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“The most general definition of Apocrypha is, writing having
some protension to the character of sacred sripture, or
recieved as such by certain sects, but excluded from the
Canon,"(2)
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"Untill recently it was commonly assumed that Jews of the peri-
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od immediately before and after the begining of the com-

mon era had two canons, one that was current in Palestine and
another in Alexandria, the greatest centre of Jewish life in the -
Hellenistic world. But newer evidence, including that from
Qumran, suggests a more complex reconstruction, and indeed
the use of the word "canon" may be somewhat inappropriate,
since the list of included books was not explicitly fixed until the
second century CE. The contents of the first two parts (Law
and Prophets) of what would ultimately be called the candn
had been accepted as sacred and authoritative since at least
200 BCE, but the works that constitute the third part of the He-
brew Bible (the Writings) have a less authoritative status and
have been individually evaluated in quite different way. It is to
this last class thatthe Apocryphabelong". _
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