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Islamisation in Afghanistan and Afghan Jihad:

A critical appraisal
Mugqarrab Akbar*

The Geographical Importance of Afghanistan:

Afghanistan has been a central focus of world power for the last two
thousand years, notably from Alexander the Great in 330 BC to the current
US invasion, due to its geographical location, landscape, social, economic
and political perspective, but none of these forces gained success or was
able to control its territory.(1) The Kandhar and Kabul were considered as
the gates of Hindustan: as Sir Percy Sykes, former British Diplomat and
historian, explained it, “He alone can be Emperor of Hindustan who is first
Lord of Kabul.”(2) In ancient times, the great conquerors such as Alexander
the Great, Genghis Khan, and Tamerlane had tried to conquer
Afghanistan.(3) The British and Russia played the “great game” throughout
the Nineteenth Century to gain control over the buffer state of Afghanistan,
but failed. Moreover, it was a focus of bipolar rivalry due to its closeness to
the Persian Gulf’s oil and the Indian Ocean’s ports in the 1970s. Afghans
have always been a symbol of resistance against foreign invasions and were
never colonised because “Pakhtuns, no less so than other groups, have
available alternative moral maps to guide them in their life decisions.”(4)
However, Afghanistan has always been a “rentier state”- heavily dependent
on foreign assistance: and a rentier state always produced rentier
revolutionaries.(5) Failed foreign invasions, the civil war and years of cold
war conflict have brought a terrible tool of death and destruction for the
people of Afghanistan. They have always been united against a foreign
enemy and fought among themselves to rule the land. Edward suggests that
this is because, “Afghan people have three different models of behaviour-
Islam, rule, and honour and the concrete presence of these characteristics
block the emergence of a coherent civil society, and by which the polity
continues to be aftlicted”.(6)

Islamisation in Afghanistan:

It is often considered that the Muslim world, and notably Saudi and
Pakistan, inculcated Islam as a decisive force in the 1979 Afghan war,
whereas in fact the Islamisation of Afghanistan started in the 1950s when a
group of professors at the faculty of Theology in Kabul University, inspired
by the ideas of the Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood, started to influence their
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and spreads via airborne droplets through close contacts. That’s
why, he commanded to run away from a leper as one runs from a
lion. This command has been narrated by AbG Hurayrah from the
Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) as mentioned by Imam Bukhar1
in his Sahih.

2. The hadith of Jabir b. ‘Abd Allah which mentions that the Holy
Prophet (peace be upon him) ate his meal with a leper is not
authentic because all of its chains of narrators contain a weak
narrator Mufaddal b. Fadalah. Abt Hatim, Abd Da’ad, Ibn Mu‘in
and Imam Nasa’T have reservations about him. Shaykhayn did not
narrate his hadith. Imam Tirmidhi, Abt Da’ad, and Ibn Majah also
tend to avoid his hadith except this single narration. Although Imam
Tirmidhi narrates this hadith but he clarifies that this hadith has also
been narrated from Shu‘bah via Habib b. Shahid which skips
Mufaddal b. Fadalah. This kadith is more authentic than the hadith
of Yiinus b. Muhammad and states that it was Ibn “Umar who ate
with the leper, not the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him). So, the
fact is that the marfii  hadith is not reliable and the more reliable one
is mawqiif on Ton “‘Umar. Based on the hadith, la ‘adwa (there is no
contagion), he thought that this is a generalized statement and
leprosy is among those diseases which do not transmit to others.
However, the Prophet (peace be upon him) did not mean this. He
meant that the communicable diseases like leprosy were excluded
from his saying /a ‘adwa.

3. The hadith of ‘Amr b. Sharid narrated by Imam Muslim clearly
mentions that the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) did not allow a
leper to come and touch him. He accepted his oath of allegiance
from a distance and sent him back. The Prophet’s action of this kind
supports the view of communicability of diseases. This hadith
proves that the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) used to avoid
contact with lepers.

