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CREATION OF MAN IN THE LIGHT OF
THE HOLY QUR’AN AND SCIENCE

Dr. Muhammad Sultan Shah

ABSTRACT

Man has been pondering over his creation since the
time immemorial. He endeavoured to know about his
origin through philosophy, religion and science. The
Holy Qur’an has underlined some facts regarding
creation of first human being. In this paper Quranic
viewpoint regarding the origin of man and the
scientific explanation of the concerned verses have
been elucidated. It is concluded that the Holy Qur’an
recognizes chemical evolution taken place in the matter
from which first man was created. The Holy Qur’an
explains seven stages of man’s creation. There is a
complete harmony between the revealed message and
scientifically established knowledge.

The Holy Qur’an does not accept the theory of organic
evolution. According to the Qur’an the first human being was
created from inerganic matter. This matter underwent some
changes which are termed as chemical evolution and man was
directly made form it. Not a single verse of the Holy Qur’an can be
pointed out which may tell us about the common ancestor of man
and ape. Man had never been any other animal. He was created as
the human being and had not evolved from ape or monkey. After
his physical creation Almighty Allah endowed him with His own
spirit (Ruh). The human creation was not merely the arrangement
of some substances that accidentally joined each other; it was
rather in accordance with the Divine Scheme of Creation.
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The Western societies in spite of their high claims for the
condemnation of slavery failed to eradicate slavery one or
other reason.

The Western societies not only failed to stop slavery, rather
it was increased as commerce and Industry increased in
their societies. There is no denying the effect that the
establishment of European colonies in the new world
during 1500’s brought an expansion of slavery. These
Europeans enslaved millions of peoples for the purpose of
sugar plantation, to mine gold and other minerals.

Though the treatment of slaves varied greatly in the
Western societies but generally the slaves were devoid of
any human right. A slave was considered as the personal
property of his master and he was bound to absolute
obedience to his master. No slave could marry, have a
family or own property, they were regarded simply as
chattels. Their life and death was possessed by their
masters.

At the advent of Islam slavery was an established
institution in Arabian era and slaves were a commercial
commodity. When Islam came though it did not a declare
slavery unlawful, all of sudden, as it was very deep rooted
in Arabian society. But it took necessary measures the
result of which was the ultimate eradication of from the
Muslim world. It recommended kindness and freeing of
slaves as an act of great merit and announced certain rights
and privileges of the slaves. It declared that ill treatment
and harshness with slaves would raise the wrath of Allah
and would deserve for the torment of Fire in the hereafter.
The result of which was that slavery was diminished not
from the Muslim society only but from whole world.
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A permanent head in the public treasury was fixed to set free
slave men and women.

Prostitution, which was largely carried out through slave
women, who were mostly forced by their masters do so, was
totally prohibited.

The affronting names of ‘abd and amah by which slave men and
women were called, were abrogated so that people should stop
regarding them as slaves. In their place, the words fatah (boy)
and fatath (girl) were introduced.

Finally, the law of mukatibat provided very easy access for the
slaves to the gateway to freedom. Every slave who was capable of
supporting himself was allowed by law to free himself, provided
that he either gave a certain monetary amount to this master of
carried out certain errands for him. After this, he could live as a
free man. A special head in the treasury was fixed for this
purpose; also, wealthy people were urged to help the slaves in
this regard.

CONCLUSION

Now we would like to conclude our discussion in the light of
comparison made between Islam, best and other religions, under
the following points:

1. Slavery was an ancient institution that started in prehistoric
era of man kind its origin is unknown.
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slaves were considered to be full and complete human beings like
everyone else.

It is the precious teaching of Islam that maintained equality
between all human beings, and brought them in one rank,
regardless to their color and race.

Eminent Egyptian scholar Dr. Hassan Ibrahim quotes that,
“Islam uplifted the condition of the slaves and helped them in the
path of freedom, Islam brought equity among the masters and
slaves in the matter of eating, clothing, education, culture and
matter of civil rights.”

Islam has emphasized for making freedom of slaves, and also
suggested different ways as Fuk-ur-raqabah, has been declared
very valuable task, which is having a great reward.

In the early Makkan period, it pronounced that slave
emancipation was a great deed of piety. The very initial Makkan
surahs appealed to the Muslims to liberate as many slaves as they
could.

The Messenger (SAW), unequivocally, directed the Muslims to
raise the standard of living of the slaves and bring it equal to
their own standard. This, of course, was meant to discourage
people from persisting with them.

For the atonement of many sins manumission of slaves was
divinely ordained.

