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ABSTRACT
Origin of the Quran has extensively been under discussion in orientalist
studies of the Quran. The present article reviews their ideas on the
subject. It finds that they have been of different views on the theme.
Previously they, in general, had the opinion that Quran was not the
divine revelation; it was based on Judeo-Christian sources and
traditions; it was the result of Muhammad’s desire and thoughts for
restructuring his community. Later on several orientalists rejected the
earlier notions confessing the Quran a result of God’s revelation to
Muhammad. This fact proves the claim of traditional prejudice of the
orientalism against the Origin of the Quran.
Keywords: Origin of the Quran, different views of orientalists, Judeo-
Christian sources, God’s revelation.
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“Muhammad was really the author and chief contriver of
the Koran is beyond dispute, though it be highly
probable that he had no small assistance in his design
from others, as his countrymen failed not to object to
him.”!
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“Other motifs, such as the idea of the impending
Judgment and the descriptions of paradise agree with
standard topics in the missionary preaching of the
contemporary Syriac church fathers. The dependence
need not, however, be of a literary kind, but might be due
to influence from oral traditions.”
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“These are probably the only actual quotations,
reproduction of matter or of phrases occurring in the OT,
the NT, the Talmud, or the NT Apocryphal is found

throughout the Quran, and this is at times sufficiently
close to render the term 'quotation' not inappropriate.”™
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“The earliest passages of the Quran show that it

stands with the tradition of Judeo-Christian monotheism

with its conceptions of God, The creator, of resurrection

and judgment and of revelation. In late passages the

dependence on the Biblical tradition becomes even more

marked, for they contain much material from the old and

New Testament.”’

s s ATl G sed s U b (it £ W)
el S It & wlogf e LGS a5t s
,ofméﬁ,»t,q}%ﬁ/latg,f‘atz;&uﬁ u&b’uﬁ"/;l/bﬁl
(I £t
&Q)f’yad’/d: :«L‘&UCEVL;)W’)ﬁ';dx@u};{.iﬂifjj
IISL Y4 ﬁi}f&ﬁjc‘;cﬁﬂ & &U&’/J'g'}” Z:C} gwa hinl SAG
;l:T,.,/ pgA uf/xz;lfiM/d/rlﬁ-nd/ﬁcu’{,/}"’d’}/}luné‘_cu;fl.»:‘
S Gosdrun i TE Syl FF e $F LAV F P
A al unZ I p sk big £ E S -0 Qe U e P Su
WEr sl pe i & S o Lol £ P
| B F LIRS — 3G Al & £ & s0r 2L
FSS P L Lopotso fan
/:pd/g/&bf..«/u’fud/jé JYL):«UEU"/.'I&T&V,:%:J:A;{&
UEL‘}(’L' Kblﬁd/‘@u“/&?/Jf’ufdﬁu’LLLg? Kb?«?"/}ldﬁd/ g‘i}%’ﬂjéé Ulkly
:uj&au_ba
“...a new religion cannot come into being without
a sufficient motive. In the experience of Muhammad and
his early followers there must have been some need

which was satisfied by the practices and doctrines of the
embryonic religion.”
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“To say that Muhammad was sincere does not
imply that he was correct in his beliefs. A man may be
sincere but mistaken...What seems to man to come from
outside himself, may actually come from his

unconscious.”!?
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“So good was the ground and the propagation so
zealous, that the faith spread from house to house and
from tribe to tribe. The Jews looked on in amazement.
The people whom they had for ages sought in vain to
convert from the errors of polytheism, were now casting
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their idols to the moles and to the bats, and professing
belief in the One only God. The secret lay in the aptness
of the instrument.It was native and congenial. Judaism,
foreignin its birth, touched no Arab sympathies. Islam,
graftedon the faith and superstition, the customs and
nationality of the Arabs, gained ready access to their
heart.”!!
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“Mohammad was not at the outset the conscious
preacher of a new religion. It was opposition and
controversy with the Meccans that forced him on from
stage to stage, as it was the later opposition in Medina
that led to the final emergence of Islam as a new
religious community with its distinctive faith and
institution.”"?
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“...it reveals the Creator rather than His
Messenger... Western people find this very difficult
book to understand. We have seen that even the likes of
Gibbon and Carlyle, who were reasonably sympathetic to
Islam, were baffled by the Quran. This, of course, is not
particularly surprising. It is always difficult to appreciate
holy books of other cultures. '3
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“I recall when, as a graduate student at Harvard, I
first went to the Widener Library to do some research on
the Quran. Much to my surprise, the card catalog listing
for the Qur'an gave a cross-reference to Muhammad as
the author of the text. In contrast, the Bible was listed

without any author. This library listing created a subtle
contrast; while the Bible may have been of divine origin,

33



Ao KL 31 0Tl

the Quran was viewed as the composition of a human

being.”'*
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“It is, in fact, difficult to read the Qur’an as if it
were an ordinary book. Its composition is very different
from that of the Hebrew Bible or the New Testament;
regardless of one’s view of revelation, both of these texts
contain multiple documents of different types assembled
over a period of time by different hands. The Hebrew
Bible contains extensive narratives and histories,
together with prophetic writings, poetry, and didactic
literature. The New Testament has four gospels by
different writers describing the life of Jesus, the pastoral
letters of St. Paul and others, a history of the early
Christian community in Acts of the Apostles, plus the
apocalyptic Book of Revelation. In the case of the

Christian scriptures, their selection and inclusion in the
Bible (and the rejection of other writings) was the work
of church councils. In contrast, the Qur’an is widely
accepted as the accumulated revelations of the twenty-
three years of the Prophet Muhammad’s career, and it
therefore is much more homogeneous as a text, with no
signs of multiple authorship. '°
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“When it realized how little was known by

Muhammad and the Meccan Arabs of the Jewish and

Christian religions, the remarkable achievement of the

Quran can be recognized. It may be said that it presents

in its own way all the main truths of the religion of

Abraham, which is followed also by Jews and Christians.

I maintain that the only reasonable explanation of this

fact is that Muhammad was as truly inspired by God as
were the Old Testament prophets. '
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“..these points lead to the conclusion that the view

of reality presented in the Qur’an is true and from God,...
9917
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“The Quran is in fact the quintessence of prophecy. In
it you have, as in no other book, the sense of an absolutely

overwhelming Being proclaiming Himself to a people that

had not known Him. »'®
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“As we have already seen in the proceeding

chapter, historical errors were found in the Bible and we

have quoted several of these pinpointed by Jewish and
Christian experts in exegesis. "
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