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ABSTRACT

Industrial ~advancerents, economic growth, acceleration of
urbanization and expanding process of modernization redefined the
landmarks of everyday life across the globe with no exception of Japan.
An explosion of new images of dynamic women, being key element of
every society, was produced in this constant change. In magazines,
media, including electronic and print, business, services, and religion
and politics woman is a promient icon of modern society. These new
irnages of the feminine challenged previously existing widespread myths
of a monolithic Japanese woman too.

Feminism, being a significant element in changing Japanese society,
needs to be studied in the perspective of Japanese religiosity which will,
certainly, be helpful in order to better understand the new modes of
thinking and trends, modern challenges and the influential role of
reh'gl'ons In contemporary Japan.This paper aims to answer the question
how religious discourse in conternporary Japan tends to keep pace with
the changing prototype of society, highlighting the dynamic role of
women as mother, founders of New Religious Movements, leaders and
teachers etc., in all spheres of life including media and politics.

It is hoped that this humble effort will help students of religion in
Pakistan to some scholarly ways of looking at new paradigms of religious
thinking in Japan focusing feminism.

Keywords: Feminism, Religions, Japan, New Religious Movements,
Society
1.0 Introduction
Feminism is a bunch of various ideas and movements aimed at understanding
the nature of gender inequality, defining, establishing and promoting the equal social,

economic and political rights of women. There are many feminist ideas and
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words: “T have not seen anyone (man or woman) who has more scholarly knowledge
of the Quran, the obligatory duties, what is lawful and what is unlawful(halal and
haram), poetry and literature, and the history of Arabs and their genealogy, than
Aishah”. ® This clearly speaks of how liberated were Muslim women of that era.
Hazrat Asma was known for her knowledge and she was educated by Aisha (R.A)%

This can be done by exploring these exemplary figures through a study of hadith
literature and Islamic history. It is observed that religion has always played a vital role
in shaping the lives, thinking and attitude of people living in a society. It is a powerful
force through which people living in a society can be motivated to adopt higher social
norms and good ethical standards. It also helps in regularizing laws for a harmonicus
living.

Mind set of the society is a result of various factors. Religion, education, media,
economic conditions and laws. There might be many more factors adding to the
mindset of a community but understanding of religion and shaping one’s life in
accordance with it has been an overriding factor in Pakistani society. This calls for a
correct and positive understanding of Islam in Pakistani society and knowing Islamic
history fully well. This draws a strong connection between and a nexus between
Religion and Society.

Islam gives equal rights to both men and women and there is no discrimination
between them. Islam give women’s rights that they can earn money for the betterment
of family as well as for society. In Islamic history there are so many examples that
show women’s involvement in social and business entreprencurial activities. Many
Sahabiyat took part in different field and fulfilled their needs. Hazrat Khadija (R.A)
was the successtul business woman and it shows that women can engage in economic
or other regarding activities within the prescribed limitations by Islam. Holy Quran
talks about many times that men and women both are equal and a supporter of each
other so there is no discrimination between them.

Islamic society is full of those examples in which women took part in different
fields, like commerce, Education, Jihad etc. There are numerous verses of Holy Quran
which are supportive towards equitable role of men and women in society. Although
Islamic social norms place the primary role of livelihood on men’s shoulders, it does

not prohibit women from earning id they can manage both responsibilities well.
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and risk bearing tasks and taking risk is directly linked with the Islamic point of view
in doing business.

Islam emphasizes on equality of men and women, Quran always addresses both
men and women equally and this is clear proof'that there is no discrimination. This has
been evident through the verses quoted above. Within Islamic framework there are
some priority roles assigned to men and women. Men are expected to be a bread winner
of the family thus the obligation of earning money and giving provisions to family is
rest on men’s shoulder whereas on the other hand Muslim women are expected to look
after the internal domain of the house and looking afler the children. This is simply a
division of work load in an Islamic setup. However, there are segments of women in a
society who are not married or widowed or divorced who have to earn a living for
themselves or their children willingly or unwillingly. They can engage themselves in
entrepreneurial activities to earn a respectable livelihood for themselves.

There are also such women living in society who are unable to bear children due
to biological reasoning such women have not much engagement at home and they have
enough time to engage in social work, entrepreneurial activities or earning through jobs
and thus become productive part of society. Islam also gives Muslim women to acquire
property or business in her name by way of inheritance through her father, husband
and brother. This clearly shows that Islam dose not put any restriction on women to
own a business enterprise or property. Primary responsibility of women under Islamic
Sharia is to take care of her home, husband and children. Islamic social set up does not
allow her to neglect her primary responsibilities and engage in activities outside her
home.

