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Indeed, the participants unanimously chose Shamil. But he
declined, suggesting a few other, better qualified, candidates;
these, however, refused, insisting that Shamil was the only
qualified person for this position. In this they were influenced by
the strong support given to Shamil’s nomination by Sayyid Jamal
al Din- the only murshid in Daghestan after the death of Muham
mad al-Yaraghi _ no less than by Shamil’s strong personality and
by the circumstances of the election. Years later, Shamil recalled
that the people asking him 1o accept the nomination and he
himself, refusing, were so moved that they all started to weep.
Finally, after a ‘stubborn resistance’ which ‘almost convinced
them’, Shamil accepted the nominatin. The people then cheered
and swore allegiance (bay’a)." (Moshe Gammer, Muslim Resis-
tance to the Tsar: Shamil and the Congquest of Chechnia and Dag-
(4.} hestan(Frank Cass, London, 1994) P.71
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“Delegations from all over Chechnia and from almost all the
mountain tribes gathered o the Imam and in unison demanded
peace. They said to Shamil: ‘if the Sultan with French and the
English, who had promised us so much, could not defeat Russia

and did not help us at all, then it is time for us to think of our own
security. What hope have we left?” (Ibid P. 277.)
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“Shami} did not remain inactive for a moment. The Imam did ev-
ery thing possible to check the Russian advance. He concentrated
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his forces and fortified his positions on the estimated Russian

routes of advance. He continually harassed the Russians on all

sides, and especially the expeditionary forces. He tried diversion-

ary attacks. Finally, he led in person the forces which confronted

Evdokimov in July 1358, This resulted in such biuer fighting by

the mountaineers that even artillary fire did not stop them.” (N.A

Volkonskii, *1858', P 496 as quoted by M. Gamumer, op cit, P, 283)
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“The mountaineers could not be frightened by fighting. Constant

warfare had given them such confidence that a few score men

would engage without fear of a column several battalions strong,

and retuming one shot to our hundred would occasion us much

more loss than we them. Fighting underlines equality between

forces, and, as long as the mountaincers could fight, they enter-

tained no thought of submission. But when, time after time, they

found that they were not even given a chance to resist, their weap-
ons started to fall from their hands.” (John F. Baddeley, The Rus-

() sian Conquest of the Caucasus [London, 1958] PP. 471-2)
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