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~ Seyyed Abul Hassan Ali Nadwi’s Approach to Western
Civilization
Muhammad Ali Zafar*
Introduction:

Seyyed Abul Hassan Ali Nadwi was one of the eminent and reputed
scholars in the Muslim world. He had a multidimensional personality. He
was a unique historian, a genuine sermonizer, a biographer, a popular
author and scholar. One of the salient features of his writings is his
authentic and thought provoking criticism of western civilization. Many
Muslim scholars have depicted the picture of modern western civilization in
an awe inspiring and apologetic style, but the analysis and critique of the
western civilization presented by Seyyed Abul Hassan Ali is considered as
~ one of his great maneuver.(1)

He acquired a deep insight of the western civilization by the
literature of Muslim scholars like Muhammad Igbal, Abul Ala Mududi,
‘Islam at the Cross Roads’ by Muhammad Asad, and from the literature of
western authors, e.g. History of ‘Conflict between Religion and Science’,
Gibbon’s ‘Decline and Fall of European Morals’, Robert’s ‘The making of
Humanity’?, etc. Moreover, he insinuated of Western civilization by the
several tours of Europe, which provided him the chance to study the West
and its lifestyle intimately. He expresses his feelings about his tour of
Europe in such words:

“The tour of Europe had given me the opportunity to see, at first hand,
the major centers of Western Civilization about which so much had
been said in the book. I also made use of the material available in the
British Museum and other well-known libraries in the European
countries I visited.” (3)

Seyyed Abul Hassan Ali had the occasion to meet and converse with
different orientalists in. Europe. In one of hijs letters, he -evinced his
reflections about the western civilization that, neither I have manifested an
excessive realistic portrayal, nor with prejudice, and this is the matter of fact
that without personal observation it is difficult to deliver any judgment
about the goodness and falsehood of this civilization.(4) It was the result of
his frequent visits of Europe and America that he depicted an apt picture of
the West in front of the Muslims living abroad and in the Muslim countries,
and wamed them regarding the merits and demerits of western civilization.

* Head of Islamic Studies Dept. Chand Bagh School Muriedke, Pakistan.
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e Faris, Ibne Zaid and Ibne Hajib. Second opinion is that man is the
inventor of the language; gradually the man has been able to produce a
handsome collection of words under the ‘influence of his inner self and
environment. Finally through this process a language was developed.
Another opinion also exists that initially the words were gifted by the Allah
and then extending and combining these words the man has formed a
language, but this opinion is just a way of expressing Asha'mi scool of
thought in other words" (23)

Significance of Arabic Language:

1. The Quran mentions at many places that the Quran is in Arabic
Language and its revelation in Arabic is the benevolence of Allah. (24)
2. The holy prophet wrote the letters to the rulers of different realms to

preach Islam. All letters were written in Arabic language while the language
of the most of addressees was not Arabic. Language of Heraclites was
Roman and language of the Persian Empire was Persian. Two disciples of

the Holy Prophet ¢, Hazrat Sohaib and Hazrat Salman Farsi were well
versed in Roman and Persian languages respectively. It was easy to get the
letters written in the respective languages of two kings of vast kingdoms by
the reliable disciples but the Holy Prophet preferred Arabic.

3. Companions of the holy prophet conquered Egypt, Syria, raq and
many other territories and these lands were brought under the administrative
control of the Islamic State. Juma and Eid sermons were delivered by the
companions of the Holy Prophet in Arabic while the languages of the
audience were not Arabic. No effort was made by the companions to deliver
the sermons in non-Arabic while it was not much difficult.

4. It is the religious need of every Muslim to learn Arabic so that he
might be able to recite Quran and perform prayers and to get very basic
knowledge of Islamic teachings.
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internal evidences to prove that Arabic is a revealed language. Arabic

phonology, etymological fertility, commendable syntax and system of

word generation are unchangeable. The detailed and intensive study of

Arabic Language results to believe that it is God gifted language rather

than a human fabricated language. (21)

REVELATION OF ARABIC: LOGICAL GROUNDS :

