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CONCEPT OF CHARITY IN ISLAM AND OTHER RELIGIONS
Islam gave mankind a comprehensive economic system. And it in
encourages man to siruggle and carn a living, it also made laws aimed as
the distribution of wealth more equitally, the purpose being to make

wealth a source of comfort retire than a cause of affliction.

Qur'aan says:

"O believers, spend of that which We have given you".
Islam enjoins upon believers to spend in the way of Allah. This is
commonly <called <charity or alms,
Charity is of two kinds (1) Obligatory and (2) Compulsory.
No doubt, Islam encourages believer to give alms to the poor but
it discourages beggary. 1slam teaches believers that earning
one's livelihood by honest means is better than asking others for
help.

Charity or spending in the way of Allah is a great virtue, according
to Qur'aan and hadeate. Allah Says: "O believers whatever We

have given ycu, spend thereof in the way of Allah".

A hadeate says:

"Whoso spends in the way of Allah twice, he will be called from
the doors of the Paradise: O slaw of Allah, this is a better door”.

In a society where different religious communities live side by
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side, each is bounded to be influenced by the other. Hindus have
been influenced by the Buddhist concept of charity. Hindus place

great value on alms giving.

Ram Blas writes in Kaudhawal:

"Two persons should be drowned to death by placing rocks
around their neck: the rich who does not give alms and a
Brahmin who is poor, but does not worship",

Buddhism is one of those reilgious systems and lays great stress
on charity. It says charity blesses one's we_alth and increases it. It
Is considered an obligatory duty. Buddhist holds that alms should
be given others hope of reward angd that alms only cause an
increase in wealth.

Judaism too laid down laws for an equitable distribution of
wealth. Jews are obliged to pay, out of their weatlth, too due
shares of orphans, widows, and the poor and the needy. Like
other revealed religions, Judaism has specified a part of the
wealth all the Jews are required to give out of their wealth to the
poor.

"Do not treat a poor man fiving with you as a borrower none shali
you take interest from him".

It should be noted that while Judaism lays stress on charity, it
also encourages Jews to help people struggle and support
themselves without b eing forced to ask others for alms.

In the same way, charity also lays down riles for redistribution of
wealth. The poor, widows and orphans have a right. Christianity
lays great stress on charity and says that it is highly rewarded by

God.

"Jesus said to him: if you want to be devout sell away your
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property and give it to the poor you will receive a treasure from

the Heaven".
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