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"“Though a zealous champion of 1slam, he never treated his Indian
subjects harshly nor did ever impos_e the Islamic religion on them.
He maintained a large contingent of Hindu troops....Conversion to
Islam was never a condition of service in the sultan's army....
Mahmud's conquest of northern India fruthered the exchange of
trade and ideas between the Indian subcontinent and the Muslfm
world. It helped io disseminate Indian culture in foreign lands.
Similarly, Muslim culture, which by now had assimilated and
developed the cultures of such ancient peoples as the Egyptians,
the Greeks, the Romans, and the Syrians, found its way into India, .
and many Muslim scholars, writers, historians, and poets began to

settle there™.
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