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The 3"”I’Qt"ikL§£;d voskresniks. forms of mass voluntary

participation of the people in socialist construclion which

were first organised in the early months of: Soviet rule,
became still more widespread in the rehabilitation period.
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/ ~
In 1926/27 prices v
(million rubles) Fixed Averaze. -
Year - assels  [#pnual aumber
Total Production Production of workers
industrial of means of | of consumer
output production goods
1913 | 10,251 4,177 6,074 6,820 | 2,592,000
1920 1,410 665 745 8,090 -
1921 2,004 876 1,128 7,930 1,208,000
1922 2,619 1,173 1,446 7.935 1,199,000
1923 4,005 1,925 2,080 7,969 1,480,000
1924 4,660 2,109 2,551 8,016 1,698,000
1925 | 7,739 3,356 4,383 | 8,105 | 2,119,000
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"t Underneath the system of so-called ‘free’ labour there. is
another: the system of forced labour and concentration camps.
The life of the victims of this system is unspeakable. The hours
are unbearably long, the food only just enough to keep the
labourers alive for a year or so, the clothing in an arctic winter
30 scanty that it would barcly suffice in an English summer.
- Men and twomen are scized in their homes in the middle of the

.48 THE IMPACT OF SCIENCE ON SOCIETY

mgl_xt, there is no trial, and often ‘no charge is formulatqdigg

| Gsappeas, 66 fnquirics by ther families remain unans
afmrayeurortwomnorth-ast&berqorontheshmnm

 White Sea, they die of cold, overwork, and under-nourishmens -
B;Q;Mamummmtomgauthonm thcremw

1 Thamblesymhnpudlymmmw
] le condemned to_farced labour is a matter of conjecture;
mnythattﬁge_rcmofthgadultxmksmtheUSSRm
involwd,andallcompcmntanthonuu(emeptthew
Government and its friends) are agreed that it is at least 8

. ‘cent. Thcpropomonofwomennndcmdnn,thwgh %
mnchi&thanthattfadtdtmata .
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Nation of Homeowners. Britain's
ecline_had been one of the most
rapid in histoty. In the 1940s, ‘the
British Empire circled the globe,
and the Royal Navy dominated the
oceans. All that changed after World
War II. A Labor government na-
tionalized many basic industries and
created a huge welfare apparatus to
cushion everyone *‘from the cradle to
the grave.”’ Factories became grossly
overmanned. Many churned _out
shoddy and overpriced items, which
had difficulty competing abroad.
With taxes as high as 98 percent, sav-
ings and investments dwindled. Gov-

ernment spending and huge wage in-
creases fueled runaway inflation.

™ Just before Thatcher’s first victory
in_1979, union leaders plunged the
country into a nightmarish wave of
‘strikes that came to be known as the
Winter of Discontent. Hospitals were
erippled. Gravediggers joined walk-
‘outs. Garbage piled up. Train service
screeched 1o 4 standstill,

'When Thatcher took office, she -

“had a clear vision of the Britain that
 she wanted to see: socialism destroyed;
unions brought to heel; and a simple
remedy for state-owned industries —
sell them to the public.-
~In 1979, one-
third of the population lived in
public housing managed by loca
‘councils; scarcely half owned hotass.

4l

.'G/ng%

Thatcher made it possible for more.
than one million families to buy their
houses or flats. Today nearly two-
thirds are homeowners.

: -—=— Britain
. —————
has a high rate of unemployment at
ncarly ten percent of the work force,
nd costs for welfare have continued
o climb.