We also come to know through examples from Islamic history that there is no
restriction regarding the normal economic affairs but a woman must observe certain
limitations. It is obligatory on her that during that time when she is from outside home
she must wear hijab. Within the limitations which are prescribed by Sharia for women,
they can start and continue their entrepreneurial activities. There are so many examples
of women entrepreneurs from Islamic history. The incidence of Jabir’s aunt was
divorced and she was in period of iddat and Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) give
permission in these words: “O women, You have been allowed by Allah to go out for
your needs.”® Similarly Hazrat Abu Bakr’s daughter Hazrat Asma (R.A) discusses her
early time when she was married with Hazrat Zubair (R.A). Once she was coming by
holding the seeds of dates over her head. Similarly women of Medina used to engage
in agricultural work.®

Urwa ibn Zubair (R.A) talks about the knowledge of Hazrat Aisha (R.A) in these

38



MAARIF-E-ISLAMI, Vol.:16,Issue:2,2017

with him said, "0 chief of the believers! Give it fo the daughter of
Allah's Messenger who is with vou,” and by thai, they meant Umm
Kulthiim, the daughter of 'All. "Umar said, "Umm Salit has got more
right than she.” Umm Salit was amongst those Ansart women who
had given the Baia (pledge) to Allah's Messenger. 'Umar added, "She
{(Umm Salit) used to carry the filled water skins for us on the day (of
the battle) of Uhud .”
Through all these Ahadith we come to know that in battlefield Muslim women

performed such services which are given bellow:
® Took after the wounded
® Bandaged the wounded
® Made arrangements for wounded and sick people to reach at safe places

® Handled the dead bodies.

For looking after the sick and wounded people women were considered most
suitable due to their polite nature and in these matters they have more interest than
men.

So non prohibition in Islam for women to work for a livelihood gives space to
such Muslim women. Thus they can engage themselves in entrepreneurial activities to
earn a respectable livelihood for themselves. There are also such women living in
society who are not blessed with children or they have passed their marriageable age
and did not marry. Such women do not have much responsibilities at home, therefore
they can contribute their time and potential for the betterment of society by engaging
in social entrepreneurship. Such women also do not have male supporters in their
families and they need to earn their livelihoods and thus resort to business
entrepreneurship. They have enough time to engage in social work, entreprencurial
activities or earing through jobs and thus become productive part of society. Islam also
gives Muslim women rights to acquire property or business in her name by way of
inheritance through her father, husband and brother. This clearly shows that Islam does
not put any restriction on women to own a business enterprise or property.
Conclusion

The term “entrepreneur” was first used in 1723%. The concept of entrepreneurship
is used for making something which is new and to use such kind of new ways which
produce something that already exists. Entrepreneur is a person who accepts
modernization and fully transforms the modernization into the economic field. A

number of scholars deseribe the concept of entrepreneurship in the sense of innovation
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daughter of Hazrat Abu Bakr (R.A) who was also expert in this field but from where
she learnt about the medical? She replied that whenever Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
feels illness the delegations come from abroad and when suggest any medication she
memorized it. * Hazrat Umm Salamah (R.A)*® was the great jurist of her time and she
had a maid named Umm ul Hasan who was much talented and had great talents of God
gifted. She was preaching and giving dawah of Islam on regular basis. >’

Women and Jihad

In Islamic society Jihad is not obligatory on women but in case of need she can
go in battlefield look afler the injured, can provide food, water and other things to them
which were needed. ** Jihad comes under social entrepreneurship because the main
objective of social entrepreneurship is to give facilities and work for the betterment of
society. Muslim women took part in jihad, provided water and gave services to injured
as they had knowledge about the medical field so they worked for the betterment of the
society.

In the battle of Uhad Hazrat Avesha (R.A) and Umm e Saleem (R.A) quickly laid
down the water bags on their backs and give it to the Muslims. Hazrat Fatima (R.A)
was washing Prophet’s wound. She burns the mat and fills his sore with its ashes to
stop bleeding. *°
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Ar-Rubayvi 'bint Mu'auwidh narrated that in battle of Uhad we
have duty to give waler to the people, bandaged the injured and those
who were killed their dead bodies were brought to Medina.
It was reported from Anas, who said: “The messenger of Allah used to take Umm

