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"I general it is the method of our author not to speak himself,

but to let the Hindus speak, giving extnsion quotations from

their classical authors. He presents a picture of India

civilisation as painted the Hindus Themselves.” (13)
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"In most parts of my work, | simply relate without criticizing
unless there be a special reason for doing so. | mention the
necessary Sanskrit names and technical terms once where
the context of our explanation demands it. If the word is an
original one, the meaning of which can be rendered in
Arabic. | only use the corresponding Arabic word, if however,
the Sunskrit word be more practical, we also keep it, through
there be a corresponding term in Arabic, but before using it
we explain its signification. In this way we have tried to
facilitate the understanding of the terminology."15)
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“He [Alberuni] does not blindly accept the traditions of former
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ages; he wants to understand and to criticize them. He wants
to shift the wheat from the chaff and he will discard everything

that militateagainst the laws of nature and of reason.” (16)
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"He [Alberuni] does not conceal whatever he considers wrong

and unpractical with them, but he duly appreciates their

mental achievements, takes the greates pains to appropriate

them to himself, even such as could not be of any use to him

or to his reader's e.g. Sanskrit metries; and whenever he hits

upon something that is noble and grand both in science and

in practical life, he never fails to lay it before his readers with

warm-hearted words of approbation.” (37)
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