-~ Qne socialist dragon that Thatcher
may niever sldy is the National Health
Service. This inefficient bur

cost Britain almost $28 billion in

'1986. Nearly a million people are on -
its payroll, making it — as Britons
quip — the largest employer in
Europe apart from the Soviet army.
Nevertheless, it is clear that Britain
after Thatcher will never be the same.
The Conservativ w seen as the
pary of reform and prosperity, while
or 15 Jooked on as the tired and
tresome champion of a failed past —
a past_that should serve as a lesson
to countries around the world. For
Britain’s decline did not stem from
any malaise among its citizens, whose
creative encrgies and entrepreneurial
enthusiasms were there all along. It
stemmed from the fact that these very
qualities were stifled by high taxes,
inflation, socialism and the practice
of knuckling under to rapacious labor .
barons. In the end, what Maggic
Thatcher did was to set Britain free.
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‘In earlier revolutions, revolutionary force and v1olence became
a hindrance to the economy as soon as the old order was_over-
thrown, In Communist revolutions, force and violence are a con-
dition for further development and even progress. In the words of
CW were only a necessary
evil and a mieans to an end. In the words of Communists, force and
violence are elevated to the lofty position of a cult and an ultimate

goal.
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108 THE NEW CLASS

as the phenomenal progress of sormne sectors of the economy conceals

the backwardness of others.

By the same token, this type of monopoly ownership and °

government is able to prevent economic collapse, but incapable of
preventing chronic crises. The selfish interests of the new class
and the ideological character of the economy make it impossible to

maintain 2 healthy and barmonious system.

Planning emphasis in every Communist system is always
directed towards branches of the economy that are considered to be
of decisive importance in maintaining the political stability of the
regime, These branches are ones that enhance the role, power, and
privileges of the bureaucracy. They also are the ones that strengthen

. the regime in its relations to other countries and make it possible for
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the regime to industrialize to a greater degree. Up to now, they
have been branches of heavy and war industries. This does not
mean that the situation cannot change in. individual countries.
Recently atomic energy, especially in the USSR, has begun to take
first place in the plan; I should say that this is happening because
of military, foreign and political considerations rather than for any
other,

Everything is subordinated to these aims. Consequently, many
branches of the economy are lagging and working inefficiently;
disproportions and difficulties are inevitable; and excessive pro-
duction costs and chronic inflation are rampant. According to
André Philipe (in the New Leader, October 1, 1956), investments
in heavy industry in the Ussr increased from the 53.3 per cent of!
total investments in 1954 to 60 per cent of total investments in 1955.
Twenty-one per cent of the net national income is being invested in
industry, with a concentration on heavy industry, although heavy
industry only contributed 7.4 per cent to the increase in income per
capita, 6.4 per cent of which was due to increased production.

It 1s understandable why, under such conditions, the standard

li concern of the new owners, even though, as
Marx himself maintains, men are the most important factor in

. production. Agcording to Edward Crankshaw, who is close to the
British esperate battle for survival must be
ought in the USSR by those who earn less roubles monthly.
Harry Schwartz, the New York Times expert on the Soviet n,

has estimated that approximately eight million workers earn less
than 300 roubles monthly, and the Tribune, representing the point

-of view of the British Labour Party’s left wing, adds the comment
that this, and not the equality of sexes, is the reason for the large
number of women employed at heavy labour. The recent thirty-
:per-cent wage increase in the USSR has applied to these low-wage
categories.
~ 'This is the way it is in the Ussr. It is not much d1fferent in other

Communist countries, not even in countries like Czechoslovakia
which are technologically very advanced. Once an exporter of
ggpculturdl products, Yugoslavia now imports them. According to.
official 'statistics; thé standard of living of blue- and white-collar
workers-is lower than before World War II, when Yugoslavia was
an undeveloped capitalist courtry.

(Communist planning draws its _main mspuatlon not from the
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needs of the economy as a whole, but from politicél and ideological
motives, especially when faced with a choice between economic
progress, i.e., the raising of the living standard, and political and
class interest. For ideological reasons, Communists invest inten-

sively in certain_branches of the économy. This leads to severe
dislocations in the economy, which cannot be paid for by income
f;t;m nationalized farms taken over from capitalists and_large
Iandowners, it miist be paid for mainly through the imposition of
low wages and the pillaging of peasants through the compuisory.

s e

crop-purchase system.