4. The Holy Prophet (peace be upon him), in order to put more stress
on the contagiousness of leprosy, commanded his followers to avoid
staring the lepers continuously. If one is asked to avoid this, he is
being taught subconsciously that there is some danger in gaining
proximity with lepers heedlessly. The ahadith of Ibn ‘Abbas
narrated by Ibn Maijah and that of Mu‘adh b. Jabal narrated by
Tabrani which state this command are hasan and support the
concept of communicability of diseases.
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Mu‘adh b. Jabal narrated that the Apostle of Allah (peace be upon
him) said: “Don’t stare the lepers constantly.”'?
Kathir b. Murrah, al-Hadrami, Aba Shajarah:

Nasa’T says about him that there is no harm in him. Ibn Kharash
says him truthful. Ibn Sa‘d considers him reliable.!'%Ajali calls him
reliable.!'! Bukharl narrates from him in his treatise “Al-gira’at khalf al-
imam”. Others also narrate from him except Muslim.'"* Dhahbi calls him
reliable. ! Ibn Hajar also declares him reliable. e
Salih b. Abi ‘Arib:

The name of Abi ‘Arib is Qulayb. Ibn Hibban has him in al-
Thiqc‘zt.“5 Ibn Hajar calls him acceptable.116 Dhahbi calls him reliable.'"”
Abii Da’id, Nasa’1 and Ibn Majah narrate from him.

‘Abd’l Hamid b. Ja‘far:

Yahya b. Sa‘id and Sufyan Thawr consider him weak. Ahmad and
Ibn Mu‘in think that there is no harm in him and declare him reliable.
Nasd’T says that there is no harm in him. Aba Hatim thinks that he is
truthful.''®
Sa‘dan b. Yahya:

He is Sa‘id b. Yahya b. Salih, al-Lakhami, Abd Yahya al-Kift. Abu
Hatim says that he is truthful. Tbn Hibban calls him safe and reliable and
remarks that his hadith is upright. Bukhari, Nasa'T and Ibn Majah take his
narration.'"’

Sulayman b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Isa b. Maymin, Al-Tamimi,
Abii Ayyib, Al-Damishqi (d. 233 AH):

Ibn Mu‘in says that there is no harm in him. Nasa’1 calls him
truthful. Ab Da’tid says him reliable and remarks that he did err as others
can err.'”° Ibn Hibban says that his Aadith is known when he narrates from
al—Thiq&t.121 Abii Hatim says him truthful and remarks that his hadith is
upright, but he did narrate from unknown and non-authentic narrators.'”*
Dhahbi concludes that he is reliable but he has narrations from weak

narrators.' >
The hadith of Mu‘adh is hasan.
Conclusion:
From the above discussion, the following conclusion can be drawn:
1. That the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) was aware of the
contagious nature of leprosy. He knew that the disease is contagious



AL-ADWA 44:30 66 Narrations on Leper and Leprosy....

‘Abd Allah b. Sa‘id, al-Farari, Abi Bakr, al-Madani (d. 144 AH):

Ahmad and Ibn Mu‘in consider him reliable. Aba Hatim says him
weak in kadith.®* Yahya b. Sa‘id says that he has been praised by some and
denied by others. Nasa’1 remarks that there is no harm in him.” Ibn Hajar
and Dhahbi declare him truthful.*

‘AT b. Abi al-Khasib (d. 258):

He is ‘Ali b. Muhammad b. Al-Khasib. Ab@i Hatim says that he is
truthful. Ibn Hibban mentions him in a/-Thigat and he says that sometimes
he commits errors.”” Ibn Hajar declares him truthful.*®

The hadith of Ibn ‘Abbas is Hasan.

2. The Hadith of Husayn b. ‘Alr:
This hadith has been narrated by al-Haythami in al-Magsad al- ‘Ula.
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Husayn b. ‘Alf narrated from the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon
him):
“Don’t stare the leper constantly and when you talk to them there
should be a distance of a spear between you and them.”””

Tabrani also gives this hadith via this chain.'®® The hadith of Tabrani
does not have. the latter part of it. The hadith of Husayn b. ‘Alf is not
authentic because of ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Amir and Faraj b. Fadalah.

