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Abstract

Extremism in its broader context is a complicated term.
Usually this term is used to describe a certain behavior
while supporting one's ideologies be it religious, political
or ethnic. Irn the context of religious affiliations, this term
(i.e. extremism) is used interchangeably with more
encompassinb terms like fanaticism, fundamentalism
and forceful enforcement. This makes it highly
imperative to be informed of the historical backdrop and
relevant contemporary terminologies that are used in
conjunction with religious extremism.

In this article, we have analyzed the current thought
process within the Muslim world. We believe we can
classify the prevalent religious extremism into three
dimensions; religious, cultural and sectarian. In its very
basic form, this three dimensional extremism matrix

presents an existential challenge for all Muslims across
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the world. Without préjudice, the Muslim scholars must
. reat which is infusing the new generation with
skepticism and reluctance toformulate an appropriate
response and strategy to proactively address this
thwards the universal message of Islam. We identify the
féaso‘n‘s‘behind the current intellectual extremism,
“discuss its impact on the overall state of global Muslim
population. Towards the end, we attempt to outline a
: fram_eWork that can be used as a starting point towards

containing this violent challenge inndefective manner.
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Extremism denotes certain enviroments and ideas,

which among other, thingé may be. characterized by:

-- Simplified world views and enemy images, where certain

groups or social conditions are seen to constitute a threat.

-- A lack of respect for other people's freedom and rights.

-- The desire to create more "orderly”, "pure”, or "just”

society, if necessary, through un-democratic means.

-- Legitimizing or using threats, pressure, harrasment, or

violerice vandalism with terror reference to conditions ink

society that one finds unsatisfactory.
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-- Intolerance towards the view points of others. (18)
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The question is not whether we will be extremists, but

what kind of extremists we will be... The nation and the
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world are in dire need 6f creative extremists”. (20)
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"They violate our land and occupy it and steal the
Muslim's possessions, and when faced by resistance
they call it terrorism."(21)
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"What is objectionable, what is dangerous about extremists
is not that they are extreme, but that they are intolerant" (22)
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world will wake up and realize that they are living in a

60's movie." (23)
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