All slave men and women who could support themselves in the
society were directed to marry one another, in order to raise
their moral and social status.
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«Narrated Ibn “‘Umar: The Prophet said, “He who manumits his
share of a slave and has money sufficient to free the remaining
portion of that slave’s price (justly estimated) then he should
manumit him (by giving the rest of his price to the other co-
owners).” Nafi’ added, “Otherwise the slave is partially free.”
Aiyub is not sure whether the last statement was said by Nafi’ or
it was a part of the Hadith.”46

3) Attitude of Islamic State Towards Slavery

Regardless, slavery does not exist in Islam anymore. According
to the Shari’ah or Islamic law, a freeborn Muslim could not be
enslaved, nor were Jews or Christians in early Islam. Slaves in
Islam were only non-Muslims who were captured in war, as well
as their children who were born into slavery.

In this unique form of Islamic slavery, the relationship between
master and slave could be a close one in many ways, including
eating and praying together, and may also continue to be so even
after the slave was freed. The freed slave in Islam may even
marry his former master’s daughter and/or conduct business for
him.

Islam also taught that it is much more meritorious to free a slave
than to hold on to one. To set an example, The Messenger
Muhammad himself freed his own slave, Bilal, who later became
a very prominent member of the Ummah by becoming the
official caller to prayers (“Mu’azin”) in Madinah.

In fact, over 1400 years ago, Islam taught that slaves - unlike the
much more recent 19® century brutal American slavery - should
be treated with justice, fairness, and kindness. Also, in Islam,
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Cause.” I then asked, “What is the best kind of manumission (of
slaves)?” He replied, “The manumission of the most expensive
slave and the most beloved by his master.” I said, “If I cannot
afford to do that?” He said, “Help the weak or do good for a
person who cannot work for himself,” I said, “If T cannot do
that?” He said, “Refrain from harming others for this will be
regarded as a charitable deed for your own good.”40

Narrated Asma’ bint Abu Bakr. The Messenger ordered us to
free slaves at the time of solar eclipses. 41

“Narrated by Asma’ bint Abu Bakr: We were ordered to free
slaves at the time of lunar eclipses.”42

“Narrated Ibn ‘Umar: The Prophet said, “Whoever manumits a
slave owned by two masters, should manumit him completely
(not partially). 43

“Narrated ‘Abdullah bin “Umar: Allah’s Messenger said,
“Whoever frees his share of a common slave and he has sufficient
money to free him completely, should let its price be estimated
by a just man and given his partners the price of their shares and
manumit the slave; otherwise (i.e. if he has not sufficient money)
he manumits the slave partially.”44

“Narrated Ibn ‘Umar: Allah’s Messenger said, “Whoever
manumits his share of a slave, then it is essential for him to get
that slave manumitted’ completely as long as he has the money
to do so. If he has not sufficient money to pay the price of the
other shares (after the price of the slave is evaluated justly), the
manumitted manumits the slave partially in proportion to his
share.”45
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«Narrated Abdullah Ibn Umar Khaythamah reported: While we
were sitting in the company of Abdullah Ibn Umar there came
in his steward. He (Ibn Umar) said: Have you supplied the
provision to the slaves? He said: No. Upon this he said: Go and
give (the provision) to them, for the Messenger of Allah (peace
be upon him) has said: This sin is enough for a man that he
withholds the subsistence from one whose master he is.”34

3) Some other sayings of the Messenger on this subject well
deserve to be mentioned; as the following:

“He who beats his slave without fault, or slaps him on the face,
his atonement for this is freeing him.”35

“A man who behaves ill to his slave will not enter into
paradise.”36

«“Whoever is the cause of separation between mother and child
by selling or giving, Allah will separate him from his friends on
the day of resurrection.”37

“When a slave wishes well to his master, and worship Allah well,
for him are double rewards.”38

«Narrated Abu Hurara: The Prophet said, “Whoever frees a
Muslim slave, Allah will slave all the parts of his body from the
(Hell) Fire as he has freed the body-parts of the salve.” Siad bin
Marjana said that he narrated that Hadith to ‘Ali bin Al-Hussain
and he freed his slave for whom ‘Abdullah bin Ja’far had offered
him ten thousand dirhams or one-thousand dinars.”39

“Narrated by Abu Dhar: I asked the Prophet, “What is the best

deed?” He replied, “To believe in Allah and to fight for His
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and pure; and conferred on them special favours, above a great
part of our creation. 30

2) Conduct and Sayings of the Messenger of Allah
The Messenger of Allah (S.A.W) himself set an example of

voluntary emancipation as he freed all his slaves and brought
about a marriage between a slave and free Quraish women, a
relative of his own.31

There are many sayings in which the Messenger has instructed
the believers to free the captives or at least treat them with
kindness and justly. Some of the important saying of the
Messenger in this regard may be mentioned as below.