‘Abd Allah b. ‘Amir, Al-Aslami, Abli ‘Amir:

Ahmad, Abii Zur‘ah, Abl Hatim and Nasa’l consider him weak.'?!
Ibn Madini says him weak twice. 192 Dhahbi and Ibn Hajar call him weak.'®
Faraj b. Fadalah, Abt Fadalah, al-Tanokhrt (d. 176 AH):

Ahmad says that when he narrates from Syrians, he is reliable, but
he has also narrated munkar ahadith from thigah narrators. Abll Hatim says
that his hadith should be written but not presented for argument.'®* Nasa'T
and Darqutni consider him weak. Yahya b. Sa‘ld calls him the one whose
hadith has been denied. 105

Ibn Mu‘in has both words about him. At one instance, he calls him
weak in hadith and at another he says that there is no harm in him.'% Ibn
Madini says that he stands in the middle of the terms “he is not strong” and
“weak”. He did not use to narrate from him.'”” Ibn Hajar declares
conclusively that he is weak.'%®

Hence, the hadith is not authentic.

3. The Hadith of Mu‘adh b. Jabal:
The hadith of Mu‘adh b. Jabal has been narrated by Tabrani:
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Ibn ‘ Abbas narrated from the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon

him):

“Don’t stare the lepers constantly.

The narration of Ibn Abi Zinad is also given by Bukharf in his
Tarik al-Awsat ®> and that of ‘Abd Alldh b. Sa‘id is given by Ibn Abi
Shaybah and Ahmad b. Hanbal and al-Mizz1. 84
Ibn Abi Zinad (d. 174 AH):

His name is ‘Abd al-Rahman, Abi Muhammad, Al-
Madani.?* Ahmad says him turbulent in hadith. Ibn Mu‘In remarks about
him he is weak and he is nothing. Ibn Mu‘in, Nasa’1 and Abti Hatim say that
he is not among those whose hadith is used for an argument.“However,
Ya‘qiib b. Shaybah says that he is reliable and truthful, but there is a
weakness in his hadith. Ibn Madini gives conclusive remarks about him that
what he has narrated in Madinah is sahih and what he has narrated in
Baghdad, the people of Baghdad corrupted it.¥” Ibn Hajar also declares that
he is truthful and his memory deteriorated when he came to
Baghdﬁd.ssHence, the weakness in his narration comes from this particular
aspect, so he should not be rejected exclusively. Bukharl has used his
narration as shahid in his sahih. He has taken his narration in his treatise
raf* al- yadayn fi ’l salat and in Kitab al-Adab. Muslim takes his narration
in the preface of his sahih.¥’

‘Abd Allah b. Nafi‘, al-Sa’igh, Abii Muhammad, al-Makhztmi
(d. 206 AH):

Ibn Mu‘in considers him reliable. Abii Zur‘ah and Nasa’f say that
there is no harm in him. *° Ibn Hibban says that his written hadith is sahth
but when he narrates from memory he errs.”’ Bukharl says that there is
some shortcoming in his memory. His memory is known and denied, but his
written hadith is sahih.”?

‘Abd al-Rahman b. Ibrahim, Abta Sa‘id, al-Damishq:

Abi Sa‘id b. Yianus says that he is firm and reliable. Ahmad b.
Hanbal praises him and tells him sane. Nasa’1 says that he is safe and there
is no harm in him. Abii Da’iid calls him proof and in his time there was no
one like him in Damishq. Ibn ‘Adi says that he is more authentic than
Harmalah b. Yall_lya?l.93

9382
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Husayn.*?Ahmad b. Hanbal says that no one is more authentic than
Hushaym in hearing (Sam ‘) from Husayn b. ‘Abd al--Rahman. Abt Hatim
considers him reliable and Abli Zur‘ah holds him more retentive than
Jarir.”°

Ya‘lab.“Ata’:

Ya‘la b.‘Ata’ al-‘Amiri al-Qurashi al-Ta’ifi. He became settled in
Wasit. It is said that he was a freed slave of ‘Abd Allah b.‘Amr b. Al-
As.”'Khalifah b. Khayyat has mentioned him in the second order of the
tabi‘in of T@’if in his T abaqd:‘.72 Abhmad b. Hanbal remarks that Ya‘la b.
‘Ata’ has been praised. Yahya b. Mu‘in considers him reliable. Abi Hatim
calls him salih al-hadith.” Tbn Hibban mentions him in his al-7) hith.74Ibn
Hajar calls him reliable.”