Ownership and political considerations for which the plan is
only an implement have made it impossible to w'eaken the dlctatgr-
ship to any extent or to raise the standard of living. T_hc exclusive

monopaly of & single group, in the economy as well as in politics,
planning that is directed toward increasing its power and its
interests in the country and throughout the world, continuously
postpones the improvement of the standard of living and har-
monijous development of the economy. The absence of freedom is
undoubtedly the final and most important reason for the post-
ponement. In Communist systems freedom has become the main
“economic and general problem. '

In Communist systems, thefts and mLsg_gp_r_ggr_i;t_igW—
‘evitable. Tt is not just poverty that motivates people to steal the

‘national property’; but the fact that the propcr&é_g;s_mmemr_tg_
&iq&swm_ﬂg_m@w rendered valueless,

s o e

us creating a favourable atmosphere for theft and waste. In 1954,
in Yugoslavia alone, over 20,000 cases of theft of ‘socialist praperty’

- were discovered. The Communist leaders handle national property
as their own, but at the same time they waste it as if it were somé-
body else’s. Such is the natu.e of ownership and government of the |
system, ) :

The greatest waste is not even visible, This is the waste of man-
power. The slow, unproductive work of disinterésted millions,
together with the prevention of all work not considered ‘socialist’,
is the’calculable, invisible, and gigantic waste which no Communist
regime has been able to avoid. Even though they are adherent of
Smith’s theory that labour creates value, a theory which Marx
adopted, these power-wielders pay the/least attention to labour and
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and one “tablet of noxirona? would cost the drug addict hfty

rubles_ (One month’s salary ‘or a cleaning woman or a nurse
is between sixty and seventy rubles.) One tablet of noxirona, .
for a catalyzing and filtering effect, is independently priced at

five rubles The old maxim t it is just one step from drugs
axlm was not lost on Sery-

oga. He was an expert EICERWI-
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The most horrible and difficult thing for me is the night-
mare of communal life.3 It is a horror and a hell. In order to
“understand it, to imagine it and feel it, you have to live with
it constantly. It’s especially hard for an intelligent person to
live among people who are not very developed and are en-
tirely - different—one likes loud music, another likes vodka. It
is constant noise and chaos, racket and uproar.

There are five rooms and five families_in_our communal
apartment. Each family has their own life style. There is, as
usual, one neighbor who's an alcoholic. There is one family—

a husband and wife and two small children—who live in a
room twenty-two meters square. In order not to bother their

- neighbors or add to the frequent arguments, which are already -
bad enough, they do not let their children out of the room.

3. It is probably worth explaining here what a communal apartment is.
In 2 large apartment of three to twenty roums (on the average there are
ﬁ)’e or six rooms) several families live as neighbors, using a common cor- .
ridor, kitchen, wilet, and bathroom (if there is one}—the same facilities
for all neighbors. The situation has been ridiculed and criticized for some
lime—remember Mikhail Bulgakov’s works—but for decades virtually
nothing has changed. -

Sometimes when I go by and look in through Ihé‘O}':ﬂ‘{ door, |
I see the father slowly and monotonously beating the children,

" punishing them repeatedly, and they don't even cry anymore;
they just let out little yelps, from habit. This family has been

on a waiting list for an 3partmeniJE:ien years, and the pros-
pects of their moving to a separate apartment in the next few
years are not good. The most harrible thing here is the hope- 7

lessness. ; .
I could give you a worse example, that of my friends who




e

a

have childrénTheir comimunal apartment” consists of three
families. Qne neighbor_doesn't work. He drinks all gliy, is
completely dissipated, has VD, and during some of his binges,
he excretes right on_the floor in his room. There’s practically

nothing that can be done about it. The Children’s Protection
Commission is powerless to help in this situation. It isn’t pos-
sible to exchange apartments (the so-called trades often mean
higher rent). Who would move into a communal apartment?
People ih communal apartments are basically mean and rude
all the time. They have no reason tg_be kind. Their interests
are directed toward one thing: improving their material life.
Their efforts have practically no results, but still take up all
their energy. Living in contact with these people is very hard.

