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new rapid transit station at Roissy-
Charles de Gaulle Airport in Paris,
ltalian contractors builg roads in
Spain., a Spanish company sweeps
streets in British towns, and U.K.
personal computers help keep the
German parliament going.
Significant Start. The new way of
operating mecans state-owned indus-
tries will have to do without mas-
sive injections of aid. This affects
roughly half of all workers in Ger-
many. Belgium and Italy who work
in state-owned and protected enter-
prises. Governments are already
selling off national banks. airlines,
telecom monopolies, railways and

other loss-makers. Even sacred cows
like post offices and- utilities- are -

feeling the breeze.

It is unique in history that 12 mod-
em states (plus seven more eventu-
ally) would willingly sit down ‘to
coordinate their material interests.

That they would succeed in over- *

coming the difficulties of a multitude
of languages, currencies, legal sys-
tems and countless clashes of culture
and outlook is a formidable dem-
onstration of European willpower.

y W(;Er}ainiy ghe_ nuts aqd bolts of in-
tegration have to be tightened and

adjusted, and it will take perhaps a
_generation for it to percolate into -

every clement of business and per-
sonal life. For the moment, electric
plugs are still different, as countries
cannat be rewired overnight. The
British still drive on the left, and
Europe remains a patchwork of
national air spaces where planes
are controlled by 22 different com-
puter systems, mostly unable to talk
to each other.

And national habits, thankfully,
will never change. German business-
men will'address each other by sur-
name, the Danes will think staying
in the office later than 4:30 p.m. is a
sign of incompetence., and nothing

.~ will ever persuade the French to put
- a tea bag in a cup before the hot
" water.

" .. But the real work of forginga new
- Europe has begun. To succeed, it

will take the efforts of countless indi-
viduals, making the most of fresh op-

_portunities and using European laws

to fight for their rights. In this way,
the Single Market can become
a- powerful mechapism propelling
Europe's people toward a more re-
warding and satisfying life. “People
think of the Single Market in terms
of interference by Eurocrats,” says -
Colm Mac Eochaidh at the Brussels
office of the British Law Society.
“We've yet to wake up to what an

enormous and liberating thing it is.”
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