‘Amr b. Sharid:

He is a narrator of the authors of Sihah Sittah. His father’s name is
Al- Sharid b. Suwayd al-Thaqafi. He used to narrate from Sa‘d b. Abi
Waqqas, ‘Abd Allah b.‘Abbas, Miswar b.Makhramah, Abu Rafi‘ and from
his father.”® Tirmidhi has narrated from him in 4/-Shama’il.” ‘Ajalt calls
him hijazi, tabi‘t and thigah. And he mentions that ‘Amr’s father was a
companion of the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him).”*Ibn Hibban mentions
him in his 4/-Thigat.””Ibn Hajar considers him reliable in Taqrib.*

As the father of ‘Amr b. Sharid is a companion of the Prophet
(peace be upon him) he is also thigah. There is no doubt in the authenticity
of this hadith.

These ahadith clearly indicate that the preferred action of the Holy
Prophet (peace be upon him) was to avoid contact with lepers. Now the
question arises why the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) commanded to
run away from a leper? This is because this disease is transmitted via
airborne droplets. The contacts have a high risk of inhaling the organism
and getting the disease. Untreated patients with leprosy discharge abundant
organisms from their nasal mucosa into the environment. The organism is
then inhaled; it multiplied on the inferior turbinate and has a brief
bacteremic phase before binding to and. entering Schwann cells and
macrophages.®!

The Ahadith on Avoiding a Constant Stare on Lepers:

There are ahadith in which the Prophet (peace be upon him) forbade
to extend a constant stare towards lepers. These ahadith have been narrated
by Ibn ‘Abbas, Husayn b. Alf, and Mu‘adh b. Jabal.

1. The Hadith of Ibn ‘Abbas:
This is given by Ibn Majah via Ibn Abi Zinad and ‘Abd Allah b.
Sa‘id.
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sent a leper back and took his allegiance from a distance without touching
him. The hadith runs in Sahth Muslim as: ‘
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‘Amr b. Sharid reported on the authority of his father that there was in
the delegation of Thaqif a leper. Allah's Prophet (peace be upon him)
sen;a message to him: We have accepted your allegiance, so you may
go.

This hadith has been narrated via the chain: Abi bakr b. Abl
Shaybah, Sharik b. ‘Abd Allah, Hushaym b. Bashir, Ya‘la b. ‘Ata’, ‘Amr b.
Sharid, and his father.

Abii Bakr b. AbT Shaybah (d. 235 AH):

His name is ‘Abd Allah b. Muhammad b. Ibrahim al-Kafi.”* Abu
Hatim calls him reliable. Ahmad says that he is truthful and dearer to him
than “Uthman.>® Falas says that he has not seen anyone more retentive than
him.%® Dhahbi remarks that he is hafiz, al-kabir, al- hujjah. Ton Hajar calls
him reliable and hafiz.*’

Sharik b.Abd Allah:

His full name is Sharik b. ‘Abd Alldh b. AbT Sharik al-Nakh'1 Abt
‘Abd Allah al-Kifi al-Qadi. He has seen the regin of ‘Umar b. ‘Abd al-
‘Aziz.%* Yahya b. Mu‘in says : Sharik is reliable and he is dearer to me than
Abil al-Ahwas and Jarir. They were not equal to him. He used to narrate
form narrators Sufyan did not narrate. He further adds that Yahya b. Sa‘id
did not consider Sharik anything, whereas he is reliable except that he
commits mistakes.®® Yahya b. Sa‘id did not narrate from him whereas “Abd
al-Rahman b. Mahdi did.®* Ibn Mubarak remarks that Sharik is more
knowledgeable of the hadith of Kifiyyin than Sufyan al-Thawrl. ‘Alr b.
MadinT says that Sharik is more learned than Isra’1l but Isra’il has lesser
mistakes than him.®’Imam Nasa’1 says that there is no harm in him.%