I could have moved to the provinces. Young specialists have
tolerable conditions there—they are given separate apart-
ments. But they risk losing the scientific milieu and becoming
less qualified, because scientific life is at its best, at its highest
standard, only in scientific centers in the large cities.

In general, the communal problems in our country are the
grimmest nightmares. It's a constant stress, and you could
never get along without taking valeryanka regularly.*

4. Valeryanka, derived from valerian root, is a commonly used sedative/
tranquilizer in the Soviet Union. Our Valium also derives its name from
valerian. ' :

Interview with a Career Woman 19

\
Q. What's the way out of this situation? More concretely,
what do you personally try to do to compensate for this?

A. Only mysticism. I was drawn to this subject before, but
that was just a little taste. Now I couldn’t manage without it.
For now, I won't dwell in detail on my explo‘rauons in this

field, because there is still a lot ahead for me. For the time be-
Where is_the source of

ing, T will just formulate it this way: ’
o : Soviet intellectuals, the

morality? It isn’t in society. For_us, ec
"+ only way to draw spiritual strength is through religion.



rid

Interviewer’s Afterword

I have purposely omitted the specific scientific field of our
Career Woman, her place of employmen;, and other details of
her life. On the one hand. this is for reasqp, of secrecy. which
are necessary for any activity in our T — i[li’s b
less and naive) that does not fit into the Narrgy framework of
the canon of “building socialism and Ommunism.” On the
other hand, specific details were omitteq ¢, allow us to focus
on the more typical aspects of her life, The Career Woman
works in a certain field, perhaps the Ratura] sciences. and I

too, in my day worked in the social sciences oo a'terrible'
time) and the picture is similar. What the Career Woman tells
us of her life is true for many, many other Soviet women.

Translated by Catheripe A. Fitzpatrick

U #
But in the Soviet Union, which has

loudly proclaimed itself a socialist 8OVernmen; women wet
. . , get a
fist in their faces or a drunkard for a husband or harassment
n

by the KGB instead of the help they neeq s T

—=._Th
protest, the greater is the pressure on g, X: r:‘l)oreh\::m;en
Whether they be participants in a unjop movementslike ofl: .

SMOT,® like Valeriya Novodvorskaya and Natalya Lesni-
chenko, whether they be members of a Helsink; watch group
like Tatyana Velikanova and Tatyana Osipova, whether ;he'

be women ﬁghting for _religious frcedom, likem

Brykova and Tatyana Shchipkova, or whepp, e, they be mem-

bers of an unofficial workers’ commission fighting the use of psy-

chiatry for political purposes, like Irina Grivnina (the initi-
ator of such a committee) and Natalya §ayejeya (the victim of

such improper use), or whether they be Participants in a drive
for national independence, like Raisa Rudenyo and Olga Ma-

tusevich, the result is the same—repression. These acts of re-|
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I work at the train station in the mail transport department.
I am taking courses to become a railroad conductor. Working
as a train conductor is one of the better ways to travel around
the Soviet Union. Othérwise, travel is almost impossible since
travel passes are expensive, “camping out” is hard, and hotel
rooms are at a premium. It is also dangerous, especially for
women, who risk being raped; E_Leis very widespread in our |
country. Young people, students, and just plain adventure-
seekers often take jobs as conductors on trains that are travel-
ing to faraway places. But most often it is middle-aged women
who hold these jobs, for practical rather than romantic rea-
sons. For me, too, it turned out not to be romantic after all.
'Not long ago, we were assigned to the parcel division to
help catch up with the goals of the plan. 1t was one of those
times when they called on everyone to work. We worked twelve
hours a day. Ten of_ those hours, and sometimes more, we
spent unloading and transporting carts laden with packages.
It was virtually the same job as a freight loader. We were
only given thirty minutes to eat during both day and night
shifts. Sometimes our team would not meet its 4quota in the
time allotted to us, even when we worked harder than usual,
and someone would have to stay and work a few extra hours.
What is surprising and disturbing is that only women work
this unbelievably labor-intensive job. Among four teams work-
ing in the package division, there was only one man—the team
leader. The rest of the men would rarely put in an appearance,
and then only when they felt like working ovértime. Women

were never asked if they wanted to work overtime: the extra
“hours were simply considered their duty.

