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The Islamic state was in principle a theocracy... For beIieQing
Muslims, legitimate authority comes from God alone, and the ruler
derives his power not from the people, nor yet from his ancestors,
but from God and the holy law... Rulers made rules, but these mere

considered, theoretically, as elaboration or interpretation of the
valid law - that of God promulgated by revelation.*

* Bernard Lewis, "Islam and liboral Democery". The Atlantic, February 1993, p 4
-(a‘:_-.'.'JGIJLi/.?b/Ur‘”) {online version).
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"The idea of government by god AL s st S S 096
was the dominant one in Israelite poilty” (E.R.E vol 12, p. 287).
é‘v{u’-auﬂ § o b8 To Ut oot Jahweh U2 e bt st 1
ASILTR I3 ST SrA T L1 Pl (e Tl

_—

For early Israel three things were indissoluble; Jahweh's shrine,
Jahweh's book, Jahweh's priest, the three together formed the
normal organ of theocracy (p 287).
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"The spirit of the Lord came upon so and so" (p. 287)
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---Its perfect preacher was Jesus. He accepted the phrase, the
Kingdom of God, and so looked for a theocracy, but He gave the
phrase His own exposition and laid down the true method of the
Kingdom's Coming. (p338} There can be a perfect theocracy only
when any man acts only under the guidence of the Holy
Spirit (p 289).
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If Algeria is any example, however there is an implicit exception:
Any counrty where Islam is the winner of a democratic election. The
lack of U.S response, at a time when the Bush adminsitration is
active and outspoken in adovacating political pluralism, makes it
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apear that the White House prefers a police state to an Islamic
democracy *
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* Wright, R., "Islam, Democracy and the West", Foreign Affairs, Summer 92, Vol. 71
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