Hushaym b. Bashir:

His full name is Hushaym b. Bashir b. al-Qasim b. Dinar al-Salami
Abii Mu‘awiyah b. Abi Khazim al-Wasti.®’He used to narrate from ZuhrT,
al-A‘mash, Hamid al- Tawil, ‘Ali b. Zayd and Jabir al-Ja‘fi whereas
Shu‘bah, Ibn Mubarak, Jarir, Aba Nu‘aym, Ibn ‘Awn, Ahmad b. Hanbal,
and ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Mahdi used to narrate from him.®® ¢Abd al-Rahman
b. Mahdi remarks that he has not seen anyone more retentive than
Hushaym. His memory is more steadfast than the memory of Abl ‘Awanah.
He is more learned of the hadith of Sayyar, Mansur, Yunus and
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one who narrates many ahadith. ‘Ajalt calls him reliable.*® Ibn Hajar
considers him reliable and firm.*’
Abu Zinad:

His name is ‘Abd Allah b. Dhakwan, Abut ‘Abd al-Rahman, al-
Qurashi, al-Madani. Ibn Mu‘in and Ahmad b. Hanbal consider him reliable.
Ibn Abi Maryam calls him a proof. Sufyan used to name him the ruler of the
faithful in hadith. Bukhari considers the chain: Abi Zinad, A‘raj and Abi
Hurayrah as one of the most sahih chains. Aba Hatim remarks about him
that he is a jurist, a reliable narrator and a man of sunnah. He is among
those with whom an argument can be put up when thigah narrators narrate
from him.*

Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Amr b. ‘Usman (d. 145 AH):

He is a son of Fatimah bint Husayn. He was known as “al-Dibaj.”
Nasa’1 considers him reliable while at another instance, says that he is not
strong in hadith.* ‘Ajali says him reliable.® Ibn Hajar considers him
truthful.>’ Ibn Hibban mentions him in al-Thigat and comments that in his
ahadith from Abll Zinad some are munkar.”* He was killed by Aba Ja‘far
Manstr in 145 A.H.

‘Abd al-‘Aziz b. Muhammad, al-Darawardi, Abii Muhammad:

Abu Hatim calls him a scholar of hadith. Ibn Mu‘in says that there is
no harm in him. Imam Malik b. Anas considers him reliable.> Dhahbi
declares him truthful and comments that he is more retentive than
others.”*Aba Zur‘ah says that he had a poor memory. When he used to
narrate something from his memory, he committed mistakes. Because of his
flawed memory Nasa’i thinks that he is not strong in hadith. Ahmad b.
Hanbal concludes about him that what he used to narrate from his book that
is sahih and what he narrated from the books of people that contained
errors. Sometimes he used to change the hadith of ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Umar and
narrate it from ‘Ubayd al-Allah b. ‘Umar by mistake.”

The hadith of Abiu Zinad is sahih. This hadith is mentioned by
Bayhaqt in his Sunan. It has the words wattaqu’l majdhiima kama yattaqi’l
asada.

These ahadith indicate that the contagiousness of diseases is an
established phenomenon in the view of the Holy Prophet (peace be upon
him). His negation of contagion excludes transmissible diseases like
leprosy. If the Prophet (peace be upon him) had meant that no disease is
transmissible then he should not have warned his companions against
leprosy.

More light is cast on the need of avoiding mixing with a leper by the
action of the Prophet (peace be upon him). He has been reported to have
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that when the Prophet (peace be upon him) informed about the non-
existence of contagion he did not mean to rule out the possibility of
transmissible diseases. He commanded to run away from a leper because he
knew that this disease could transmit to others, hence, the healthy people
should stay away from lepers.
Baghawi also quotes the same hadith in Sharh al-Sunnah.>® Bayhaql
also narrates it via ‘Amr b. Marziiq in Sunan al-Kubra’
b)  The Hadith of Waki':
" The hadith of Waki‘has been given by Ibn Abi Shaybah, Ahmad b.
Hanbal and Tabari38
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Ibn Abi Shaybah narrates that the Prophet (peace be upon him) has
been reported to have said:
“Run away from a leper like you're running away from a lion.
This hadith of Waki is not authentic because of the ignorance in the
name of a narrator mentioned as “Shaykh of Makkah”. The narrator Al-
Nahas b. Qahm is also not authentic.
Al Nahias b. Qahm, Al- Qaysi, Abu al-Khattab:

