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“ It is still believed in Central Asia, as well as in the
Caucasus, that a non- Muslim cannot be an Uzbik
or a Kirghiz or a Turkmen which goes to prove that

Muslim consciousness continues to ¢njoy priority in
the minds of Central Asians and Caucasians’.
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“ The Mualim religion is the mother of the Uzbik
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“ Islamic fandamentalism is often ranked by
westerners as the most scrious threat in each of these
Countries. My meetings revealed Liitle evidence of
this, however,although certain leaders were not above
using the bugaboo of fundamentalism to justify repres-
sive policies.”
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In the mid-1080, however. small numbers of individuals, many of them in their
twenties and thirties, begun to turn to Islam, to learn what they could about the
religion and to try to live according to its precept. The phenomenon was noted
in Uzbekistan and Tadzhikistan, but was possibly not exclusive 1o those
republics,. In the press, these groups were referred to as “Wahabbis’, implying
that they were fanatics and also traitors, agents of an unspecified, foreign
power. It was mot a term used by these so-called ‘“Wahabbis' themselves,
however, and there is no evidence to suggest that the movement was anything
but a spontaneous, indigenous response to the spiritual vacuum created by

soveit materialism.” p.185
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