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Plav and alcohat indulgence show certain relations, Like
All the races on earth gamble (more or less); Indiang are,
also said 10 gamble away everything they possess, including
their wives; likewise the Chinese and the Negroes,—about

“Schwein,” "o, hog, in German.) The kina-hearted indi.
vidual turns intv a sadist, teasing his antagonist uver hig own
good luck and makimyg fun of him The taciturn becomes

The conditions are differe

nt in the case of large mass games,
of whith “racing” is the

best known type (in Europe). A
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Distorted estimates of the true prohabilities also result from information —
a principle much utilized by shrewd professionals. Thus race traks abound
with false tips and spurious*‘inside information” mueh of which is deliberatly
circulated by touts to mislead...........

Peculiarities Human Behaviour: 2 : 233-237,
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Like prostitution, it fs ancient, widespread, and

widely disapproved. 1t flourishes, in spite of ethical
taboo and legal sanction, as an institutionalized
deviant pattern and as a form of crime {n which
the victims are willing accomplices.
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Why do people who are high in anxiety and in
tear of fallure elect to gamble at all? Edmund
Bergler, the only psychoanalyst who has dealt ex-
tensively with the problem of addicted gamblers,
has argued that such gamblers are genuine neurot-
ics, driven by unconsclous aggression and latent
rebellion “against logic, cleverness, moderation,

The gambler persuades himself that the real source
of his guilt and anxiety is the tension of the game
itself, and he achieves the needed self-punishment
by keeping going unu} he loses. Thus, uncon-
sciously, the neurotic gambler wants to lose, and
he needs to lose in order to keep his psychological
books in balance (see also Bergler 1957; Olmsted
1962).
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Intdrnational encyclopedia of social sciences :f:56 P.57 ibid
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