Ahmad says that he is just a story teller. Yahya b. Sa‘id, Ibn Mu‘In
and Nasa’1 consider him weak.*® Aba Hatim says that he is nothing.*' Abl
Da’iid remarks that he is not reliable. Darqutni considers him turbulent in
hadz’z‘h.42 Ibn Hibban’s words are conclusive: “He used to narrate munkar
ahadith from well-known narrators and used to antagonize the authentic
narrators. Therefore, to argue with his hadith is not allowed.”®

¢)  The Hadith of Abu Zinad:
The hadith of Abii Zinad is given by Imam Bukhari in his Tarikh
al-Kabir via Al-A‘raj, Abi Zinad, Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah, and ‘Abd ’l
Aziz b. Muhammad as follows:
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“There is no contagious disease, nor is there any bad omen (for birds),
nor is there any ha@mmah, nor is there safar, and run away from a
leper as you run away from a lion.”**
Al-A‘raj (d. 117 AH):
He is ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Harmaz. Abu Da’ud. Abi Zar‘ah calls
him reliable.*’ Ibn Madini says that the disciples of Abd Hurayrah are six;
then he mentions A‘raj among them. Ibn Sa‘d considers him reliable and

25 39
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The Hadith of Abt Hurayrah:
This hadith has been narrated via the following chains:
a) ‘Affan, Salim b. Hayyan, Sa‘id b. Mina’, Abu Hurayrah
b) Wakt, Nahas, Shaykh of Makkah, Abii Hurayrah
¢) AbuZinad, Al-A‘raj, Abli Hurayrah
a)  The Hadith of ‘Affan:
The hadith of ¢ Affan has been narrated by Bukhar in his Sahih.
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Abil Hurayrah narrated that Allah’s Messenger said:
“There is no ‘adwa (no contagious disease is conveyed without Allah’s
permission), nor is there any bad omen (for birds), nor is there any
hammah, nor is there (any bad omen in the month of) safar, and one
should run away from the leper as one runs away from a lion.”?
Sa‘id b. Mina’, Abii’l Walid, al-Madant:

He is a narrator of all except Nasa’1. He is a brother of Sulayman b.
Mina’.>* Ahmad b. Hanbal, Ibn Mu‘in, Nasa’1 call him reliable.?” Ibn
Hibban mentions him in al-Thigat*® Ton Hajar and Dhahbi also consider
him reliable.”’

Salim b. Hayyan, al-Hudhali: .

He heard from Sa‘id b. Mina’ and ‘Amr b. Dinar.?® Aba Hatim
says that there is no harm in him. Ahmad and Ibn Mu‘In call him reliable.”
Ibn Hibban mentions him in al-Thigat.** Dhahbi considers him truthful.”'

‘Affan b. Muslim b. ‘Abd al-Saffar, Aba ‘Usman, al-Bagri:

Abi Hatim calls him agreed upon, firm and trustworthy.32 Ahmad
b. Hanbal says: “I have not seen anyone better than ‘Affan in the hadith of
Shu‘bah,”although Sulayman b. Harb says:“You say that ‘Affan is authentic
in the hadith of Shu‘bah, by Allah, even if he worked hard he could not
recall one hadith from Shu‘bah because he was a slow learner and of poor
memory.”**Once ‘Affin was mentioned before Ibn Madini, he remarked
that how can he mention a person who if ‘doubted a word would put it in
five lines. Ibn Mu‘in says about him: “We deny him”. On the other hand,
Yahya al-Qattan praises him and says that if ‘Affan agrees with him, he
does not care who disagrees.**Dhahbi concludes that he is among the
scholars of Islam and of notable imams. He is more retentive than Sulayman
and the like. The words of the fellow men against him need to be
reconsidered.”