Ibne Hazam says that with Quran and Hadith, reason and human
intellect also demonstrates that first language must be revealed. He writes:
"The rational necessity for this is as follows: Had speech been established
by direct human codification, it would have been necessary for the people
who set down its code to have had complete mental faculties, rational
discipline, comprehensive knowledge, and direct experience with all thing
found in the world along with knowledge of the limits, similarities,
differences, and natures of those thing. However, we know by necessity that
the interval of time between the first appearance of a person and the time
when that person attains such a level is a corsiderable number of years,
requiring education, protection, and the care ot others. A person becomes
independent only many years after being born. There is no way for a
parents, responsible people, and nursemaids to cooperate in life without
having a language by which they understand each other's essential needs.
These include their tilling, herding, and planting activities, also the means
by which they protect themselves from the heat, cold, and wild animals, as
well as their ways of treatiig illness. Every individual has to have gone
through the experience of childhood, which we have already mentioned is a
state of inability and dependency on others.
Moreover, the idea of codification necessitates that there was a time
beforehand when language was not in existence, since it came about as the
result of the activity of those who codified it. Yet, every activity requires
speech in order to carry it out, so how were the codifiers of language
supposed to go about the business of codifying it without having a language
already at their disposal? This is an impossible situation.” (22)

Opinion Of Muslim Scholars About Revelation Of Arabic Language:

There are two schools of thought about considering Arabic language a
revealed language. Mualana Sayyid Suleman Ashraf writes that:

"Primarily there are two opinions about the Arabic language, first is that
it is revealed and God gifted. When Allah Almighty created Adam, He also
educated him the words for conversation and when he was sent down to
earth, he was continually being granted words according to needs and
consequently it became a complete language. This is the opinion of Imam
Abul Hassan Al-asha'ri and also of Saeed bin Jubair, Jalal ud din Sayuti, Ibn
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Arabic had been faded out. An impure Arabic developed due to the
intermingling of various languages. The patent Arabic was again

revealed to Ismail age.
(15) "Lalgdt mdt Sleadll 138 Lo Lanid agdt"
With the passage of time, once again, this patent Arabic language
became tainted. Third time this patent Arabic was revealed to the Holy
Prophet J.
Oa EAT alg Linuadl il ) Jpu sy JU dis (Mad il (s ilbadll ¢ sae "
(16) "gihiad Liliiad (i s gy elad Cupad Joo Laad 4ad Gl S8 U yedil o
"Hazrat Omar says that [ asked the Holy Prophet that, why yourself is
more eloquent among us despite you never travelled out? He answered
that the language of Ismail was eliminated and Jibril came to educate it
and I learnt it by heart."
The Holy Quran too revealed in patent Arabic. The Quran mentions
it in several verses.
Oy el e 088 A e falT 2 S 4 U8 W &) Qayll Alp
(17) 4oe L
And sure it is revelation of the Lord of the worlds, which the true spirit
has brought down; upon the heart that yourself may be one of the
warners, in plain Arabic speech ‘
P 1385 paasl il Gpialy 1 Gladd sy Ay Lt Cusliy pgd plad Sl gh
(18) ¢cme
And we know well that they say: Only a man teach him. The speech of
him at whom they falsely hint is outlandish, and this is clear Arabic
language.
Arabic being a Quranic Language is sacred, blessed, revealed and
protected till doomsday. Maualna Zakariyya writes:
"Allah Almighty has said in Quran (sbdlad 4l Uly ,SA W 3 s B
This is his promise to protect the Quran from any change or amendment.
And it is vivid that protecting the Quran essentially includes protection
of Arabic language because Quran is in Arabic language."(19) .
Furthermore it is also a matter of fact that the life span of Arabic is not
' limited till doomsday, but it is an eternal and everlasting language
# because it is the language of the inhabitants of the paradise. It i1s
reported that the Holy Prophet said that (s2_e 4iall Jal 23S (20)
Internal evidences on revelation of arabic:
The comprehensive and all-encompassing vocabulary of the
Arabic language with a variety of meanings with one word or vice versa
j and accuracy and the ideal association of meanings with words are
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The words "Silsll 5 ASiiudl Ml " portrays that aStdl CadEd) and AS5 50
«2alis the same phenomenon as the human race has been spread out from
the one man and similarly diverse languages were emerging from one
language i.e. Arabic.

Arabic In Traditions Of The Holy Prophet:

Some traditions of the Holy Prophet ,}’Jl}f‘a' are presented here to testify the
aforementioned claim that Arabic is a divine language.

