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ISLAMIC RESURGENCE

Muhammad Qadeer Alam
Introduction

Islam, as we all know, is the majority religion in some 52
states, but in view of its universality, it is not tied to any
geographic, As such, it is not a religion in the literal sense of the
term but an ideology, a civilizaional approach, and a message.

Followers of this dynamic “Deen” are spread all over the
globe and they number about 800 million in Muslim majority
areas. In addition, there are over 400 million Muslim, spread over
in various parts of the world.

It 1s, however, unfortunate that Islam, through the ages, has
remained the most misunderstood religion in the West. No, doubt it
is a religion that stands for peace and justice but the jaundiced eyes
of the West see it as a religion of war and fanaticism. It is a2 matter
- of common knowledge that Muslims had exercised dominance in
the world for a very long time, and happily all through this long
span of time, the Islamic civilization had invariably provided peace
and security to all the citizens, including non-Muslims. In fact, it
was the Muslim world that had provided shelters to all those non-
Muslims who were persecuted in different parts of the world,
particularly in Europe.q)

Here I quote Robert Briffault who examines in his
monumental work “ The making of Humanity”, the record of the
Muslim state and society. He observes: “Theocracy in the East has
not been intellectually tyrannical or coercive. We do not find there
the obscurantism, the holding down of thought, the perpetual
warfare against intellectual revolt, which is such a familiar feature
of the European world, with Greece and Rome at its back.”

Another reputed historian, William Muir also admits that “ the
Islamic leniency towards the conquered and there justice and
integrity presented a marked contrast to the tyranny and
intolerance of the Romans. The Syrian Chriastians enjoyed more
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beginning of Islam. It could not last forever, but the basic concepts
were the same and never a compromise was made on them. This
ideal Islmic society , in its very nature, was a moderate and balanced
society avoiding all extravagancies and extremities on either side.
While the western territorially bound nation equipped with the
counter productive concepts like sovereignty, national
aggrandizement, national pride, national interest and national
superiority only lead to aggression and international anarchy. On the
other hand Islam constitutes a nation based on Towhid, which
ensures peace and harmony in the affairs of humanity.
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