This hadith is sahih. . It is significant as it contains the injunction of
the Prophet (peace be upon him) about the leper, which appears to
antagonize the la ‘adwa part of the hadith. Tt is obvious from this hadith
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Jabir b. ‘Abd Allah narrated that the Messenger of Allah held the hand
of a leper and allowed him to enter his hand in his bowl with him, and
said: “Eat with the name of AHah, attesting (the protection) of Allah
(against the contagion) and trusting in Him.”"’

Imam Tirmidhi comments that this hadith is hasan gharib. It is not
known except via Y@inus b. Muhammad from Mufaddal b. Fadalah. He
further narrates that this hadith has also been narrated by Shu‘bah via Habib
b. Shahid, from Ibn Buraydah which states that Ibn ‘Umar had held the
hand of a leper. He remarks that the hadith of Shu‘bah is more authentic in
his view. The words of Imam Tirmidhi signify that this hadith is mawqiif on
Ibn ‘Umar. And the mawgiif hadith is more authentic as it skips Mufaddal b.
Fadalah.

Abii Da’tid narrates this hadith from ‘Usman b. Abi Shaybah who
narrates from Ytnus b. Muhammad, Mufaddal b. Fadalah, Habib b. Shahid,
and Muhammad b. Munkadir.'®Jbn Majah narrates it from Aba Bakr and
Mujahid b. Miisa and Muhammad b. Khalaf al-* Asaglani who narrate from
Yiinus b. Muhammad, Mufaddal b. Fadalah, Habib b. Shahid, and
Muhammad b. Munkadir."”Most narrations have the words fa wada ‘aha
ma ‘ahu (he placed his hand with him) instead of fa adkhalaha ma ‘ahu (he
entered his hand with him). Tabar?’s hadith has the words fa aq‘adahu
ma ‘ahu (he made him sit with him)* and Al-Rafa‘T’s hadith has fa ajlasahu
ma ‘ahu (he made him sit with him).?' And most narrations have the words
kul bismi Allah (eat with the name of Allah). Aba Da’td, Ibn Majah, Tabart
and Rafa‘T have the word kul (eat) only and TahawT’s hadith has the words
bismi Allah(in the name of Allah) only.”>

The above discussion makes it clear that although the ahadith
regarding eating with a leper are narrated by Tirmidhi, Aba Da’tud and lbn
Majah but they all contain Mufaddal b. Fadalah who is not a reliable
narrator. Therefore, this hadith should not be presented to argue that the
Prophet (peace be upon him) did not keep himself away from a leper
suggesting that there is no contagion. There are other authentic ahadith
which demonstrate that he explicitly ordered to flee from a leper and sent a
leper back avoiding contact with him.

The Ahadith on Fleeing From a Leper:
The ahadith in which the Prophet (peace be upon him) commanded
to flee from a leper have been narrated by Abl Hurayrah.
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(SAW). The chapter al-judham is included in the book of al- 7ibb in the
Sihah. In the first section of the paper, the ahadith regarding the Prophet’s
eating with a leper would be discussed. Later part of the paper deals with
the ahadith on fleeing from a leper and those on avoiding a constant stare
on him. In the end a conclusion will be made. :
The Ahadith on Eating With a Leper:

This hadith has been reported by Jabir b. ‘Abd Allah via this chain:
Jabir b. ‘Abd Allah, Muhammad b. Munkadir, Habib b. Shahid, Al-
Mufaddal b. Fadalah and Yiinus b. Muhammad. After Yiinus, the chain
goes along various channels. The narration further proceeds via Abi Bakr
b. Abi Shaybah, ‘Usman b. AbT Shaybah, Mujahid b. Miisa, Muhammad b.
Khalaf, ‘Abbas b. Muhammad, Ahmad b. Sa‘id, Ibrahim b. Ya‘qub,
Muhammad b. Isma’1l, Ahmad b. Khalil and others.
Muhammad b. Munkadir b. ‘Abd Allah, al-Taymj, al-Madini (d.
130 AH):

Abi Hatim, Ibn Mu‘in, and Ibn Hibban consider him reliable. Ibn
Sa‘d mentions him in the fourth order of those who belong to Madinah.® Ibn
Hajar calls him a reliable and worthy narrator.’

