hag
ard wiiters had toed with Hazul fo rouse the Muslims. But their success
could hamdly be compared with Nazmul’s. The reasonm 15 cbwious, he
worked as an arhst and throngh les andience ’s feelimgs. His waords touch
the hard for the people. Undermably he was the greater among the posts
the Muslm society m Bengal had produced sixe the loss of
imndependence to the Botesh ™

Hazmal wiote mn a language wlach the Bengali Mushoes used m everwday
conversahon bat felt ashamed fo wse m public. He wsed 1deas and
semtimerts which every Mushm held dear. Both the matter amd the
vohimes were new; they had never beenused m Bengal smee the Bnhish
ocoupations

How Mushm Bengal felt about Hazul 15 ilkestrated by the letter wntten
by Mr Evralom Fhan

Dear Nazrul

[ have never seen you. [ med to meet you quate a few fumes, but m wun
From a distance [ have read vour wnhng, have been charmed and have

bowed my head m reverance to the germs that hes myoua.

“Almaghty’ I have prayed to God, “if voa have besn merciful enough to
grant a jewel to the poor Bengalh Mushm commmmty. You will also be
los gunardian. Yoo will make the people appreciate lom
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The Bengali Mushne are poor, not only mm matenal wealth bat also 1n

o, The society 15 dying we requmre shixmr to save 1t But who willbnng
1t we do not kmowr .

It seems to me that God has provided you with something of that
precimys gift. There 1 something i the heart of your beart that can be
dilipence and devohon that bong forth bife giving pohon

The Bengalh Mushoe are loolime forward to yoo for the message of
Islam, resounding 1n yoar voice hike the tmampet of awakemng for thos
sleepmmg nation

The place of Fanm 1 Bengal hes vacant. 5 tep m and crown with success
vourself as well as the Bengali Muslim nation and Bengali literature ™

Hazml rephed to the letter dwelhng upon the Naslmes backerardness and
reasons for thes.

Qaz Nazml Islam was popular amomg the Mushm youtls . Ths was
becanse he represented the hopes and dreans of the Muoshm youths of
the counhry, who at that hme were engaged n a detenmred stuggle for
mdependence of a Mushne state.

In reply to the letter Hazml states lns posthon very cleardy:

“Whether the Bengali Mushnes are poor m matenal wealth I do not
knowy, bat I have the pamful realization that they are really poor m rond
ard that fo excess. It 5 not e that [ have not won recogmbon from the

Mushme. The love and affechonwithwhich the yoong Mushns, the real
hie of the coanfry, have recerved me have buned all the thoows of

depreciahon undermeath The real witality of [slam hes m 1ts recogmhon
14
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of the worth of the people, 15 democeratic 1deal and & farth mumersal

brotherhood and squality of man The umqueness and greatmess of [slam
15 recograzed not only by me, but also by those who are not Mushms.
This great tuth of Islamycanbe the theme of not only a poembut an epic.
An myipmficant post that [ am, m many of my wiohngs [ have ed to
simg the glary of Islam  Buat these efforts have never overstepped poefry,
nor can they. In that case they will cease tobe poetry... I Imow that the
greatest good of the country lhies mn the uphft of the Bengalh Mushns
The fact that the awakeming of thewr self &5 yet to take place 15 the greatest
chstacle mn the way of the independence” !

Qaz Nazul Islam sang opeming songs at pobtical gathenngs, addressed
lage corferences amd traveled the length and breadth of Bengal mspmng

IIns boos wwherever he went.

Mushmes mlers of Bengal succesded m overtlwowring the Hindu mle, and
effectively miled for over five lnndred vears. They patromzed the local
langnage mther than Samsloat And it was under ther patonmage that
Bengalh lanpuage tinged with Islanec words emerged as a social
s trament of expresson

Likewise Qazm Nazml Islam thoough his resoanding poens and somgs
represented the Mushne spint of the tume. He voaced the courage amd
determumation and resermtmernd of Mushnes mm Bengal successfully.

He honself saud, "1 am a poet of the present amd not a “prophst’ of the
fatare” * And hence he gained extracrdinary popularty among Muslins
of Bengal i parbicular.
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Nazral [slam 15 a splendid germis on the one hand and smgs of “fire and

destmchon’ to create a new world of freedom and equahty. On the other
hand he can play saftly on the “flate of love’

He says "“Inmome hand [ canry twisted finte, a war bugle 1 the other.” His
fiery patwohsm and volecame fory agamst myustce and oppression
mellow o rich throbbing lhanamsm 1 hos waorks .

