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Although in after years this great empire was split up and the political
power of Islam diminished, still its spiritual conquests went on uninter-
ruptedly. When the Mongols hordes sacked Baghdad (AD 1258) and
drowned in blood the faded glory of the Abbasid dynasty, islam had just
~ gained a footing in the island of Sumatra and was just about to commence
. its triumphant progress through the island of the Malay Archipelago. In
~ the hours of its political degradation, Islam has achieved some of its most
* brilliant spiritual conquests on two great historical occasions, infidel bar-
- barians have set their feet on the necks of the followers of the prophet the
" Saljuq Turks in the eleventh and the Mongols in the thirteenth century and
in each case the conquerers have accepted the religion of the conquered.
(T.W. Arnold, The preaching of Islam, P-2)
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Hard pressed between the mounted archers of the wild Mongols in the fast
and the mailed knights of the Crusaders on the West, Islam in the efarly
part of the 13th century seemed for ever lost. How different was the situa-
tion in the last part of the same century, The last crusdader had by that
time been driven into the sea. The seventh of the 1I-Khans, many of whom
had been flirting with Christianity, had finally recognised lslam as the
state religion-A Dazzling victory for the faith of Mohammad. Just as in th.e
case of the seljugs, the religion of the Muslims had conquered where their
arms had failed. Less than half a century after Hulagu's merciless attempt
at the destruction of Islamic culture, his great-grandson Ghazan, as a fic-
vout Muslim, was consecrating much time and energy to the revivification
of the same culture.
(History of the Arabs, by Hitti, P. 488)