1. It is narrated that the Holy Prophet ,}’l}}ﬁ' said:
e Ll Ay pal) gl A 4Gt oS 2ol adde adl o) dde b (puday ek b 08"
(12) " alt adde ot 3 Gl Lalh Ay udly aled 4y alh ) 4t
In the paradise language of Adam % was Arabic and when he
committed an error, Allah took out Arabic from his mind and he started
to talk in Soriyani language and when his penitence was granted, he was
returned back Arabic language.
2.
Gay Allud JEd (B oAl N Al yrad) 4 3 A qudll ) Adde aaf Gaid Ll
wb;.u‘,‘.,.mhudw\d‘,m‘ju*‘m hJ@\mluaJUqluJ& Y deaa
(13) 13 J gy Saaa At Y1 AN Y h}&uwiﬁd&ﬁuﬂ
"When Adam a2+ committed the sin, He raised up his head towards the

throne and sought forgiveness in the name of Muhammad ,}’jﬁf‘ He
inquired about that who was Muhammad? He replied: Your name is
blessed, when yourself created me at that time I looked at your throne
and found written: 4} J g 2asa ) Y ) Y

This hadith informs that Adam 2+ had been able tc read instantly after
his creation. The first sentence that he read was & Jsu) 2ea0 &) Y1 4l ¥ and
this is Arabic no doubt.

3.

L.éautsis‘sm\‘}.aﬁ,auxaMgs\d&gmbsoﬁuuﬁ”ﬂm aa
(14) " daa g e Al L,m,.m:,.M\ +J@ iy 53 pad g etias ol gaay
~ This hadith also describes that the language of the first man Adam @
was Arabic, because after his creation, he was directed to offer
salutation (salam) to angels and he fulfilled the commandment. Salam
and its reply, consist of Arabic words.

PATENT ARABIC ({24 (2 f):

Pure and patent Arabic was revealed to Adam a2 but after the

expansion of the human race, its emerging needs and diversified

experiences, the human race added new words to enrich the treasure of
its language and resultantly new languages were formulated and patent
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in Arabic. Therefore, it seems that the language of all prophets was Arabic.
But if we keep in mind the style of Quranic phraseology, we can easily
deduce that Quran is translating their words in Arabic and there is no
indication in any verse that these prayers were educated to them by Allah.
All verses that are communicating the conversations of Hazrat Maryam,
Hazrat Lugman and Ashab-e-Khaf etc, can be understood in the same
pattern. (8)
Some traditions present a new view that language of revelation for
every prophet was Arabic and the prophet was responsible for
communicating it, in the language cf the audience. Hazrat Abu Hurairah
narrates:
4_,_!_&_‘_!‘,5 MH@AY‘MJM&J&HU&JA&\d\).l\l.ab.\.hwﬂ.lq;.ﬂb"
(9) "y da i
I swear by who is the Lord of my soul, never a revelation was sent to a
prophet but in Arabic Language then he deciphers it to the language of his
homeland.
4 Allah Almlghty says in another verse:
JJ?S.*MM‘LWJ#FLHMAJL‘JLIS‘JAP&W‘ Ldu.u.uﬂ PR IR AP
e kaa Uiy 152l 08 WOH B (s e A005 e 3T W 08 AX il 4
(10) 4cnalis
And when Allah made the prophets take pledge: (saying), "If I give you a
book and wisdom, then comes to you a messenger verifying what is with
you, you shall have to believe in him and you shall have to support him."
He said, "Do you affirm and accept my covenant in this respect?" They
said." We affirm" He said "Then bear witness and I am with you among the
witness."

This verse states that Allah Alinighty took a firm oath from the
spirits of all prophets that if the noble prophet Muhammad (pbuh) appears
during their times, they will believe in the veracity and prophethood of him
and also instruct others to obey. All the prophets promlsed to believe, to
support and to follow him. The language of this covenant is Arabic as vivid
from the words of Quranic verse. This verse is another proof to authenticate
the claim that Arabic is the revealed language. It is not logical if we say that
Allah Almighty asked the question a8l from the prophets in their own
languages that result to ask the question in thousands of languages and also
to receive the responses in thousands of languages.

5. The Quran says: . ‘

(11) € 25y akaiuadt CasigaTy pa 4Ts gl (318 4040 (ash
And of His signs is the creation of the heavens and earth and differences of
your languages and ~olors.
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not your Lord" They said " of course You are, we affirm” lest you should
say on the day of doom, "We were ignorant of this".