The silent tree, the melancholy sky, the slow mowvng nver, the placeman
and the shy willager gols are some of hns frequert mages 1n love posty.

Inbnefwe can safely sumup that the Greek Dionysian m lnm gets along
with the Apolloman, creating “the nmsic of the spheres’.

He has wntten between tlmee and four thousamd somgs (according to
recard) for freedom fighters, for lowvers, for peasants, for poliheal
procession, on rehgpons festivihes and rebpious occasmorms hke Ead,
Eamazan Mobammam He also wiote Haat’ (thymed songs) m praise of
the Holy Prophet of Islam In lus Naats he has poared out les love for the
Holy prophet as a tme devout, which has marely been excelled to-date.
Faightly cnthes compare hos songs fo the Azan (Clanon call) of Ha=at
Bilal. UTrndoubtedly these served as clamon call to the Muoshm Bengal to
awaked from mental stapor and phosacal merha

Hazmal Islam, though a great poet, was an embodiment of lnnhty. As
he homwelf says m s poem “An usipmficant poet as I am, m my
wrtmgs | have fned to sing the glory of Islam The real wtahty of Islam
hies 1n the recopmbon of the worth of the people, the democratic adeal
the concepts af umversal brotherhood and equality of man ™'
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We see Hazml Islam’s greatness very clearly when we compare

bon with hos cortensporanes, both Moslon and Hindu . His confemporary
anbihoas Glulam Mustafa was emwnons of Nazl Islam's repatabon,
and had parodied lum in ome of lns poens. The difference betiveen the
two poets does not Le only m thewr teclmacal skill although that
difference 15 not small: 1t hes abo m Nazmul Islam’s wade-awake
acquamtance with what was happering around lom and, more
mportanfly, m his ability fo grasp the mew spmt that was abicad, 1mn
Bengal after the Fust Wodd “War.

“Thoagh a galaxy of poets and hiterataers m subsequert vears followed
HNazml Islam but they conld not come even closer to s fowenng
confrbuton m Bengah hteratare. Wiele commentimg on Nazml Islam’s
confrbution towards Bengah hteratare Prof. 5 hramal Islam m hes book
“Poet And More" wites: Ebralum Khan, who wrote plays on the heroes
of modern Turkey, Jasumddin, who dehneated excellently Bengal
vllages 1 has poens and Qazm Emdadol Hag, a competent novehst, were
all incapable of growwth, they lacked a comsyterd way of locking at hife.
Wazmal Islam’s superionty was more qualitative than quantitative™ ™

T 1T . 1 % . 1 - TETT ET TR 1 ¢ TET o1 1 = r

S haheen’, and thas drew the woild — portrast of the Hero:

“Then came a yvonthfal Hero, armned from head to foot,
Whth s towermg turban touching the dafe—palm fop:

Ard his monwnts gravish green
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From comtant toach with ults of shimng swards !

Im lns eyes ghstensd the flow of Hope and Fasth

Like the sparking streanys of the Tigns and Eupheates
Fastened round les roghty ammwas the Holy Quran!
Within lus breast was desperate dash, and inlus hand
The shiming sword to smash Al-Burs the § trong!*~

Hazmal's wnhngs, which at once set lum apart from les generabon of
woters, were on themes of Mushm tradibon and were marked by the
generous amnd very effective wuse of Arabic and Persian words and
expressions, wotten i rhythm and metrs. These, thoogh witlin the
rhythnee pattern of Bengali Posty, were stnkmgly ongimal.  These
poers atbracted wade attenfion not merely becanse of ther theme, but
also for the resonance of thenr metre as well as vgonr and passion

In one of lus poerms entifled Emibam the Mushm festival i wluch
ammmals are sacnficed bat some Mushim pacifists i those days fermed 1t
as batbarous’, Nazml Islam defended it as not mere Jnlling, but as a
drscovery of one’s shength and courage, the kalling of fear and hnedity
In another poem enhfled Mubaimam, the perod of mowmme
commemotating the martyrdom of Hazat Imam Hussam (BA), the
grands on of Prophet Mubanwwad (5 WA ), he called for sacnfice msfead
of lamenhng the Martyidom at Katbala, a synbol of battle for jshee and
tuth In vet another poem entifled the ‘Feny Boat’, svibolmes
salvabon tlwough the cambimals of Islarme faith unattans 5 a
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remarkable mesonance of sublune thought amnd mastery with words and

hyme, evocative of the measured rhythm of the carsmen ™

It 5 presumed Igbal’s popular poem mn U SHIEKWA® (Complaant to
God) fromm Mushne mmst hawe mwspuoed Nazml Islam o wnte
FARIYAD, wlech s synonymoas with S hakera’