1) Here we refer to the sermon delivered by the Messenger of
Allah on the occasion of farewell Hajj: -

“You should feed them with such food as you eat yourselves, and
clothes them with stiff you wear and if they commit of a fault
which you are not inclined to forgive them then part them for
they are the servants of Lord and not to be harshly treated.”32

2) Narrated Ibn ‘Umar: That he used to give his verdict
regarding the male or female slaves owned by more than one
master, one of whom may manumit his share of the slave. Ibn
‘Umar used to say in such a case, “The manumitted should
manumit the slave completely if he has sufficient money to pay
the rest of the price of that slave and the other share-holders are
to take the price of their shares and the slave is freed.” Ibn Umar
narrated this verdict from the Messenger.33
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and (reverence) the wombs (That bore you): for Allah ever
watches over you. 27

i R I 0 8 5 o o 33Ty o o oSl s 34

G S | e 5 50 ok 5T 20 g3 011383 miﬁb*uu;@ww -

It is He who created you from a single person, and made His
mate of like nature, In order that He might dwell with Her (in
love). When they are united, she bears a light burden and carries
it about (unnoticed). When she grows heavy, they both pray to
Allah their Lord, (Saying): "If Thou gives us a goodly child, we
vow we shall (ever) be grateful." 28

< Jo or 4 2 g CErs e pa e A B A e Mie
c,a.[g;lwuu'_iu*'g_a,w),u_dgag-}ﬁwﬁ_(mu;puﬁ,

It is He who hath produced you from a single person: here is a
place of sojourn and a place of departure: we detail Our Signs for
people who understand. 29

e L ol 5318555 Al 1 s 50 A 5 LA

We have honored the sons of Adam; provided them with
transport on land and sea; given them for sustenance things good
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6- ISLAM ATTACKS SLAVERY

To give an idea of how Islam raised the status of slaves and
treated them as human beings, some of the measures taken by
Islam may be mentioned under the following headings.

1) Quraan & Slavery.
2) Conduct and Sayings of the Messenger of Allah.

3) Attitude of Islamic State Towards Slavery.

1) Quran & Slavery

Islam believes that the creation of social setup should be based on
the concept of unity of human race and the sanctity and dignity
of mankind. Quran refers to this dignity of human race at
various places and in different contexts. Some of the Ayat
relating to it may be mentioned as bellow.

-2 Al At T s, L RSP A Jede 2 . A2 pee , # 25,
WQJ%JJ%&JE%J&w@L’G:&%&;':ﬂ-*‘w‘-d‘l-e-:i-z
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O mankind! reverence your Guardian-Lord, who created you
from a single person, created, of like nature, His mate, and from
them twain scattered (Like seeds) countless men and women;-
reverence Allah, through whom ye demand your mutual (rights),
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We have mentioned briefly the attitude of Jewish, Christianity
and Hinduism towards slavery, now we would like to have a
look at Islam and its codes regarding slavery.

As far as slavery was concerned, Arabs in the pre-Islamic days
were as bad offenders as their neighbors. Slaves were a
commercial commodity, and slavery was an established
institution. Tt was a source of livelihood for thousands and a
source of labor for scores of thousands. To the elite, the number
of slaves in the household was a symbol of status.24

This was the state of affairs at the advent of Islam. Slavery
offended the spirit of Islam as much as idolatry did. But while
the latter had its routs in spiritualism and hence could be
countered by reason, slavery had its roots in commerce, in social
structures, in agriculture undertakings. 25 How was then slavery
to be eradicated?

Islam’s war against slavery aimed at changing the attitude and
mentality of the whole society, so that after emancipation, slaves
would became its full-fledged members, without any need of
demonstrations, strikes, civil disobedience and racial riots. Islam
achieved this seemingly impossible objective without any war.
To say that Islam waged no war against slavery would not be a
true statement. A war it waged, but a war in which neither
sword was resorted to, nor was blood spilled. 26

Islam aimed at striking at the roots of its foe and created allies by
arousing the finer instinct of its followers. A three-pronged
attach on slavery was launched.
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Slavery was recognized feature in the ancient and mediaeval
Jewish life. It is important to note that among the Jewish the
treatment of slave was never debasing or cruel. The Jewish law is
very clear on the point, the Mosaic legislation insists upon the
rights of slaves. Besides this the Jewish legislation refuses to give
slaves any right to own property independently. As the Rabbis
phrased it, © Whatsoever the slave hath acquired, the master hath
acquired.” Whatever he may receive from others, or find by the
way, belongs to the master. 22

IV- Attitude of Europeans towards Slaves

Laws in the European colonies of Latin America showed
considerable concern for the welfare of slaves. These laws
allowed slaves to marry, to seed relief from a cruel owner, and
even to buy their freedom. Such laws were rarely enforced,
however. Partly for this reason, slavery was as cruel in Latin
America as it was, later, in the United States. But slaves in
United States generally ate better, lived longer, received better
medical care, and had a more secure family life than those in
most other countries. 23

5- SLAVES IN THE HISTORY OF ISLAM

There is a great deal of misrepresentation in the west about
slavery in Islam.

Christian writers have often represented Islam as a religion,
which not only tolerated slavery but also encouraged it. This is a
serious accusation leveled against Islam.



