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“Durnig the first years of the republic, as part of the
Kamalist ideology the task_ of writing thf nationat
history was regarded as a political mission.”
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“The fundamental purpose of the association [the
socicty] was to do research on Turkish history and
publish its findings. Thus, its first project was the
preparation of a four-volume series of history books 1o
be taught at high schools. The history textbooks for
primary ang secondary schools were in turn based on
this series™
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“In the attempt to create a ‘civic territorial nation’,

Alaturk made use of geneology, vernacular languages,

customs and traditions, myths of an Historic homeland

and an historic language in order to secure popular

mobilization in ‘reawakening’ [the Turkish people]

from a lgng slumber to take its place in a world of

nations”.
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The dilemma was resolved by a ncw approach to

history. Thanks to the close intercst of Ataturk and

with the contribution of certain earlier Europeon
Turkologists, a thesis on Turkish history was
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proposed. It claimed the basis of all civilizations to be
the Turkic civilization, created by Turks who had to
migrate from Central Asia, their homeland, 1o all parts
of the world. This provided the Anatolian Turkish
population with ethnicity 6and historicity and a new
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‘cultural self-defination’.
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The adoptation of the Turkish model by the TSCCA
[Turkic speaking countrics of Central Asia] is
important for Europe also in softening the old but still
growing polarization of the world on Christian-Mus-

lim lines which is a source of nationalist abberation
and military conflicts. Tt is often an over looked fact
that the formation of a Turkish nation-state on the
western European model was a completely ncw phe-
nomenon. It had fundamentally changed the isten
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themes of the millcnm;um—old East-West _and
Christian-Muslim conilict”,
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Turkey's close cooperation with the west was not only

designed to serve security and economic policy

considerations, but was also an indispensable

component of the process of Westemization which

was initiated ‘over 150 years ago’ and which was

intensified after the republic was founded in 1923

This process sought to strengthen the bonds with

Westemn civilization. At the same time, it ‘was hoped

that this would overcome economic, technological and

social backwardness and help introduce or extend

basic democratic an? 5 human rights in the country

along Western lines.” "™
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“It has been a great-thrill for Turkf,]to realize that they
are no longer alone in the world.”
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“We share a common history, a common language, a
common religion and a common culture. We are
cousins cut off from each other for over a hundred
years, first by the Russians \indcr the Czars, and then
. .
by the Communist regime.
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“The justification for such a partnership is twofold.
First as indicated earlier, the probable threats in the
next century will come from large Asian countries
with nuclear weapons, where ethnic, economic and po-
litical wrmoil may bring populist leaders such as
Hitler, Mussolini, or Juan Peron (perhaps in religious
form, like the Ayatullah Khomeini) to power. Russia
with its 150 million people__ one could even say the
former Soviet Union with its 300 million __ borders
on major Asian countries. ... By the same token, if
threatening leaders ever come to power in any of the
large countries of Asia, ital in
-li Russia's size,, I
wl Russi West are in rshi
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“Even in Turkey one can ¢asily say that, at best, it is

an example of a seculai&ovemment that is presiding
over a Muslim society.”
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