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The Holy Quran was revealed on Seven Ahruf (plural of Herf:
the way in which a word is to be recited) and Allah Al
&Iy commanded his Prophet ket 3 4k I s to recite the
Holy Qur'an to his ummah in these Ahruf and so did the
Prophet and he asked his companions s a2 to recite
the Holy Quran in the way as they were taught.
These seven ways are the basis of several recitations,
Ibn-e-Mujahid was the first trustworthy person who recorded
the ways of recitations and got general acceptance in his
works, He picked the seven most honest and famous reciters
and recorded their ways of recitation which are called
Sab'aa Qira‘aat.

The variation in these recitations is of two types, first in
pronunciation of a word which causes no change in meaning
and second is in the vowels or consonants of a word which
brings changes to its meanings. Besides all these differences
no way of recitation contradicts the other but expands,
clarifies and adds dimensions to the meanings.
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