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Iiteracy of the Holy prophet 254 and Orientalists
(Special Study of Kenneth Cragg)
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ABSTRACT

Kenneth Cragg (1913-2012) was an English Anglican
Bishop. He spent most of his time in Middle East. He studied the
Holy Quran and other Islamic literature during his stay in Syria,
Egypt and Jerusalam. He bears a high ranking position among
the Islamists. He mostly discussed the Qura’n the Holy

Prophet 252, and the Muslisms- Christians relations.

This research article comprises a discussion on his views
about the illiteracy of the Holy prophet Ay. He said that the

Prophet Muhammad &5t was not illiterate as the Muslims claim.
He argues that the Holy Qur’an called Him Ummi because the
Arabs had no revealed book in their own language (Arabic)
before the revelation of the Holy Quran and after the revelation
of the Holy Qura’n they were not remained Ummiyyun
(illiterate). In other words he said that the Holy Prophet could
read and write. In this article, it is tried to analyse the views of
Cragg in the light of Islamic literature and found out that the

Holy Prophetlss was illiterate and the word Ummi means
illiterate, not a man without a Scripture as Cragg said.
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“Islam in the Twentieth Century: The Relevance of Christian Theology and the

Relation of the Christian Mission to Its Problems”.
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()-

10-
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13-

14- The Wisdom of Sufism ().

The Call of the Minaret.
Sandals at the Mosque.

The Dome and the Rock.

The Envent of the Quran.

The Mind ofthe Quran.

Muhammad and the Christian.

Jesus and the Mushm,

Returning to Mount Hira.

Muhammad in the Quran.

The Tragic in Islam.
The Quran and the West.
The Mosque Sermons.

Reading in the Quran.
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“Arabs by contrast, sadly and forlomly, were Ummiyyan-people lacking a

sacred Scripture of their own, a holy book in their own tongue, a folk to whom
no prophet had come” ().
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_(B.L‘Tu’.?/dJ/J&Lﬁj(i&lugosulf{pr_,o/
“There are strong reasons for thinking that the vital phrase al-rasul al-nabi al-
ummi(the Prophet -apostale who is unlettered) in surah 7 has to do. not with
any inability to read or write, but with the fact that he belongs with, and is sent
to a people who as yet possess no book of their own, who as yet have had no

propbet of their own kin and kind” ().
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“Muhamamd is thus addressed as al-ummi the envoy from within that
condition{as no mesenger could fail to be)to his native people in the task of al~
Rasul al-Nabi(the sahred descriptives) making good the lack of an Arabic
Quran ().
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“They were not unaware of previous revelations and these were being invoked
and reiterated in Muhammad's words. The Quran presents its contents
throughout as consistent with, and confirmatory of, all earlier Scriptures. The
contradiction is only apparent. Careful reflections make it clear that the point

about ummi is reinforced. [t was not that previous Scriptures were wanting but
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that they were not possessed in the native Arabic. There aad been a long
sequence of prophets, like Salih, Hud, and Shuaib of whom the Quran tells, sent
to Ad or Thamud and other hearers, but these had not Scripturalised
Muhammad's people. These were in no way as yet people with their authentic

Book”(A).

uT}-tr@fJ/"’muw - 5 é:(%’)j e u{'ié.JJI)t:.J)JgL/u)
oSS e E15 ot S Y adS eT e A L
G o b iU U S i St Eo g e T o
ﬂtifﬁd)t{dﬁ/nuby;:)lc}?t,’ﬂ/’l({&.,gjnl)nrébé.L;‘/Q_L(.L.uf/-
AL iy il NS I olod U L) £ L U
(£

3T & Ut o) Suon & sy U ST Ll § 30 S e LS
f;pb@;{ﬁi [.J:f“;frgvfluflzﬁ{&?jf,ivm%
GAT et G TE SV e S en S L rar e T2 S B
‘.éb _L((;‘J:L" ﬂélc 23!
“Meanwhilc, the Ummi status of Muhammad in the Quran. as making good for
his Meccan x‘)Medinan scene the divine book in hand, privilege jewry had
exempliﬁe(.i, believed itself to be fulfilling and confriming all that divine
‘enwording'had granted to all the Prophets from Adam to Jesus. To these the
ummi condition had needed to be added:in the adding it believed itself

fulfilling the last, and universal prophethood (4 ) .
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"The unletiered prophet is the Prophet for the{as yet} unScriptured. There were
antecedent Scriptures and there were peoples whom those Scriptures had
made. Arabs were not among them. Nor, for profound reasons, were those
existing Scriptures satisfactory or efficacious to confer Arab identity and unity.
Being already possessed elsewhere those books were, we may say, pre~empted,
essentially unavailable for the necessary Arab role. The scriptuarizing of the
Arabs required and Arab prophecy and an Arabic speech,for,as surah34:44 has
it. By such logic of the heart, it would seem, Muhammad came to the
conviction that Arab/"Arabic Scriptures there must be,and, thence, to the
hesitant, and finally triumphant , discovery that the necessity was being met

through words he found himself reciting. The prophet of the Scriptureless (an
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Arab,for Arabs,in Arabic understood)seems, then the sens :most adequate to

what the Quran decisively is,of the phrse al- nabi al-ummi” (1),
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“The contrast here would secem to be between jews and the non-scripturary

peoples, rather than between those who read and those who do not"(16),
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