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each other and in the members living in society. Therefore, a person must always
abstain from defaming others by all means, no matter how justified it seems.
Thus, dishonoring others is not permissible under any pretense. And for mankind
it is important to realize the graveness of the act of dishonoring and defamation.

Conclusion

Islam is a religion that aims to establish, and strengthen the honor and dignity of
mankind.One of the MagasidofShari'ah (Objective/purpose of Islamic Law) is
the “Protection of human’s personal honor and dignity”. Shari'ahis always
established generally on the welfare of the humanity. Magasid al-Shari'ah thus
preserves the life, belief, wealth, mind, health, lincage, sex or gender, status. and
as well as honor. Our relations with each other must be based on 'responsibility’
and 'sincerity'. "HONOR'is a most reputable word for human dignity and
reputation and an aggregation of all optimistic actions and delighted venture of
human beings. Humankind is honored by the grace of Allah Almighty; The
Supreme Creator. And they admit their Character with moral and highly
regarded manner. All Shari’ah objectives and other moral and ethical
standards of life can only be achieved through 'honor'.
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Malicious Gossip

Malicious gossip or ‘Nameemah means “telling one person what another said in
order to cause trouble between them™. Usually people persuade to seek out and
expose the errors and faults of others. And when they are made cautioned, they
not take it even they argued repeating the same mistake with claiming that they
just tell the truth.*Actually it might only seem an inconsequential and a petty
thing, but when it seen on a larger continuum, it harms the honor and causes
defame, which in any case, another individual ought to protect.

Backbiting

Backbiting or ‘Ghiebah’ means “talking ill of a person in his or her absence.it
mav be in the form of a verbal or written statement or a disgusted gesture™.” Tt
results from the Unnecessary, empty talk and habit of seeking faults of others. It
is well-known that a gossiper and backbiter consign two sins: first, violation of
Allah’s right, as he commits something that Allah, The Exalted forbids human
beings to do. “To repent and regret™ is the expiation for such sin. Second.
violation of man’s right, as the honor of the backbitten person is injured.”*And
the one who backbites against someone then he should ask for forgiveness to him
for his act of backbiting.

Difference between Backbiting and Slander

The Noble Prophet Muhammad ([!) once asked to the companions; “Do you
know what backbiting is?” They answered, “Allah (S.W.T) and His Prophet
know the best”. Then the Beloved and Blessed Prophet explained, “Backbiting is
that you talk about your brother in a manner which he would dislike”. Someone
then asked, “What if that (fault) is present in him?"” He () replied; “If the
statement you are making (about his fault) is present in him, you have in fact
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Honor
-
Further, “Necessities” are restricted into the preservation of one’s belief, life,
wealth, intellect and dignity whereas, a few jurists of Islamic Law joined
“preservation of honor " into these five extensively popular necessities. All these
necessities or objectives of Shari'ah are essential substances of human life that
can be enumerated at six, namely; Faith, Soul, Mind, Property, Lincage and
Honor. Thus whatever that improves the conservation of these six basic
essentials, is deliberated as “beneficial’, and that fails to preserve these

» 12

objectives, is deliberated as “corruption .

For the purpose of this research the prime concentration is on "Protection of
human honor and dignity" the fifth or sixth Objective (near some ‘ulema) of the
Shari’'ah. It must be noted here that the list of Maqasid al-Shari’ah is not
encyclopedic or all-inclusive because several jurists have incorporated “Honor ™
as the sixth crucial necessity of life.

I- Protection of Human Honor& Dignity and Print and Electronic Media
This part draws concentration to 'honor' and 'dignity' as ultimate values, both
resolutely entrenched at the core of collective remits and lawful structures in the
contemporary Islamic and western world all the way through media.

"The media" plays an extremely significant role for the preservation of human
rights. They depict natural human rights contraventions and propose a dome for
contrasting modulations to be noted in general civic dissertation. “That’s why the
media is usually termed as the “Fourth Estate™ - a crucial addition to the
influence of the supervisory, the administration and the tribunal."*It appears that
media unjustly and unnecessarily abuses the integrity and privacy of individuals
through sensationalism and impulsive recklessness and in that way, for no good
purpose they causes extensive harm to them.

The Honor and the Social Media

In a contemporary situation, concept of dignity and honor can build up as a porch
of enlightenment-era concepts of inherent, in alicnable rights."> Western-speakers
frequently employ the word "dignity” in a parochial ways. In political affairs it
can be used to assess critically the cure of subjugated and exposed individuals,
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aimed at protecting these social reliefs of mankind.® Thus, whichever rulings that
alternate common good with mischief, fairness with unfairness, wisdom with
nonsense, or mercy with brutality, are the rulings which do not fits appropriately
in to Shari 'ah.’Magqasid al-Shari'ah aims at looking the need for a contemporary
reformulation of the Shari ‘ah.® Objectives of Islamic Law, mainly refer to the
“general aims " related to the human life that Islamic Law endeavors to achieve
as well as the “specific aims” to utilize particular legal injunctions to attain
magqasid al-Shari'ah, which are evidently imperative but slightly neglected
subject of the Shari ‘ah.”’

Therefore, Magasid al-Shari’'ahare confidentially classified into two broader
types: (i) General Objectives and (ii) Specific Objectives. “General Objectives ”
aims at recognizing the general wellbeing and prosperity, in this world and the
hereafter attained through the implementation of legal injunctions given
byShari 'ah While, the “Specific Objectives” search for a slighter dominion of
human commotions such as political, economic or family life attained through
specific legislation that seeks to aim at directing particular issues.'’ The Shariah s
teachings and rulings regarding those five objectives are categorized into three
levels:

e Necessities (dharuriyyat)

e Needs/convenience (hajiyyar) and

e Refinements (tahsiniyyat or kamaliyyar)."

