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" “A non- govemmental orgamzatlon (NGO) is any non-profit, voluntary citizens'
-~ group which is organized on a local, national or international level.
’ Task-onented and driven by people with a common interest, NGOs perform a
varlety “of sérvice and humanitarian functions bring citizen concerns to
" Governments, advocate and monitor policies and encourage political
partlcpatlon through pI‘OVlSlOﬂ of mformatxon Some are organized around
specific issues, such as human nghts environment or health. They provide
analysis and expertise, serve as early warmning mechanisms and help monitor

‘and implement ‘international -agreements. . Their relationship with offices and
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agencies of the United Nations system differs depending on their goals, their
venue and the mandate of a particular institution".(4)
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The Economic and Social Council shall set up commissions in economic and

social fields and for the promotion of human rights, and such other commissions as
may be required for the performance of its functions. (6)
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The Economic and Social Council may make arrangements for
‘representatives of the specialized agencies to participate, without vote, in its
deliberations and in those of the commissions established by it, and for its
representatives to participate in the deliberations of the specialized agencies.(7)
The Economic and Social Council may make suitable arrangements for

consultation with non-governmental organizations which are concerned with
matters within its competence. Such arrangements may be made with
‘international organizations and, where appropriate, with national organizations
after consultation with the Member of the United Nations concemed ®
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