Habib b. Shahid, Al-Azdi, Abti Muhammad, al-Bagr1 (d. 145 AH):

He is tabi T and has met Abl Tufayl. Aba Hatim, Ibn Mu‘in and
Nasa’7T call him reliable. Ahmad considers him reliable and trustworthy.
Abl Usamah says that he has narrated one hundred ahadith.® Ton Hajar calls
him firm and reliable.’ Dhahbi remarks that he is firm in hadith.lo
Al- Mufaddal b. Fadalah, Abti Malik, al-Bastt:

He is the brother of Mubarak b. Fadalah. He is the freed slave of
Zayd b. Khattab. Ab@l Hatim says that his hadith should be written only. Tbn
Mu‘in says about him that he is nothing."! Abl Da’d says that there is
weakness in his hadith. Nasa’1 says that he is not strong in hadith."?

Yiinus b. Muhammad, al-Baghdadi (d. 280 AH):

Ya‘qib b. Shaybah calls him reliable twice. Ibn Mu‘in says him
reliable.”* Abii Hatim considers him truthful.'* Ibn Hajar remarks that he is
firm and reliable."’

All ahadith which mention the incidence of eating with a leper
contain Mufaddal b. Fadalah. They are not authentic because of him.
Tirmidhi, Ab@ Da’iid and Ibn Majah narrate only one hadith from him and
that is, in which the Prophet (peace be upon him) ate with a leper. Ibn ‘Ad1
also mentions the same hadith and comments: “I have not seen his hadith
more deniable than this one.”" :

Imam Tirmidhi narrates this hadith as:
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Narrations on Leper and Leprosy: A Critical Study

Muhammad Qasim Butt*
Muhammad Sultan Shah**

Leprosy is an infectious disecase caused by a bacterium called
Mycobacterium leprae. Its simplest form primarily affects the skin, causing
swollen, reddish patches. If the body’s immune system fights off the
disease, these patches disappear. However, if the immune system fails to
cope with, it may aggravate into three forms: the lepromatous type, or the
tuberculosis type, or the borderline type, which is somewhere in between
the other two types.1

With the lepromatous type, the skin on the face and around the nose
“thickens” making the face appear swollen. If it goes untreated, the cartilage
of the nose can be destroyed, and the nose will look like it has caved in. It
can also affect the nerves that control the sweat glands and the sebaceous
glands. This can cause hair loss, especially loss of eyebrows, drying skin
cracks, open sores that can become infected.

With the tuberculoid leprosy, the skin, cutaneous and peripheral
nerves and the regional lymph node are affected. The skin lesions are
usually single, well defined, hypopigmented, erythematous dry, scaly and
indurated, with complete or partial loss of hair in that area. The patient may
have numbness and tingling, blisters or ulcers on the hand and feet,
weakness and wasting of the muscles, contractures and wrist and foot drop.’?

Borderline leprosy is the most unstable part of the spectrum and
patients usually downgrade towards lepromatous leprosy or upgrade
towards tuberculoid leprosy. There are numerous skin lesions which may be
macules, papules, or plaques and vary in size, shape and distribution.
Annular lesions with a broad, irregular edge and sharply defined punched-
out centre are characteristic of borderline leprosy.*

Skin disease of this kind had been known to man since times
immemorial. Archaeological evidence shows signs of leprosy in Egyptian
mummies dating back to the second century BC. In the Indian and Chinese
medical writings a disease like leprosy was described as early as the fifth
century BC. The Indian word Kushtha found in the Indian writings, the
Hebrew word Tazara ath in the Old Testament and the Greek word lepra in
the New Testament signify skin disease of this kind.?

The disease has been named in the ahadith of the Holy Prophet

* Lecturer, Dept. Arabic & Islamic Studies, GC University, Lahore, Pakistan.
**Chairperson, Dept. of Arabic & Islamic Studies, GC University, Lahore, Pakistan.
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