However the treatment of the subject matter by the two great poets
apparenfly are differemt While Thilwa® lodges complamt to Allah
Alnuglty over Mushns depnvaboms, Nazml's Fanyed’ evoled Allah's
blessings to uphft the lmmamty from depnivabiors. Hence two are not
different m poetic essemnce

HNazral Islam dad what no other Mushm post in modern Bengal had dared
to do;, be created 1mages and symbols ot of the well-Imown heroes fiom
the Muslm lestory. Tlas, Tang Bin Zivad and Qasin, Hazrat Al and
Hazmat Omar, Hazat Imam Haasan and Hazat Imam Hussam and even
the Prophet lunwelf fipure m lws poetry to mfiuse hfe among the
suppressed and depmved Mushm conmmmmty He abo tramsformed
character hke Kamal Pasha and Amwvar Pasha mio synbols with excellant
methodelogy to mspire Mushm to come out from the cow-webs of
incvetion and laziness '

HNazml Islam hke Allama Igbal bad been a great mohvatme force for the
regenerahon of Muslnys mabtomabism in Bengal He was fost ever

successfial hacbimger of Mushm renaxssance amd was pronurend armong
the great pronesrs of the culhural enassance m the Eastern part for the
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Qaz Nazm] Islam, who started as a folk-based Leto poet, was Named

Hatcnal laureate ever suwe the partihoned of India was effected on
Amgust 14, 1947, He was pronounced as Nahonal Poet of Pakstan along
with Allama Mubammad Igbal for hus resplendent and contdbuticrs to
the Independence. Like mamy other Nhus ki leaders of the Sub-conhnent
he persued relentlass stuggle agamnst the colommal Bofsh mles and rased
les voeiferous voece for freedom of Sub-combment viz-a-viz a homeland
of the WMushomes.

One of the great arclutects of the Independence Movemsnt as well as the
resurgence of Mushm m the socio cultural arema, Qa=m Nazml Islam
ermiched and glonfied the Bengalh language, hiterature, cultore and mmsic
with les munense creative talents amd probfic pen and therebv entlmsed
Mushnes to yeamn for umty and hberty. Though a romanhe poet of par
excellence, Nazml comcions of s commmumty’s deprivatiorns and
dreams, used lns poetr qualihes effectively to flee them fom colomal
oppression, and all other socwo-econonue and pobtcal depnivabions and
supers hhntons .

On many occasioms Nazul loself declared that lus rebelhon was
sormething total, he warted fo totally change the old descnpt social order
that overtock les commmmty in the Sub-Cordment 1 the walk of Britsh
advent. He 15 ogltly acclaimed as a poet of freedom by hus conmmmuumty

umversally

Following are a few ilhimmatng quotes fiom Nazul Islam’s mmerms
songs and poemys that he comstertly wmote to acquait and uwpire
Mushme mn 5 outh Asia with ntnrsic and great teaclmg of Islam and 1ts
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glonous hentage o nde over thewr socwo-economue amd spmtaal

baclwardness and to carve out thewr destined place amorg the covihzed
conumirnty of the world. The quotes anmply reflect lns deep comratment
to Islam amd 1t idlstnoas characters conbrary to nmsconceived
percephon about oy, emanabing from the wsage of some synbolism and

phrases ™

1) “We preached the doctine of equality and love
Hot for the Muoshoes alome had Islam come.
and sought tmath above all things was mdeed a tue Mushm™
1] Give Islam again 1ts Foonu and 5 aady and Hafiz,
once more bless it with Khayvam and Tabnz,
erve it again its Albar and Ifs 5 halyehan,
bless it againwith that dream mowlute marble,
the Tajmoahal®
) You exist, that 15 wlyr Islam stll hves.
It was becanse of voa that no amount of neglect
could bong about its destruchon

O pare desp serene calll
0 Azan!
) Some called 1t Hazrat Muhanwomad(s AW,
s omee sunply “Kaminvallahl™
vi) All praise fo Allahy, all glory fo Huin
Let peace prevanl and equality win,
let trath reign supreme,
let all unhapmness and nusery,
all oppression and tyrammy,
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all coswardice and falsehood!

All praise to Allah all glory fo Hum

vii)

Allah 15 my Load, I fear no one,
Muharmoad 15 1y prophet,

Throaghout the world les prase 15 sung.
I have oy Caran

Why should [ fear amy one?

I amya Mushm, Islam s ny rehpon
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