Sulaim and few other women from the Ansar on expeditions. They would supply water

and looked after the injured.”®!
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Narrated Tha'laba bin Abi Malik: Umar bin Al-Khattabiii ;
distributed woolen clothes amongst some women of Al Madina, and

a nice woollen garment remained. Some of those who were sifting
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Ibn Juraij said, “Ata informed us that when Ibn Hisham forbade
women to perform Tawaf with men he said to him, *How do you forbid
them while the wives of Prophet Miuthammad (PBUH) used to perform
Tawaf with the men?’ I said, 'Was this before decreeing the use of the
veil or after it? " ‘Ata took an oath and said, I saw it after the order of
veil.” I said, ‘How did they mix with men?’ Ata said, "The women
never mixed with the men and Aishah (R.A) used to perform Tawaf
separately and never mixed with the men. (Once it happened that
Aishah was perforimng the Tawaf and a woman said to her, 'O
mother of believers! Lel us touch the black stone.” ‘Aishah said to her,
‘Go vourself,” and she herself refitsed to do so. The wives of the
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) used to come out at night, in disguise
and used to perform Tawaf with the men. But whenever they infended
to enter the Kabah, they would stay outside till the men had gone out.
I and Ubaid bin ‘Umair used to visit "Aishah while she was residing
at Jauf Thabir.” I asked, "Whai was her veil?” "Ata said, “She was
wearing an old Turkish veil, and that was the only thing (veil) which
was a screen between us and her. I saw a pink cover on her.”

From above narrations it is clear that Muslim women can go out of their homes
for their needs and can engage in social or business activities but they are supposed to
cover themselves modestly and wear hijab and must not adorn themselves for men to
see.

Education

Urwa ibn Zubair (R.A) talks about the knowledge of Hazrat Aisha (R.A) in these
words: “T have not seen anyone (man or woman) who has more scholarly knowledge
of the Quran, the obligatory duties, what is lawful and what is unlawful(halal and
haram), poetry and literature, and the history of Arabs and their genealogy, than
Aishah”, >

Musa Ibn Talha says that he never saw anyone more fluent and eloquent in the
Arabic language than Aishah (R.A). She has much information about medical and great
interest with poetry and literature, people were surprised on her knowledge but Thn abi

Mulaika said that don’t be surprised on her knowledge of poetry because she is
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send down to me.
Islam is not against the women’s work outside of home but restrict those factors
which might cause of problems in society. There is no restriction for her to involve in
lawtul activities for livelihood outside of home if she takes care and follows all those

restrictions which are given by Islamic Sharia. *°
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Narrated by Hazrat Aisha (R.A) “Once Saudah bint Zam ‘a went

out at night for some need, and ‘Umar saw her’ and recognizing her,
he said (to her), “By Allah, O Saudah! You cannot hide yourself from
s.” So she returned to Prophet (PBUH) and mentioned that to him
while he was sitling in my dwelling taking his supper and holding a
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bone covered with meat in his hand. Then the divine revelation was
revealed to him and when that state was over, he Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) was saying”: “O women, You have been allowed by Allah to

go out for your needs.”
It shows that Islam does not restrict women from going outside home when she

needs something or for any lawful requirements.
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1t is reported by Hazrat Aishah (R.A): “Riders would pass by us
when we were performing the rites of pilgrimage with Allah’s
messenger. When they came near us, we would let down our outer
garments from our head over our faces and when they had passed on,

we would uncover our faces.”
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created by the Creator of this universe. There is a legal maxim that © Al asl fil asya al
ibah> This Islamic legal maxim is upheld by Imam Shafa’i and many Hanafi jurists
like al-Karkhi. They hold the view point that the reality of all things is permissibility
till it is prohibited through some legal evidence. The wisdom behind this maxim is that
Allah Almighty has produced all things for benefit of human beings so they should be
consumed and cherished.*®

Within Islamic framework there are some priority roles assigned to men and
women. Men are expected to be bread winner of the family thus the obligation of
earning money and giving provisions to family rests on men’s shoulder whereas on the
other hand Muslim women are expected to look after the internal domain of the house
and looking after the children. This is simply a division of work load in an Islamic
setup. However, there are segments of women in contemporary society who are not
married or are widowed or divorced who have to earn a living for themselves or their
children willingly or unwillingly.

1. Women in Entrepreneurship in Muslim History

Agriculture and Farming

Women become helping hands of men to graze their animals and in farming there
is also an incident when Hazrat Musa (A.S) left the Egypt and went to Median. He saw
that two girls are looking after their sheep then he helped them it is mention in Holy

Quran as:

47%@1513%99@961@@@355932;@1;&%?@3
When he set out fowards Madyan, he said, I hope my Lord will
gitide me to the straight path.
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And when he arrived at the waters of Madyan, he found a large
number of people watering (their animals) and found, aloof from
them, two women keeping (their animals) back. He said,. What is the
matter with you?. They said,. We cannot water (our animals) until
these shepherds take (their animals) back afier watering them, and

our father is very old man.
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So he (Musa) watered (their animals) for them, then he turned
to a shade and said, .My Lovrd, I am in need of whatever good you
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