This verse depicts the occasion of the heavenly covenant called
Covenant of &l when all human souls congregated, and Almighty Allah
asked that Do you believe that I am your Lord. They all gave a reply of
affirmation without any intimidation and coercion that You are, no doubt.
This conversation occurred even before the existence of human being. It can
easily be derived from this verse that every human being knows language to
speak since primitive epoch before his existence. Secondly as this
conversation transpired in Arabic, therefore Arabic is the revealed language
that can be called natural ingredient of the souls of human being.

2. The Quran gives detailed information regar li..g the creation of the man.
In this context, Quran asserts.

(4) € G s LT 33 o gy
Then the Adam leamt certain words from his Lord and he relented towards
him.

This verse clearly proves that Adamstswas taught some speech and,
it is obvious that the names must be imparted through a language and, it is
agreed that the language of the seraphs is Arabic. Allama Jala ud Din
Sayuti( R.A) writes:

Gl Jada g Cafi g8 capall A o alel:dsdl 438 4 )l O deal Guall gl du"

(5) "eSelan¥l  adlale 5 Maidd g
Abul Hassan bin Faris says in his book Fiq hul Lugha "You must know that
Arabic Language is revealed language as the Quran states€l¢!Sslan¥! a3f ale 4

3. The Quran states the story of Hazrat Adama:+ that Satan trapped him and
his wife by enticement. Consequently, they committed the error of eating
the forbidden tree and both of them were banished from the paradise. This
situation of the displeasure of Allah was unbearable for them as they had
never experienced the wrath of Allah so, they sought the repentance. Allah
educated Adam the following words of apology. The Quran says:
(6) % Sl 47, ¢y o A B
Then Adam learnt certain words (to pray with) from his Lord
Adam learnt what words? Quran conveys.
(7) € el 2pe K00 LR,y 11 085 o oy Ui Wl G 3
Our Lord! We have wronged our souls, and if thou do not forgive us, we
shall of a surety be of the losers.
The words that were taught to Adam and Eve comprised of the
Arabic language as Quranic verse affirms. However, a doubt might be
raised that all benedictory statements of prophets narrated by the Quran are

'
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Arabic: The Revealed Language
Usman Ahmad’

Allah Almighty is the sole Creator, Cherisher and Sustainer of all the
worlds. He created the man and bestowed him with the capability of
expression. Allah says in the Quran.

(1) € Dol e syl 36 3
He created man. He taught him distinctness.

In these verses the creation of the man has been narrated conti guous
to the conferment of the faculty of speech to him, which discloses vividly
that the man had the ability to express his sentiments, experiences and
knowledge since the day of his inception. It is also a matter of fact that
expression without a language is merely impossible. Therefore (bl 4ale
encompasses the meanings of (tull 4dde, It is also established that
expression of inner feelings or knowledge gained by experiences is possible
by two means: Verbal and inscriptive. Therefore obdl 4dle includes
endowment of both skills of expression; speaking and writing, of human
being by Allah. In Surah Al- Alaq, the Quran informs explicitly:

(2) 425l oo 31 WA & 18 (gt e oyl B8 (35 i B0 L 1

Recite thou in the name of thy Lord who has created everything. Has
created man from a clot and thy lord is the most bountiful. Who has taught
man by the pen.

It is evident from these verses that the first man of the universe was
well versed in reading and writing since the beginning, as the words |8 and
Al ale describe. Consequently, we can infer that the first language was
revealed divinely to the first man; Adam 2.

Now the question arises that what was the first revealed language.
Thorough study of the Quran and the Hadith leads towards the fact that the
language revealed to the first man was Arabic. The manifestation of the
Quran and Sunnah will be rendered to invigorate the current debate.

Quranic Verdict About Revelation Of Arabic:

1. The Quran says:

u&d‘)&“éﬁ).lk—l&u“ ‘&@M‘JH&JJ@M&ﬁ\&&&J&‘JU?
(3) € G2 13 oo U8 Uy ZaGal o5y 185k o Uyl

And when your Lord brought forth from the children of Adam, that is, from

their backs, their progeny, and made them testify about themselves, "Am |

*Lecturer, Dept. of Islamic Studies, University of the Punjab, Lahore, Pakistan
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