A similar situation exists on our construction sites—a clear
example of the exploitation of women. Even if the proletariat
in our country is no longer an exploited class, women are now
exploited twice as much. This abuse is not reflected in the
laws, but it exists in reality. By law, women are not supposed
to lift weights over twenty kilograms (forty-four pounds). But
if the weigh; of the packages does not exceed this weight, it is
assumed that 2 woman can lift this same weight over and over
again, countless numbers of times. Here in our post office, the
norm or quota is three hundred packages per person per day
(during a holiday season the quota is as high.as five hundred
per day). I‘-Zach package weighs from seven to ten kilograms.
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Thus, all together, 2 woman must lift more“than two thou-
sand kilograms (forty-four hundred pounds) in one shift and
during “holidays” four to five tons. Thus, on the First of May
(Labor Day) or the Seventh of November (the anniversary of
the Soviet Union)—the days marking our great socialist revo-
lution—a woman will break weightlifting records. But she
does not hear the applause that rewards the male weight lifter.
In addition to this, the woman worker must walk great dis-
tances, since the train station is very large. Assume that the
mail cart is placed in the middle of the room and the pack-
ages are lifted and carried to various places. During an average
day, each woman must. carry packages a total of two to three
kilometers, and five kilometers on *“holidays.” When you take
into consideration the additional effort to pull the carts
around, working conditions seem entirely oppressive. If each
package weighs about ten kilograms, the worker must move
from 350 to 1,000 kilograms. One woman pushes this’load,
straining herself to avoid bothering her busy coworkers. And
‘women must struggle even more when the cart wheels are
~ country, women from any level of society who demonstrate
even the least sexual independénce are called prostitutes or
worse.

This kind of society could hardly have been what people
had in mind when they dreamed of a socialist society. Revolu-

" tionaries could hardly have meant this, for there were many
great women among them. Sophia Perovskaya, Vera Figner,
and Larisa Reissner (poet and comnmissar) gave up their lives
for socialist ideals.

Today a woman has no outlet for complaints because wom-
en’s sections! have been abolished as “unnecessary.” It is be-
coming increasingly clear that the current equality means only
giving women the right to perform heavy labor. In the past,
heavy work was confined to the home, but in our day the
woman, still not freed from the incredible burden of the fam-
ily, strains herself even harder in the service of society. The
situation described above is true not only in large cities but
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also in villages. On collective and state farms, women do the
hardest and most exhausting work while the men are employed
as administrators, agronomists, accountants,.warehouse man-
agers, or high-paid tractor and combine drivers. In other
words, men do the work that is more interesting and more:
profitable, and does not damage their health. ’
‘Women have limited access to the technical fields; they are
rarely accepted in_schools of technology. In this area, the pre-
vailing stereotype of women as people incapable of mastering
mathematics and technology comes into play. It is as if ad-
ministrators had never heard of the outstanding mathemati-
cian Sophia Kovalevskaya or the famous scientist Marie Curie,
" not to mention the thousands of other women who work effec-

tively in technological fields. Officially the state expresses con-
-cern for women's health, and statistics designed to prove the
many efforts of the state are staggering—but in real life, some-
thing quite different staggers you. You sense that the functions
of 2 woman’s body have beerr completely forgotten—functions
without which the life of society would simply come to a halt.

' True equality consists of giving women the necessary knowl-
edge and opportunity to meet the same standards applied to
men, and of making allowances for biological differences be-
tween the sexes. Equality is not simply giving women the right
to shovel manure.

Translated by Catherine A. Fitzpatrick
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