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Dr. Zahid Ali Zahidi is an Assistant Professor in

the Department of Istamic Learning, University of
Karachi. Beside other courses he has been teaching
History of Muslim Civilization for many years. In this
article he has discussed the popular theory of 'Asabiyya
or asabiyah of lbn-e-Khaldoun (1332 - 1406 a.d.) and
compared it with the Islamic view about such asabiyah.
In his popular Mugaddimah (the preamble of his
voluminous history) he strongly argues that the most
powerful motivation in the life of a nation is the strong
social solidarity with tribe or family. This strong solidarity
helps a tribe to establish a government and lead the
nation. |bn-e-Khaldoun believes that it also helps the
religious preaching and then moving forward he argues
that prophegg also succeeded in their goals due to this
type of tribal solidarity. The author shows that this type

of social solidarity or nationalism is not Islamic but it is




@f/;»tww,,wif

in the tribalism. Rather Islam has discouraged such

pre-Islamic tribal value and the prophet of Islam has

sayings against it. The article is in fact a scholarly

criticism on the theory of Ibn-e-Khaldoun.
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