Fig: 1

5. Convenience
(hajiyyat)
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Application of “Protection of Honor” in Societal Relations and
Media from Islamic Perspective

Nimra [jaz*
Shahzadi Pakeeza**

ABSTRACT

No society allows an individual to dishonor a fellow human being, thus it is important in
itself to think rightly about the "concept of honor" that what actually HONOR is. ‘lslam' has
prearranged the particular guiding principles and valuable strategies about this genuine
and earnest matter that ought to concern every individual prudently. The research focuses
on the correct understanding of Islamic teachings in the process of preserving/protecting
human personal honor and dignity. Islam teaches us that if people are being dishonored
we should defend their honor. Human honor and dignity is reexamined in this research
from two major perspectives. Human honor and dignity in media and in societal relations.
Both aspects are elaborated extensively and the conclusions are drawn to show that honor
and dignity is for all humans whether big or small, good or bad, rich or poor, literate or
illiterate, our dear ones or strangers. Islam does not permit one’s honor to be abused.
Everyone is equally honorable and above from alf other creations on earth.

Keywords: Protection, Honor. Media. Relations.

Introduction

The English word, “dignity” is originated from “dingus”. a 'Latin word' which
denotes: “due a certain admiration, with substantial reputation, praiseworthy of
respectand honor” 'Literally, “dignity” refers to, “veneration; high self-respect,
honor and high position, title, befitting, merit, to receive rank and proper pride.”
(Webster New World Dictionary) Technically it 1s, “a mark or quality of being
praiseworthiness - of esteem or honor that insures lofty position of stateliness,
manner and appearance.” According to Christopher McCrudden different
denotations are used for “dignity”, such as: (i) self-esteem, and (ii) decency, non-
degradation.” In altogether, dignity is the 'autonomy' in addition to having the
right to make a decision for an individual.’ “Honor " is the estimation and value
of one’s own worth, the acknowledgment of the right to claim pride and his
distinction supposed in his own eyes and by the society as well. It is about “not
only being respected, but also about being worthy of respect”. Thus, Honor is a
“reputation worthy of respect and admiration”* "Dignity" and "Honor" is the
words, only used for human beings. and not used for demons or angels.”

“Magqasid™ means purposes/objectives and “Shariah™ means Islamic law. The
Shari 'ah is set up on sagacity and it ensures people’s welfare in this world and
the world hereafter. It deals with justice, leniency, good and acumen. Generally
the Shari ‘ahis constructed on assistances and welfare of the general public, also it

*  Research Student. Fatima Jinnah Women University. Rawalpindi, Pakistan.
**  Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Studies, Fatima Jinnah Women
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Messenger was the greatest of judges and he used to act in capacity of
judge in the city of Medina the first Islamic state. When Islam is the
religion of mercy, equality and justice? It is the religion that came to free
people from worshipping of creation and brought them to only worship of
Allah, to remove people from oppression, inequity and bring them to the
highest degree of justice and freedom. Umar Bin Khattab (RA), the second
caliph was the first person who introduced a complete justice system and
the judge as an independent entity, distinct from the caliph and governors.

LAWLESSNESS IN SOCIETY

Ignorance and subsequently upto some extent avoiding of laws are very common in
our society and unfortunately people feel pride to break laws. A famous
Latin slogan "ignorance of the law excuses not" and "ignorance of law excuses no
one™is to be kept in mind by all. Although majority of citizens everywhere are
law abiding as the laws are made on nature and it is inbuilt in the human mind to
abide law, people do care of their duties and obligations to become a good member
of society but there are certain number of people who avoid abiding of laws due to
obvious reasons. We may observe frequently in our daily life that if a common
member of society commits a minor crime or ignores law, he will be panelized
whereas contrary to this if a sourceful or influenced person avoids same law he will
not be panelized and even set free and this becomes the major de-motivation factor
of lawlessness in our society. Following is the crime ratio in Karachi':

Crime rates in Karachi, Pakistan

Level of crime D — 7558 High
Crime increasing in the past 3 years e—— 58 96 Moderate
Worries home broken and things stolen — 54 80 Moderate
Worries being mugged or robbed — 72 24 High
Worries car stolen —— 63.23 High
Warries things from car stolen — 61.84 High
Worries attacked —] 52 63 Moderale
Worries being insulted —] 44 26 Moderate
Worries being subject to a physical attack because of your skin colour, ethnic onigin or religion [ 41.92 Moderate
Problem people using or dealing drugs —] 55 81 Moderate
Problem property crimes such as vandalism and theft m—] 67 79 High
Problem violent crimes such as assault and armed robbery —— 73.99 High
Problem corruption and bribery N | 8565 Very High

Figure 1: Analysis of Different Crimes in Karachi

Reasons of Lawlessness
There are many reasons of lawlessness in Pakistan, but the followings play
crucial role in downfall and causing lawlessness in our society:-

Corruption: Corruption is basically backbone of lawlessness in Pakistan. No other
opinion exists that Corruption has very deep roots in every system of Pakistan.
Major fields where corruption took its place is government institutions such as
police, public administrations, land services and also private business sectors. From
lower to upper level Pakistan is in the hands of corrupt people and regime. The
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