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Shamil Basayev, I declare solemnly in front of the
press, and I am responsible for my words, that all
military actions in Chechnya  will be halted
immediately after the end of our conversation,”
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“The crime committed in Budennovsk should open
the eyes of foreign politicians who failed to realise the
true reason for the Chechen tragedy and chose to
lecture Russia, instcad of supporting it in its struggle
against separatism and organised crime.”
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“All hostages injured this moming were hit by
Russian firc”.
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“The Chechen treated us well. They shared their bread

and water with us. They just wanted to get their land
back”.
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“The worst day was saturday when they fired on us for
four hours. We thought we would die”.
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“... The Chechen gave the children cookies and sodas
that they had raided from a store near the hospital ...”
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... If they [the Chechens] submit properly I shall apportion them
according to their numbers the necessary amount of land, dividing
the rest among the cramp Cossacks and the Qara Nogays; if not 1
shall propose to them to retire and join the other outlaws from
whom they dilfer in name only, and in this case the whole of the
land will be at our disposal”. (John F. Baddeley, The Russian
Conguest of the Caucasus, London, 1908, pp. 106-7)
._',u;};._{;‘[: - U;"",-'JLJ{,’L/{ -uf’-‘df(.;/: Ko b/;;:)'}f/u&f’u;-’fl;du
:waufdgwg)l,l_@uy"ﬁfbc ! u_“mméﬁf»g £
*... We [the Russians] continue to look at the natives [of the
conguered lands] as only second class citizens ... Our relations with
the natives could never be the one that prevails between equals”™
{Nashsa Gazeta, 14th july, 1918, as quoted by Steven Sabel, "The

Creation of Soviet Central Asia”, Central Asian Survey, No. 2,
Vol. 14, 1995)
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1 desire that the terror of my name should guard our
frontiers more potently than chains or fortresses, that
my word should be for the natives a law more
inevitable than death.
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However, the exccutions were not confined to singile
cases, nor to the guilty oncs. On one occasion, at least,
the house of a suspect was blown up, with Ermolov’s
approval, killing all the family inside. When he
decided to push the Chechens south of the Sunja, he
attacked a village and slaughtered all its inhabitants,
men, women and children. On other occasions cap-
tured women and children werc sold as slaves or dis-
tribuied to Russian officers...
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“In chechnia and great parts of Daghistan these
communities were ‘free’, that is, independent of out-
side control”
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“Because of this some Russion authors called these
communities ‘democracies’ or ‘republics’.”
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